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Introduction 
This is a list of the building projects of the architect R.A. Lawson (1833-1902) 
compiled to accompany Norman Ledgerwood’s biography Pinnacle to Precipice. It has 
proved too extensive to publish as part of the book but it is hoped to make it accessible 
by other means. 
 
The aim has been to make the list as comprehensive and accurate as possible. Even so it 
will not be complete and because it traverses numerous complex questions it will almost 
certainly contain errors. In compiling it I have been greatly assisted by Mr 
Ledgerwood’s work and have had useful additions and comment from, and discussions 
with, David Murray of the Hocken Collections. I would like to thank both of these 
energetic and generous researchers for their substantial contributions but remain 
personally responsible for the result. 
 
Lawson was a great Victorian architect and the list offers an opportunity to see the 
scale, variety and quality of his achievement. It seems remarkable it has taken so long 
for a book-length biography to appear. Given that Mr Ledgerwood had rolled up his 
sleeves and vigorously embarked on the task, and Stewart Harvey had placed himself 
firmly behind its publication, it seemed timely to produce an as nearly comprehensive 
reckoning as possible. 
 
Peter Entwisle 
Dunedin 
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Format 
The entries are presented using a standard format the full version of which has the 
following data lines: 
Name/location/address: 
Legal description: 
Extant: 
Owner: 
Built: 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: 
Built for: 
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Builder: 
Cost:  
Materials:  
Description:  
Building history: 
Condition:  
State of preservation:  
Notes: 
 
Many entries do not have data in all of these lines and the headings are consequently 
omitted. 
 
A distinction is made between attributions which are confidently asserted and ones 
where it is only tentatively ascribed. The latter are indicated by * following the line 
heading Evidence of Lawson’s authorship. Doubt about attributions may arise for 
different types of reason. Some represent difficulty identifying a project, known for 
example from a tender advertisement, with a physical structure. Others, because a 
building which appears to be a Lawson lacks documentary evidence. Doubts of the first 
sort are indicated by I (for Identification) following the *. Doubts of the second by A 
(for Authentication) following the *. Some projects involved some participation by 
other designers which is indicated by + in the same place. 

Construction of entries 
The list is made up from known or imputed building projects. Where they clearly relate 
to a single structure, including ones elaborated over time, they have been grouped 
together in a single entry representing a building or building complex. Lawson’s work 
on Knox Church for example, consists of several projects identifiable by the separate 
tender advertisements he placed for stone work, the supply of iron pillars and so on. The 
list has a single entry for Knox Church which internally references the constituent 
projects. In other cases a tender advertisement may be only for additions or alterations 
or something less than the construction of a whole building whose original designer is 
unknown. Such projects are listed as separate entries. Where it is known Lawson 
worked on another designer’s building the projects are also listed separately. The aim 
has been to fashion entries which capture his known or imputable output while 
reflecting our lack of a fuller knowledge where that is the case. 

Ordering of entries 
The entries have first been ordered into different general types and sometimes sub-
types, inside which they are given in chronological order, as best that may be 
determined. The types are to some extent arbitrary but reflect commonly made 
distinctions, some reflecting characteristically different building forms, or at least uses. 
There are then further categories which aren’t reflective of type or purpose because the 
scant information available makes them impossible to categorise and further groups 
which share some characteristic which made it seem useful to put them together. These 
include some of his work on other designers’ buildings, unidentified piecework, 
unrealised projects and doubtful attributions. A bibliography follows the list. 
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Ecclesiastical 

Churches 

1. Name/location/address: Waikouaiti Presbyterian Church, originally Beach Street, since 
1876 Kildare Street, Waikouaiti, Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Waikouaiti Presbyterian congregation. 
Built: 1863.1 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *A. See note. 
Built for: Waikouaiti Presbyterian congregation. 
Builder: Messrs Somner and Gunn.2 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: Small, timber gothic revival church. Originally it had a capacity to seat 

200 people.3 Later enlarged to seat 272.4  
Building history: Originally sited in Beach Street it was moved to Kildare Street in 1876 

and enlarged. When a new church was opened in 1914 this building became the 
Sunday School Hall.5 The 1914 church was demolished in 2009. It is intended 
Lawson’s building should again become the church. 

State of preservation: The bell tower has been removed and the lancet windows of the 
porch replaced with modern square-framed ones. 

Notes: Mr Ledgerwood believes he has seen a record of Lawson’s design of this church 
although it cannot now be located. Lawson’s brother lived in the district and Lawson 
was a member of the Presbyterian church. He may have offered his services gratis 
thus leaving scant record of his involvement. 

2. Name/location/address: Temporary building for First Church Congregation. Dowling 
Street. Dunedin. 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article OW 25/11/1864 p.13. 
Built for: First Church congregation. 
Builder: Messrs Somner & Gunn. 
Cost: The cost was expected to be no more than £2,500. The Provincial Council 

provided £1,000 because it hadn’t prepared the site for the permanent church within 
the two years it promised it would.6 

Materials: Bluestone for the basement floor; timber for the upper; perhaps flat iron for 
the roofs. 

Description: Described as ‘Grecian’ in a contemporary newspaper account it is 
probably better seen as Italian. Located on Dowling Street where the present car park 
is now there was a basement floor below street level and the principal floor was 
accessible from the street. It had a clerestory rising above the flat roofs of the main 

                                                
1 Croot, 1999, p.257 says it was built July 1863 by Sommers & Gunn. 
2 Croot, 1999, p.257 gives the contractors’ name as ‘Sommers & Gunn’ but the builders 
of the slightly later temporary First Church are given in a contemporary reference OW 
25/11/1864 p.13 as ‘Somner and Gunn’. I have favoured that spelling. 
3 OW 7/8/1863 p.3. 
4 Croot, 1999, p.258. 
5 Croot, 1999, p.258. 
6 OW 25/11/1864 p.13. 
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floor with a triangular pediment forming the street end gable of the clerestory. 
Behind that was a short belfry with a flat roof surmounted by a very shallow dome. A 
finial rose from that. The interior was an aisled church capable of seating 800.7  

Building history: After the opening of the next First Church building in 1873 this 
became a warehouse. After 1879 the wooden upper portion was moved to a site 
across the railway tracks and became a tram shed. In 1882 the ground floor became 
the foundations of the Lyceum Theatre. That was demolished in the late 20thC 
although the foundations remained for a while.8 

3. Name/location/address: Anderson’s Bay Presbyterian Church, 76 Silverton Street, 
Anderson’s Bay, Dunedin. 

Extant: Probably not. The site is now vacant. 
Built: 1864. Transepts were added in 1881.9 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article OW 12/3/1864 p.13. 
Built for: Anderson’s Bay Presbyterian congregation. 
Cost: About £800.10 
Materials: Timber; corrugated iron roof. 
Description: A simple nave church with a porch. There were five lancet windows in the 

gable above the porch and a circular window in the point of the gable above the 
windows. Apparently the interior was lined with diagonal, beaded timber which 
merited a newspaper comment, although it is not unusual in 19thC Otago churches.11  

4. Name/location/address: Baptist Chapel corner of Hanover & Great King Streets, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: No. Demolished by 1912. 
Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/3/1864p.7g. 
Built for: The Baptist church. 
Builder: Messrs Jack and Jenkinson. 
Cost: £2,200.12 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: A substantial Gothic revival church with an entrance porch incorporated 

into a forward reach from the nave.13 It could seat 600 people.14 
Notes: There is a description of the laying of the foundation stone ODT 19/4/1864 p.2e. 

5. Name/location/address: Palmerston Presbyterian Church. Gilligan Street, Palmerston, 
Waitaki District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1865. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 1/3/1865 p.3g. 
Built for: Palmerston Presbyterian congregation. 

                                                
7 OW 25/11/1864 p.13 gives a detailed description. Knight, 1993, pp.36 & 37 gives a 
brief description and reproduces two photographs. He doesn’t mention Lawson 
designed it and seems to have been unaware that he did. 
8 Knight, 1993, p.36. 
9 Knight, 1993, p.95. 
10 OW 12/3/1864 p.13. 
11 Knight, 1993, p.95 gives a description and reproduces a photograph. 
12 OW 23/4/1864 p.6. 
13 Knight, 1993, pp.31&32 gives a description and reproduces a photograph. 
14 OW 23/4/1864 p.6. 
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Cost: £596.10.0.15 
Materials: Timber; corrugated iron roof.  
Description: A small wooden nave church in Italian style with a square tower at the 

front.16 
Building history: The tower was later truncated and the building was roughcast. 
Notes: 1. It was replaced in 1876 by the surviving, larger, Presbyterian church. It was 

sold to the government and used as a court house at least until 1915.  
2. This is like a small version of Lawson’s temporary First Church in Dowling Street. 

Like that it is unusual in being Italianate.  
3. George O’Brien’s watercolour Designs of R.A. Lawson… depicts this between First 

Church’s steeple and its lantern. 

6. Name/location/address: Greytown (Allanton) Presbyterian Church, corner of Grey and 
Prescelly Streets, Allanton, Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1865. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 1/3/1865 p.3g. 
Built for: The Presbyterian congregation Greytown (Allanton), Dunedin. 
Materials: Timber; originally a slate roof? 
Description: A simple country church consisting of a nave, sanctuary and vestibule. It is 

oriented roughly on a north/south axis with the sanctuary extending to the north and 
the vestibule to the south. The entrance is through doors in the east elevation of the 
latter. There is a belfry on the nave’s southern gable top. When first built it may not 
have had the extensions, or at least not the vestibule or to its present extent. It has 
shiplap weather boarding with the lower edges bullnosed. The windows have timber 
insets in the upper parts forming simple lancet points for the panes. There are faux 
buttresses in timber, apparently a later addition because their weatherboards are 
lumber.  

Building history: Opened 28/6/1865.17 This was originally on a lower site and moved to 
its present eminence on sledges. At some stage the vestibule was perhaps added or 
extended and timber faux buttresses were added. 

State of preservation: Compromised and forlorn. At some time the building has been 
roughcast and that is now falling away. The building is still weather tight but its interior 

lining has been removed and the floor gives the impression stock has been kept there. 
At present the church is being used for storage and perhaps recreation. 

Notes: 1. Lawson’s authorship has been overlooked for a long time.  
2.Knight 1993 p.94 mentions this building but provides no photograph or description.  
He seems not to have seen it. 

7. Name/location/address: St John’s Presbyterian Church, 1 Ord Street, Herbert, Waitaki 
District. 

Extant: Yes. Incorporated into the existing structure as its west extension, latterly used 
as a hall.18 

                                                
15 OW 19/8/1865 p.11. 
16 Knight, 1993, pp.231-2 describes it and reproduces a sketch and two photographs. 
17 Knight, 1993, p.94. 
18 McKenzie, 1989, pp.38&41 identifies the first part of the church as designed by 
Lawson and built in 1866 but says p.42, that when it was decided to extend it William 
Mason was chosen as architect. That work was completed in 1875. 
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Built: 30/1/1866-30/4/1866.19  
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Article North Otago Times 1/2/1866 p.3. 
Built for: Otepopo Presbyterian congregation. 
Builder: Robert McDonald of Dunedin. 
Cost: ‘A little above £600.’20 
Materials: Oamaru limestone; slate roof. 
Description: Fairly severe, almost Norman treatment of a modest stone church.  
Notes: 1. The builder was Robert McDonald of Dunedin and the cost ‘a little above 

£600’. At the laying of the foundation stone it was stated ‘The building, like all other 
designs of Mr Lawson, will be tasteful, most appropriate to its purpose, and suitable 
to the means of the congregation’.21  

2.The church was considerably extended in 1875 to a design by William Mason. The 
result is unusual in representing the combined efforts of Lawson and another, 
distinguished architect.  

3. It appears in George O’Brien’s painting Designs of R.A. Lawson… the highest  
building at extreme middle right. 
4. Registered as a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2416. 

8. Name/location/address: North Taieri Presbyterian Church, 39 Wairongoa Road, North 
Taieri, Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: North Taieri Presbyterian congregation. 
Built: 1866-7.22 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Dodds, 1966, citing the minutes of session 1866.23  
Built for: North Taieri Presbyterian congregation. 
Builder: William Smith.24 
Cost: ‘About £700.’25 
Materials: Brick walls; Oamaru limestone trims? Slate roof. 
Description: A small nave church in Gothic style with an entrance porch and originally 

a belfry on the top of the gable.26 There are interesting details such as the chamfering 
of the porch corners. 

Building history: The belfry was removed by 1910 and replaced by a cross. The whole 
building was later roughcast.27 A new organ was bought in 1910; in 1925 the interior 
was calcamined and the seats varnished; by 1929 major repairs were necessary 
because of ivy damage to the exterior; in 1946 the reappearance of damp in the 

                                                
19 North Otago Times 1/2/1866 p.3 records the laying of the foundation stone. See also 
McKenzie, 1989, p.41.  
20 North Otago Times 1/2/1866 p.3. 
21 North Otago Times 1/2/1866 p.3. 
22 Dodds, 1966, p.13 relying on the minutes of session 1866-1867. A contract was let by 
1November 1866 and in September the following year a contract for the manse was 
accepted, suggesting the church was finished. 
23 Dodds, 1966, p.13. 
24 Dodds, 1966, p.13 as ‘Mr W Smith’. He says the same contractor built the manse 
whose present owners, Mr and Mrs Craigie, have a copy of the builder’s specification 
for the manse which gives his first name as. 
25 Dodds, 1966, p.13 relying on the minutes of session 1867. 
26 Knight, 1993, pp.199-203 gives a description and reproduces several photographs 
showing details and modifications. 
27 Knight, 1993, pp.199-201 reproducing photographs which illustrate the changes. 
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interior walls led to the downward extension of the slate roofs.28 
State of preservation: Good. The removal of the belfry is a significant loss. The cement 

rendering has altered the building’s character. But it was noted in 1966 that the 
ground plan had never been changed, or added to and that generally the church was 
‘remarkably unaltered’.29 

Notes: 1. Registered as a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 3234.  

9. Name/location/address: Otokia Presbyterian church, near Henley, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Knight, citing an article ODT 30/8/1937.30 
Built for: Otokia Presbyterian congregation. 
Cost: According to Knight £255. 
Building history: Opened 25 August 1867. Moved nearer to the manse in 1902. 
Notes: The area was originally known as Moeraki Beach. In 1868 the name was 

changed to Otakia and subsequently to Otokia. 

10. Name/location/address: Pukehiki Presbyterian Church, Highcliff Road, Pukehiki, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1867-1868.31 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *A. See note. 
Built for: Pukehiki Presbyterian congregation. 
Builder: Walter Riddell.32 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: A plain timber Gothic church with a porch containing the entrance, 

surmounted by a tower set at the centre of the forward gable. 
Building history: The Church was enlarged and the tower added in 1884. 
State of preservation: Good. It was carefully restored in the early 2000s. 
Notes: 1. Knight, 1993, pp.254-5 suggests Lawson may have been the designer. It is 

plausible. There are parallels with his 1865 Palmerston Church – and also with 15 
Scotland Street – notably the Baltic pine interior lining but also the exterior finishing 
of the shiplap weather board cladding. Pukehiki’s plan is essentially that of First 
Church, without the latter’s rearward extension. Its principal façade shares the same 
symmetrical, triangular composition with the entrance set in the middle as 15 
Scotland Street, First Church, the east Taieri Presbyterian Church, Larnach Castle, 
the Municipal Chambers and Otago Boys High School also all do. Lawson and 
Riddell were associated building for William Larnach. Despite the absence of 
documentation it seems almost certain this is a Lawson. 

2. A tender advertisement was placed by a church committee ODT 15/10/1867 p.1d. 
Plans were to be viewed at John Mathiesen’s Springfield farm, Portobello Road, 
Otago Peninsula. (The farm’s address is now on the Highcliff Road.) That no 
architect was named doesn’t mean Lawson was not the designer, only that he was not 
supervising operations. 

11. Name/location/address: First Presbyterian Church of Otago, Moray Place, Dunedin. 
                                                
28 Dodds, 1966, p.14. 
29 Dodds, 1966, pp.14-15. 
30 Knight, 1993, p.226. 
31 A tender advertisement appeared ODT 15/10/1867 p.1d 
32 Knight, 1993, p.254 says the building is described in Walter Riddell’s diary which is 
now in the OSM. 
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Extant: Yes. 
Owner: First Church of Otago Presbyterian congregation. 
Built: 1867-1873.33 Stone and iron fences added by Lawson 1875.34 Modified by 

Lawson 1879 & 1887.35 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Surviving drawings JSHC; tender advertisement 

ODT 12/10/1867 p.1d;36 report of opening OW 29/11/1873 p.8. 
Built for: First Church Presbyterian congregation. 
Builder: Messrs D. and J. Hunter.37 
Cost: Originally intended to be no more than £9,000. When the contract was let the whole 

was not to exceed £14,000.38 On completion it was £16,000.39 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia for the foundations; brick sheathed in ashlar Oamaru 

limestone for the upper floors; Welsh slates for the roof. 
Description: An example of the Gothic Revival reflecting Pugin’s ideas but an original 

design. It was perhaps inspired by Tolbooth St John’s, now The Hub, Edinburgh, 
principally designed by Gillespie Graham in whose office Lawson trained, although 
the tower and spire are Pugin’s work.40 So far as the exterior form is concerned First 
Church is more successful.  
 The plan is a Latin cross with a short spine, its head developed to accommodate a 
hall. The treatment is usually said to be early English or 13thC, although the window 
traceries stray into the decorated manner. The principal elevation is steeply triangular 
with the main entrance set at the base of a central tower. This rises dramatically 
through a pinnacled broach to narrow gables which soar up the spire. There is a single 
roof and no clerestory so that instead of seeming like a lofty barn, surrounded by 
incremental lean-to stabling, the building reads as a single, encompassing ‘house of 
God’, terminating at the sides in tall ranks of gabled lancets. The rear extension is 
similarly gabled, though not so high. At the angles the extension provides a spiral, 
visual ascent to the enrichments, and proportionately tremendous height of the spire.  

Building history: A turret and pinnacles were damaged in late 1872. The upper part of the 
spire was taken down about April 1874. The damage was repaired and the spire rebuilt 
in 1875.41 In 1875 Lawson advertised for tenders for the stone and iron fencing.42 In 
1879 he built the upstairs gallery. In 1887 he installed an organ gallery. In 1889 the 
Deacon’s Court became aware there were problems with the building. They 
commissioned Thomas S. Lambert who had an association with Lawson to report and 

                                                
33 There is a report of its opening OW 29/11/1873 p.8. 
34 Tender advertisement ODT 29/5/1875 p.1d. 
35 ODT 3/9/1879 p.4d has his tender advertisement for erecting galleries; OW 
29/11/1879 p.16 says work is in progress and the galleries are for extra accommodation; 
ODT 24/12/1887 p.3c has Lawson’s advertisement for tenders for installing an organ 
gallery. 
36 This is for the erection of the church. 
37 Deacons Court minutes 18/11/1867 reproduced Salmond, 1983 p.33. 
38 Competition advertisement ODT 23/1/1862 p.3b; Deacons Court minutes 18/11/1867, 
reproduced Salmond, 1983 p.33. 
39 Parry, 1973, [p.25].  
40 Hill, 2007, p.273. The design was originally intended for Pugin’s St George’s 
Catholic cathedral in Southwark, but never built. Pugin said of St John’s tower it was 
‘far from good in itself but much too good for its purpose’ because it was serving a 
Presbyterian church. (Hill, 2007 p.273 quoting Pugin to Helen Lumsdaine n.d. c 
December 1847.)  
41 OW 16/1/1875 p. 14. 
42 ODT 29/5/1875 p.1d. 
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he undertook elaborate repairs. The Oregon roof-bearing timbers had been sealed into 
the walls and had consequently rotted. Repairs involved jacking the entire roof up 
using a massive spar acting like the spine of an umbrella. The rotten parts were 
replaced with heart of totara and reset in the walls with proper ventilation. Attention 
had also to be given to the wooden floor which was also suffering rot from inadequate 
ventilation and to the exterior stonework’s pointing. The whole cost was more than 
£1,000.43 (See Arthur Salmond, 1983, for an account of later repairs and 
modifications.) 

Condition: Good. Apparently needs some remedial work.  
State of preservation: Good. The major changes were Lawson’s addition of the gallery in 

1879 and an organ in 1887. The setting of the latter was modified by J.L. Salmond in 
1903 and a memorial stained glass window was fitted into Lawson’s tracery in 1923.44 
Some later heaters and sound amplifiers are obtrusive. Generally the character of the 
high Victorian Presbyterian interior has been maintained. 

Notes: 1. Identified by John Stacpoole as externally the outstanding New Zealand 
Victorian church building.45  

2. Gillespie Graham’s and Pugin’s Tolbooth St John’s church in Edinburgh (now The 
Hub) has been said to be the inspiration of the design. Lawson learned his trade under 
Graham and it seems clear this is so. Both have the unusual tower and spire over a 
central entrance and the towers and spires are similar. Pugin’s St Giles, Cheadle may 
also have been influential with its tower and spire similarly sited above the entrance. 
But while that has a broach spire like the Tolbooth and First Church the latter two have 
angle turrets while St Giles doesn’t. But Lawson has significantly developed the 
design and First Church is considerably more imposing and graceful. It has a better, 
less restricted site than St John’s which has permitted the elaboration of the plan with 
transepts. But Lawson’s tall, gabled walls and his spiral, visual ascents have no real 
equivalents in the Edinburgh building.  

3. Three stages of the design are known: the first from the original competition 
drawings,46 where there is no clerestory, but not the gabled walling either; the second 
from George O’Brien’s 1868? watercolour First Presbyterian Church, Dunedin… 
also his Designs of R.A. Lawson…47 and from photographs of the building under 
construction, where there is a clerestory and the gabling is present, though 
necessarily lower; and the third which is the building’s present appearance, known to 
have been brought about by a revision of the plans and the demolition of some 
completed work in 1871 anticipating the clerestory. 

4. There is a good description and comparison of First Church and the Wesleyan Trinity 
Church, now the Fortune Theatre, and St Andrew’s Church, now the Coptic 
Orthodox Church on the corner of Melville and Carroll Streets, while all were being 
built OW 14/8/1869 p.17. 

5. Norman Ledgerwood considers it was the deterioration of First Church which became 
evident in 1889, rather than the debacle over Seacliff, which led Lawson to consider 
it his duty to leave Dunedin for Melbourne. 

6. The building is registered as a category 1 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no.60. 

12. Name/location/address: Roman Catholic chapel, Waikouaiti, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. 

                                                
43 OW 3/7/1890 p.13. 
44 Salmond, 1983, pp.41&42. 
45 Stacpoole, 1976 pp.103-4 
46 JSHC. 
47 Both now in the OSM. 
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Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 26/3/1868 p.1c. 
Built for: The Roman Catholic congregation, Waikouaiti. 
Notes: The building was opened on 20/12/1868 and a report appeared in the ODT the 

following day.48 The church was called St Mary’s until the 1880s when it was 
changed to St Anne’s. A description of it appeared in the Waikouaiti Times which 
was not flattering. Hardwicke Knight recorded a suggestion it had been designed by 
Lawson but doubted it.49 However the tender advertisement is compelling evidence. 
It appears to have survived until 1981 but was later burnt down. 

13. Name/location/address: St Patrick’s Roman Catholic chapel, Usk Street, Oamaru, 
Waitaki District. 

Extant: 
Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 17/6/1868 p.1g.50  
Built for: St Patrick’s Roman Catholic Congregation, Oamaru.  
Notes: 1. The foundation stone was laid 13/12/1868 and the chapel, or a first portion of 

it, was apparently completed in 1869.51  
2. The building appears in George O’Brien’s painting Designs of R.A. Lawson… at the 

extreme left where it is second up from the bottom. 

14. Name/location/address: St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, corner of Melville and 
Carroll Streets, Dunedin. Now the Coptic Orthodox Church. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Coptic Orthodox Church, Dunedin. 
Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Lawson’s drawing JSHC. Lawson’s perspective, now 

in the Hocken Collections. Article OW 14/8/1869 p.17. 
Built for: St Andrew’s Presbyterian congregation, Dunedin. 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick and Oamaru limestone for the upper parts; slate 

roof. 
Description: A corner church on a sloping site intended to have a spire on the south 

west corner which was never built. Rectangular in plan there is a central nave 
developed with four corner towers, the flanks of the nave extended to reach them. 
The middle of each flank is raised in a gable forming vestigial transepts. The lancet 
windows and their tracery suggest the early English gothic. But the crenellated flanks 
and towers, and the crowsfoot transept gables, suggest the later, Tudor manner - and 
Scotland. As realised, without the spire, the building reads more as a fortress than a 
church. Even so, the strength of the design is obvious.  

Building history: The brickwork was later rendered in cement. 
State of preservation: The exterior is compromised, but not irredeemably. 
Notes: 1. A perspective by Lawson of his intended design has recently been 

                                                
48 ODT 21/12/1868 p.2g. 
49 Knight, 1993, p.290. 
50 The abstract of John Timmins’ index of ODT tender advertisements lists one for this 
church 21/11/1867 but no such advertisement appears in the issue. 
51 North Otago Times 18/12/1868 p.2e reports the laying of the foundation stone ‘of the 
new church of St Patrick’ but doesn’t mention the architect. Knight, 1993, p.218 says it 
was ‘built’ in 1869, doubtless referring to the completion of what was started in 1868. 
Lawson’s tender advertisement was for the erection of a ‘portion’ of the chapel. 
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discovered.52 It shows the south west corner spire which was never built and the 
originally unrendered brick which was later cemented. It also makes it possible to 
identify this as the church immediately to the left of First Church in George 
O’Brien’s watercolour Designs of R.A. Lawson…  

2. There are parallels here, though also differences, with Lawson’s Trinity church on 
Moray Place, 1869, for the Methodists and his 1870 east Taieri church for the 
Presbyterians. Trinity and this design, seem steps on the way to the most developed 
of all his corner tabernacles, Knox Church.  

3. The geodetic relationship of this building to Otago Boys High School, Knox Church 
and First Church has been overlooked. Its spire is the missing point what would have 
been an elegant Lawson rhombus defining the central city within five impressive 
towers. 

4. There is a good description and comparison of this and the Wesleyan Trinity Church, 
now the Fortune Theatre, and First Church while all were being built OW 14/8/1869 
p.17. 

5. The building is registered as a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 3185. 
 

15. Name/location/address: Hampden Presbyterian Church. Main Street, Hampden, 
Waitaki District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1869-70.53 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/12/1868 p.4c. 
Built for: Hampden Presbyterian congregation.  
Materials: Stone quarried locally with Oamaru limestone facings.54 
Description: An attractive country church in the 13th century Gothic style. The principal 

gable has a tall, traceried window flanked by lancets with trefoil heads making an 
elegant composition. 

Notes: 1. Hardwicke Knight said it was built to accommodate 200 people.55 2. An 
illustrated article about its future use appeared ODT 10/8/2010. 

2. Registered as a catgory 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 3249. 

16. Name/location/address: Wesleyan Trinity Church, corner of Upper Stuart Street & 
Moray Place, Dunedin. Now the Fortune Theatre. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Dunedin City Council. 
Built: 1869-1870.56 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/2/1869 p.1b; report 

OW 4/9/1869 p.17. Tender advertisement ODT 17/3/1870 p.3a (for gas fittings). 
Built for: Methodist congregation. 
Builder: Edward Willis U’Ren. 57  

                                                
52 By Adrienne Salmond among records at First Church. It has been transferred to the 
HC. 
53 North Otago Times 28/12/1869 p.2 & 25/1/1870 p.3. The latter said it would be 
completed by the middle of March. 
54 North Otago Times 28/12/1869 p.2. 
55 Knight, 1993, p.144. 
56 A report of the laying of the foundation stone appeared OW 4/9/1869 p.17. OW 
16/7/1870 p.15 reports the opening soiree and mentions some costs. Cyclopaedia… vol 
4, p.185 gives the date of opening as 10/7/1870 and the overall cost, including the land, 
as £5,000. 
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Cost: The contract signed 7/6/1869 was for £2,475. By the time the building was 
complete the whole cost, together with that of the land, was £5,000.58 

Materials: Bluestone (trachyandesite) with Oamaru limestone trims. Slate roof. 
Description: A corner church in the early gothic style with a Greek cross plan. There was 

intended to be a tall tower with a spire on the street corner but only the lower part of 
the tower was built. The exterior stone is trachyandesite from the Leith Valley quarry 
which is dark and made a striking contrast with the lime stone trims. There are 
balustrades with quatrefoil piercings and a turret serving as a belfry. The principal 
window traceries develop the quatrefoil motif and have some attractive stained glass. 
The nave has a hammer beam ceiling and there were a vestry and a school room in the 
basement, which also have direct street access because of the slope of the site. The 
Trinity Church makes an interesting contrast with Knox Church as both occupy corner 
sites and use the dark trachyandesite. The more informal coursing of Trinity’s 
bluestone is perhaps Lawson’s nod to the Methodists’ more homely style of worship. 

Building history: Strengthened in the 1960s; adapted as a live theatre in 1974. 
State of preservation: Fair. Its pinnacles have been reduced and the original stone turret 

roof replaced with metal. It has been converted to a live theatre, but sympathetically. 
The exterior limestone has been painted. 

Notes: 1. There is an early account of the negotiations leading to the acquisition of the 
site and the funding of the church and the laying of its foundation stone.59 The builder 
was Edward Willis U’Ren and the contract signed 7/6/1869 was for £2,475. By the 
time the building was complete the whole cost, together with that of the land, was 
£5,000.60  

2. The church was originally designed for a site further up upper Stuart Street on the 
corner with York Place. It was to have had a spire and be built in brick with stone 
facings.61 That design can be identified as one in George O’Brien’s painting Designs 
of R.A. Lawson… 62, the church to the right of First Church. It is similar to that 
proposed for St Andrew’s although there are no crenellations and the spire is taller. 
While the plan is cruciform it appears to be an equilateral Greek cross rather than the 
elongated Latin cross of St Andrew’s. While the original design was also intended 
for a corner site its spire and turret are transposed compared to the positions they 
have in the built church, or would have if the spire had been constructed. The 
original design was described as being in ‘the gothic style’ and like the church which 
was built it was to have a schoolroom and a vestry in the basement.  

3. There is a good description and comparison of this and, St Andrew’s Church, now 
the Coptic Orthodox Church on the corner of Melville and Carroll Streets, and First 
Church, while all were being built OW 14/8/1869 p.17.  

4.The building is registered as a category 1 Historic Place by the NZHPT reg. no. 3378.  

17. Name/location/address: St Andrews Presbyterian Church, Ballarat Street, Queenstown, 
Lakes District. 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1869-1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article Southland Times 22/4/1870 p.2. 
Built for: St Andrews Presbyterian congregation Queenstown. 

                                                                                                                                          
57 OW 16/7/1870 p.15. 
58 OW 16/7/1870 p.15 & Cyclopaedia… vol 4, p.185. 
59 OW 4/9/1869 p.17. 
60 OW 16/7/1870 p.15 & Cyclopaedia… vol 4 p.185. 
61 OW 10/10/1868 p.11. 
62 Now at OSM. 
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Materials: Timber; corrugated iron roof. 
Description: A modest timber church in gothic style with a nave and short transepts. 

The nave had a gabled wall facing the street with an entrance set in the middle and a 
belfry mounted on the ridge above. 

Building history: Opened in 1870, enlarged, presumably not by Lawson, in 1898 and 
again in 1933. Demolished 1968.63 

18. Name/location/address: East Taieri Presbyterian Church, 12a Cemetery Road, East 
Taieri (Mosgiel), Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: East Taieri Presbyterian congregation. 
Built: 1870.64 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Lawson’s drawing JSHC; article OW 29/1/1870 p.5. 
Built for: East Taieri Presbyterian congregation. 
Builder: Messrs Hunter & Goodfellow.65 
Cost: When the foundation stone was laid the cost was expected to be £1,750.66 
Materials: Brick walls with Oamaru limestone trims. Slate roof.  
Description: An attractive small church, the geometry is good and the softened brick is 

very pleasing. It is a nave church with vestigial transepts and a tower and spire set at 
the centre of a crenellated portico on the forward gable. It stands as a landmark but on 
close approach reads as an intimate temple. Its gothic style was probably considered 
early English although the crenellations suggest something later. There are limestone 
string courses and bas-reliefs on the tower representing the burning bush. 

Condition: Apparently good.  
State of preservation: Reasonable. There have been some unsympathetic modifications at 

the rear.  
Notes: 1.The church committee’s advertisement for architects appeared ODT 6/8/1869 

p.1b.  
2. There were disputes and litigation over this project, partly detailed ODT 16/1/1872 

p.2g & 19/1/1872 p.3ab. 
3. Registered as a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2260. 

19. Name/location/address: Kakanui Presbyterian Church, Kakaunui, Waitaki District. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 28/12/1869 p.2f. 
Built for: The Kakanui Presbyterian congregation. 
Materials: Timber, originally with a shingle roof. 
Description: A modest Gothic wooden church with a porch and vestigial transepts 

originally with a shingle roof.67 
Building history: Supporting stays were added in 1884. The shingle roof was replaced 

with corrugated iron in 1890. The bell tower was removed in 1959. It was 
extensively renovated in 1988. 

State of preservation: Somewhat compromised by the replacement of the shingles and 

                                                
63 Knight,1993, p.262. 
64 The laying of the foundation stone was reported OW 29/1/1870 p.5 
65 OW 29/1/1870 p.5. 
66 OW 29/1/1870 p.5. 
67 Knight, 1993, p.157 gives a description and reproduces a photograph after the roof 
was replaced and the bell tower removed. There is a photograph of it in its original state 
in the Otepopo Presbyterian Church Souvenir 1865-1915. 
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the removal of the bell tower. 
Notes: According to Knight it was opened on 20/3/1870. Lawson’s fee was £20. The 

builders were Wright and Hislop and their contract was for £353.  

20. Name/location/address: North Dunedin Presbyterian Church (St Stephen’s), corner 
Howe and Great King Streets, Dunedin. 

Extant: No. Destroyed by fire 1899.68 
Built: 1870-1871.69 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 1/9/1870 p.1c. 
Built for: North Dunedin Presbyterian congregation.  
Builder: Messrs Forrest and Dow.70  
Materials: Timber. 
Description: A wooden church, more Italian than Gothic. It had modest transepts and a 

bell tower in front of its principal gable, facing King Street, rising from a lower 
gabled forward reach with a centrally set main door which had an arched transom 
and a fanlight. 

21. Name/location/address: Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Lawrence, Clutha District.  
Extant: No. Demolished 1924. 
Built: 1870-1871.71 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 3/11/1870 p.1c also article 

OW 11/2/1871 p.3a. 
Built for: Holy Trinity Anglican congregation, Lawrence. 
Builder: George Morrison contractor; John McLay Clerk of Works.72 
Materials: Timber, apparently with a wooden lath roof.73  
Description: A modest, timber nave church with a small sanctuary under a lower, 

projecting gable at one end. There was an entrance at one side under a projecting 
gable. The sanctuary had a comparable, lesser gable projecting from its flank and 
echoing the larger entrance one. The sanctuary had an attractive window rising from 
floor height, again echoing the entrance doorway. Both had flattened, Tudor arches 
while the nave wall windows were lancets. The principal gable had a large, Tudor 
arched multi-light window. The composition was charming. 

Notes: This church closely resembles St Mary’s Anglican church Portobello for which 
Lawson placed a tender advertisement but for which a design survives from the 
Melbourne partnership Terry and Oakden. That might suggest that Leonard Terry 
(1825-1884) also designed this. On the other hand OW 11/2/1871 p.3a is explicit this 
church was built from designs supplied by Lawson and makes no mention of any other 
designer. It may be Terry merely vetted the Portobello design which is discussed in the 
entry for that church below. 

22. Name/location/address: Holy Trinity Anglican Church, corner Grey and Scotia Streets, 
Port Chalmers, Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1871-1874.74 

                                                
68 Knight, 1993 p.83. He reproduces a photograph of it p.84. 
69 Tenders called ODT 1/9/1870. Further report OW 11/2/1871 p.3. 
70 OW 11/2/1871 p.3a. 
71 Tenders called ODT 3/11/1870. Opening reported Tuapeka Times 11/5/1871 p.5. 
72 OW 11/2/1871 p.3a. 
73 Knight, 1993, p. 165 reproduces a photograph of it taken in 1871. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Article OW 11/2/1871 p.3a. 
Built for: The Anglican congregation, Port Chalmers. 
Builder: Mr. Borlaise.75 
Cost: Apparently £1,200.76 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia for the walls; brick copings and Oamaru limestone 

ornamental crosses; originally timber shingles for the roof. 
Description: A modest church in a plain, revived gothic style with trims in the same 

stone as the walls. The trims are finished while the walls remain rough-hewn which 
produces a pleasing, boldly textured finish. There are round topped and lancet 
windows and trefoil and cinquefoil windows in the gables. There is a nave with a 
side porch and beyond the nave a sanctuary with transepts, a busy and unusual plan 
for a small church with a seating capacity of 300. The interior roof is wooden 
trussed. The roofs come well down the exterior walls so that at the upper end of the 
steeply sloping site they form the greater proportion of the whole exterior elevations. 

State of preservation: The channel iron roof put on in 1987 is out of character. 
Notes: 1. The long gap between laying the foundation stone and completing the building 

may have been due to contractural wrangling. Apparently work only started in 
earnest when the contract was awarded to a Mr Borlaise about 12 months before it 
was completed. There seems also to have been difficulty raising funds by the 
‘handful of Episcopalians at the Port’ who were eventually helped by others. 77  

2. Other architects had some hand in this project if only as supervisors. For example 
there was E.J. Sanders who advertised for tenders from carpenters and joiners to 
complete the building in November 1873.78  

3. After it was opened it was reported that ‘if not a very beautiful [it is] a very 
substantial and somewhat imposing structure’ and the style of architecture was given 
as ‘early Gothic’.79 

4. Knight, 1993, p.239 gives a detailed description of the exterior and interior 
stonework. 

5. This is unlike Lawson’s Presbyterian churches. Perhaps he or his Anglican 
commissioners felt a more rustic manner was suitable for their denomination. 
William Mason’s St Matthew’s Anglican church in Stafford Street Dunedin, which 
was built in this time, has a similar treatment. 

6. Registered as a category 1 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2320. 

23. Name/location/address: St Mary’s Anglican Church, 8 Stromness Street, Palmerston, 
Waitaki District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1872-1873. See note. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/6/1871 p.1c. See note. 
Built for: The Palmerston Anglican congregation. 
Materials: Local hard stone with Oamaru limestone trims; originally a slate roof?  
Description: A small, stone country church in the Early English Gothic style. The walls 

are squared rubble brought to course and the lancet window trims are simply 
chamfered without decoration. There is a nave and a sanctuary with a porch giving 

                                                                                                                                          
74 Hamilton & Hamilton, 2009 p.65 say the foundation stone was laid in June 1871. The 
church was opened 1/5/1874. (OW 2/5/1874 p.19.) 
75 OW 9/5/1874 p.20. 
76 Knight, 1993 p.228. He gives no source. 
77 OW 9/5/1874 p.20. 
78 ES 6/11/1873 p.3d. 
79 OW 9/5/1874 p.20. 
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entry to the nave from the side and another, probably intended as the first floor of a 
steepled tower, angled into the corner between the flank of the vestry and the 
adjoining gable end of the nave. The secondary porch has a subsidiary entrance with 
its own steep gable all in limestone. Behind the gable there is a pointed roof over the 
porch, or tower base, no doubt intended to be temporary until the tower was 
heightened. 

Building history: At some time buttresses have been added to the end walls of the vestry 
and nave. The roofs are corrugated iron which was probably not the first material. 

State of preservation: The added buttresses and the corrugated iron compromise the 
building as does the painting of the trims, but externally it seems generally fairly 
good. 

Notes: 1. In recent times there have been conflicting claims about when this church was 
built but the real dates don’t seem to be in doubt. Knight, 1993 p.229 giving no 
source said the church was consecrated by Bishop Nevill 3/3/1872 while on a 
journey from Oamaru to Dunedin. He speculated there may have been an earlier 
church referring to Nevill’s predecessor Henry Lascelles Jenner’s Journal for 
15/2/1869 when Jenner mentions going to Palmerston for a service. Hamilton & 
Hamilton, 2009 p.75 said the present structure was built in 1864, again with no 
reference. Whatever that is based on it seems clear it applies to some earlier building. 
Knight appears to be relying on Evans 1968, the official, centennial historian of the 
Diocese. At pp.70-71 Evans gives an account which could be misconstrued to get 
Knight’s date. However at p.70 Evans is talking about 1873 and at p.71 is explicit 
Nevill visited Oamaru in May and that ‘On the way home he consecrated the new 
church at Palmerston.’ At p. 82 he says St Mary’s Church Palmerston was built in 
1872 and consecrated in 1873. The North Otago Times 27/5/1873 p.2 makes it clear 
Nevill was in Oamaru 21 & 22/5/1873. The present St Mary’s consecration will have 
taken place shortly after. The ODT 12/6/1871 tender advertisement demonstrates 
when the process began though construction may not have started until 1872. 

2. This closely resembles the wooden Anglican Holy Trinity church Lawrence, which 
Lawson designed and which was consecrated on the 7th of May 1871 by then Bishop-
Elect S.T. Nevill. The use of hardstone for the window trims, though with ashlar 
treatment, and their plainness, is also reminiscent of Lawson’s Holy Trinity church 
Port Chalmers, 1874. Indeed that church seems just like a rather more developed 
version of this with a more elaborate vestry. When Knight and the Hamiltons wrote 
Lawson’s authorship of those buildings had not been established and would not be 
seen as clues to the designer of St Mary’s Palmerston, nor was Lawson’s 1871 tender 
advertisement known. 

3. This also resembles the wooden St Mary’s Anglican church Portobello, a somewhat 
reduced version of Holy Trinity Lawrence. There is a drawing which suggests the 
Portobello church was designed by a Melbourne architect Leonard Terry. That would 
seem to put in question Lawson’s authorship of this whole family of related modest, 
Anglican churches. On the other hand Terry may only have vetted the Portobello 
design which is discussed in the entry for the Portobello church below. 

4. In 1862 Johnny Jones gave three acres of land near Bobby’s Head for an Anglican 
church and burial ground. At the time the main road passed the gate.80 

5. Registered as a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2396. 

24. Name/location/address: St George’s Anglican church, Naseby, Central Otago District. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1873-75. 

                                                
80 Evans, 1968, p.48. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 10/3/1873 p.3c. 
Built for: St George’s Anglican parish, Naseby. 
Materials: According to Knight, 1993, p.194, concrete. 
Description: The nave’s terminal walls stand proud of the nave itself, both laterally and 

vertically. There are low buttresses and in the rear wall three lancet windows with the 
central one markedly taller than the ones flanking it. Above there are two oculi, 
circular windows. There is a freestanding short bell tower with a gabled entrance and 
a pyramidal roof, the latter providing half the height of the whole building. The 
treatment is very plain with the structure relying on its geometry to achieve its 
unusual effect. 

Building history: Opened 1875. 
State of preservation: It seems little modified externally. 
Notes: 1. Unusual for its use of concrete and its geometry. According to Knight this is 

the first concrete church in New Zealand.  
2. This is another building whose authorship by Lawson has long been lost to sight. 

25. Name/location/address: Knox Presbyterian Church, corner George and Pitt Streets, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Knox Presbyterian congregation. 
Built: 1874-1876.81 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Advertisement ES 17/2/1874 p.1a; tender 

advertisements ODT 20/11/1873 p.1d; 25/8/1874 p.3d (second contract stonework); 
21/7/1875 p.1h (iron columns); 11/12/1876 p.1d (plumbing and slating); 14/1/1876 
p.3c (plasterwork and painting); 3/4/1876 p.1d (seating); 14/10/1876 p.3b (retaining 
walls). 

Built for: Knox Church Presbyterian congregation. 
Builder: D. McGill, foundations; remainder stonework including spire, W. Mercer; 
plumbing A & T Burt; clerk of works James Armstrong.82 
Cost: All foundations £1,540; remainder stone work including spire £7,320; total  
including site works and architect’s fee £18,332/18/7.83 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia for the foundations; Leith Valley bluestone for the 

walls with Oamaru limestone copings; slate roof.  
Description: A large, impressive church in the revived 13thC gothic style. The plan is a 

short Latin cross with the tower, spire and main entrance at the south east corner. The 
window traceries and the spire are very elegant. The geometry of rising gables, 
pinnacles and roofs, seen from the north east, leads the eye upward by a spiral path. 
The rubble bluestone is highly tactile. 

Building history: An organ was installed to a setting of Lawson’s design following a 
decision in 1882.84 The organ loft was rearranged about 1960. The approach to the 
main entrance was modified in the 1990s. Recently a new structure was completed 
near the west elevation in a broadly sympathetic style and lightly joined by glass to 

                                                
81 A start was made on this by David Ross. He was dismissed and Lawson took over 
removing Ross’s work and substituting his own design. His advertisement for tenders to 
erect a new Knox Church appeared ODT 20/11/1873 p.1d. ES 17/2/1874 p.1a carries 
Lawson’s advertisement for a Clerk of Works. Angus Ross, 1976, p.13, relying on the 
church records, says the committee let the contract for the foundation work on 
Lawson’s building 1/4/1874. It was opened 5/11/1876. (ODT 6/11/1876.) 
82 Ross, 1976 pp. 13-14. 
83 Ross, 1976 pp.7-14. 
84 Ross, 1976, p.16. 
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the church. A little later some stained glass windows were reworked and fire 
sprinklers installed. 

State of preservation: Very good.  
Notes: 1. An architectural competition was held in October 1871 and Lawson’s designs 

were preferred. 85 However a limit of £5,000 had been set and Lawson’s proposal 
couldn’t be built for that. The limit was raised to £6,000 and after finding the design 
of a Mr Hunter couldn’t be built within the new limit David Ross was appointed 
architect. He was asked specifically to use the gothic style. A start was made and a 
foundation stone laid 25/11/1872 but the committee and Ross then fell out over the 
appointment of an Inspector of Works. The committee annulled the contract 
16/1/1873 and Ross was given notice. He then took the matter to court but it upheld 
the right of the building’s proprietors to ultimately approve the appointment of any 
Inspector of Works. The committee was given carte blanche to build without 
reference to expense and appointed Lawson. Costs had soared, and continued to do 
so. While the committee remained determined to build and did, including 
constructing the spire, an attempt was made to limit expenses by using small 
contracts, piece work and day labour. Nevertheless the final cost was £18,332/18/7.86  

2. It has been suggested that Knox’s spire shows Lawson must have seen an engraving 
of Peddie and Kinnear’s Pilrig Street church in Edinburgh.87 This is an astute 
observation and the upper parts of the tower with their triple lancet windows and the 
pinnacles above lend it conviction. However Lawson’s spire is higher and finer. And 
the gabled window below the lancets, and the three lancet array below that, make 
Lawson’s tower more light and graceful. In fact like the whole of the rest of 
Lawson’s Knox it is a showpiece of gossamer tracery while the Pilrig Street church 
is solid and plain. 

3. In a nod to Pugin at Tolbooth St John’s, Edinburgh, Knox, like First Church and the 
later Tokomairiro Presbyterian church, has a pinnacled broach tower. 

4. Registered as a category 1 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 4372. 
 

26. Name/location/address: Port Molyneux Presbyterian Church, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1875.88 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Report of laying of foundation stone Bruce Herald, 

1/6/1875 p.5. 
Built for: Port Molyneux Presbyterian congregation. 
Builder: Mr Wilson of Dunedin. 89 
Cost: £600.90 
Notes: There is a lengthy account of the opening, including reports of speeches, and 

praise for the building, Bruce Herald 5/10/1875 p.5. 

27. Name/location/address: St Mary’s Anglican church, Portobello, Dunedin. 
Extant: Probably not. 

                                                
85 ODT 6/1/1872 p.2d. 
86 Ross, 1976, pp.7-14. 
87 Dictionary of Scottish Architects, website: http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk. 
Accessed 31/5/10. 
88 Tender advertisement, ODT, 4/2/1875. Report of opening 30/9/1875 Bruce Herald 
5/10/1875 p.5. 
89 Bruce Herald 5/10/1875 p.5. 
90 Bruce Herald 5/10/1875 p.5. 
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Built: 1877. 91 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: +Tender advertisement ODT 27/9/1875 p.3e 
Built for: St Mary’s Anglican Parish, Portobello. 
Materials: Timber. 92 
Description: This was rather like Holy Trinity Anglican church Lawrence, described 

above.93 That had a more elaborate principal window but the buildings have similar 
plans and roofscapes. 

Building history: Originally erected on Blackwell Street it was later moved to the corner 
of Sherwood Street. Apparently the move caused it continuing problems and after 
another church was erected the old one was moved again, for use on a farm.94 

Notes: A surviving drawing for this church is the product of Terry & Oakden of 
Melbourne and is dated June 1874, suggesting Lawson was only the supervising 
architect.95 The similarity of this to Holy Trinity Lawrence and the stone St Mary’s 
Palmerston would suggest Leonard Terry (1825-1884) was the original designer of 
those too. (Terry’s partnership with Percy Oakden was only formed 1 January 1874.) 
On the other hand Terry’s biographer, Miles Lewis, observed ‘As diocesan architect, 
[for Victoria] Terry not only designed many Anglican churches but also vetted 
designs… Thus it is often difficult to determine which buildings were Terry’s 
own.’96 The OW 11/2/1871 p.3a says Holy Trinity Lawrence was built to designs 
supplied by Lawson and mentions no other designer. It may be St Mary’s Portobello 
was only vetted by Terry. Further research may resolve the matter. 

28. Name/location/address: Timaru Presbyterian Church, Timaru District. 
Extant: No. 
Built: 1875-1876. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/10/1875 p.1h. 
Built for: Timaru Presbyterian congregation. 
Materials: Concrete.97 
Description: An Italianate basilica with a pillared and pedimented portico at the front 

and pedimented stub transepts. There were both arch topped and pedimented 
windows, prominent quoining and a pronounced corbel table.  

Notes: The use of the basilica design is unusual for Lawson, for a Presbyterian, or any 
church in New Zealand at this time, as is the use of concrete. Its loss is regrettable.  

29. Name/location/address: St Michael’s and All Angels Anglican Church, 8 Matau Street, 
Clyde, Central Otago District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1875-77. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement, ODT 23/10/1875 p.3f. 
Built for: The Anglican congregation, Clyde. 
Builder: For fittings and woodwork, Mr Hueston; stonework Mr Rees of Roxburgh; 
painting etc. Mr Auckland; chairs and windows from Messrs Guthrie & Larnach.98 

                                                
91 Opened by Bishop Nevill 15/4/1877, ODT 18/4/1877 p.3. 
92 ODT 27/9/1875 p.3e. 
93 Knight, 1993, p.250 reproduces a photograph. 
94 Knight, 1993, p.250. 
95 The drawing is in JSHC. 
96 Lewis, Miles, ‘Leonard Terry (1825-1884)’ ADB website 
adb.anu.edu.au/biography/terry-leonard-4702 accessed 30/7/2012. 
97 ODT 21/10/1875 p.1h. 
98 Dunstan Times 12/10/1877 p.2f. 
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Materials: Schist for the foundations and the walls; slate roof? 
Description: A restrained but handsome stone church in the 13thC Gothic style with 

some attractively traceried windows. The nave seated 100 people and the choir 20. 
Building history: Construction began in April 1877 and the church was consecrated 

7/10/1877.99 
State of preservation: Apparently good. 
Notes: 1. This is another case where Lawson’s authorship has been overlooked for a long 

time. This is not surprising because it wasn’t reported when the building was opened 
although the several contractors’ involvement was.  

2. The same Dunstan Times article gives a careful description of the church and says 
building had started six months earlier.  

3. The following Sunday the Alexandra Presbyterian church was consecrated and the 
same paper reported it 19/10/1877 p.2f. Again no architect was mentioned but this 
time neither were any builders and there is not such a detailed description. The 
Dunstan Times was based in Clyde and there was rivalry between these two closely 
sited townships. There are other cases where the Dunstan Times seems to have given 
more attention to a Clyde event than an Alexandra one. 

30. Name/location/address: Presbyterian Mission Church at St Kilda, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. 
Built: 1877. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 11/7/1877 p.4c. 
Built for: First Church of Otago congregation.100 
Materials: Timber.101  
Description: Small, single storey church with a porch at the front and a small vestry.102 
Notes: 1. This is presumably the first South Dunedin Presbyterian Church. That was a 

wooden building opened in November 1877 and the OW 21/7/1877 p.16 said this 
was the first church building to be erected on ‘the flat’ – meaning South Dunedin.103 
A sketch of the first South Dunedin Presbyterian church building shows it conforms 
to the description given in the OW cited above. That being so this is another church 
whose design by Lawson has been forgotten for a long time.  

2. It may be that this started as a mission church of the First Church of Otago 
congregation and became a parish church in 1880 when it seems the South Dunedin 
Presbyterian congregation was established. 

31. Name/location/address: Waiareka, Presbyterian Church, Enfield, North Otago, Waitaki 
District. Formerly known as Teaneraki, Cave Valley. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1877-1878.104 

                                                
99 Dunstan Times 12/10/1877 p.2f. Knight, 1993, p.117 puts the consecration 19/9/1877 
or 9/10/1877 but the contemporary newspaper reference is decisive. 
100 OW 21/7/1877 p.16. 
101 ODT 30/7/1877 p.3a ‘City Improvements’ says it was near the Caledonian Ground 
and wooden. 
102 OW 21/7/1877 p.16. 
103 Knight, 1993, p.84 gives the date of opening of the ‘South Dunedin Presbyterian 
Church’ apparently relying on James Chisholm’s Fifty Years Syne, Wilkie, Dunedin, 
1896, although he cites no reference. He reproduces a sketch, apparently from that 
source. 
104 Tenders were called in August 1877 (ODT 29/8/1877); the building’s opening was 
reported the following year (OW 28/8/1878 p.5). 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 29/8/1877 p.1g. 
Built for: Waiareka Presbyterian congregation. 
Materials: Stone foundations, Oamaru limestone for the walls, slate roof. 
Description: A simple gothic church with a nave, vestigial crenellated transepts and a 

projecting vestry at the rear. There is a bell in a cowling mounted on the vestry gable. 
There is a small tower with a quadrilateral steeple. An attractively restrained small 
stone church. An unusual feature is the spear-headed central metal astragils in the 
windows, which make a neat visual pun on ‘lancets’. They add a touch of drama and 
ornament to what would otherwise be a rather severe treatment. 

State of preservation: Externally, good.  
Notes: 1. This is not unlike the church shown in George O’Brien’s Designs of 

R.A.Lawson… immediately to the left of the depiction of St Andrew’s Carroll 
Street’s (unbuilt) spire.  

2. This is another church whose authorship seems to have been overlooked.105  

32. Name/location/address: Maungatua Presbyterian Church, Dunedin. (The area is now 
known as Woodside.) 

Extant: 
Built: 1879.106 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/7/1879 p.1d. 
Built for: Maungatua Presbyterian congregation.  
Materials: Stone and lime foundations; apparently timber for the upper parts. 
Description: It was described as a handsome little structure and as having a steeple.107 
Notes: In October 1880 it was reported the church had been blown off its foundations 

and moved ten feet. However it wasn’t badly damaged and was expected to be 
returned to its original position.108  

33. Name/location/address: The Tabernacle, Great King Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. Demolished 1960s. 
Built: 1879-80. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Church of Christ minutes, 1879 or 1880 recording 

Lawson had been appointed architect, sighted by David Murray.109 
Built for: The Church of Christ. 
Description: A church with a prominent hexastyle, or six columned, portico at the street 

front with Corinthian columns supporting a triangular pediment. There was a circular 
decorative relief in the pediment’s tympanum surrounded by other ornamental work 
and its cornices were prominently corbelled. On either side of the portico the street 
façade extended as single storey wings topped by balustrades. There was iron railing 
along the street front and prominent iron lamp standards on the kerb outside the 
entrance. 

Notes: Knight, 1993 p.88 describes the building and reproduces a photograph. He 
hadn’t been able to identify the architect. Lawson’s authorship was discovered by 
David Murray in 2010.  

                                                
105 Knight, 1993, p. 136 doesn’t mention it. 
106 Knight, 1993 p.313 gives 1878 as the building date but the tender advertisement 
suggests it was the following year. 
107 OW 9/10/1880 p.18. 
108 OW 9/10/1880 p.18. 
109 Email David Murray/Peter Entwisle 10/8/10. Also email David Murray/Stewart 
Harvey 25/8/10. The minutes are at HC AG-520/007. 
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34. Name/location/address: Gore Presbyterian Church, Gore District. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1881. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 23/2/1881 p.1f. 
Built for: Gore Presbyterian congregation. 
Cost: £465. 
Materials: Timber. 
Notes: 1. Work was underway by 26/3/1881 when it was reported it would cost £465.110 

Three months later it was said it was ‘fast assuming an imposing appearance’ and 
‘was on a commanding site in East Gore’.111 

2. Registered as a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2530. (The 
registration is not currently operative.) 

35. Name/location/address: Mornington Presbyterian Church, Glenpark Avenue, 
Mornington, Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1880-1881.112 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article OW 27/11/1880 p.12. 
Built for: The Mornington Presbyterian congregation. 
Materials: Stone foundations? Brick with Oamaru limestone trims; originally a slate 

roof? 
Description: The building is a simple nave to which vestigial transepts were added in 

1886. It has a low, crenellated portico behind a central, gabled porch. There was an 
open belfry mounted on the forward end of the nave roof. The main elevation is an 
example of the designer’s liking for facades composed within a triangle. Several of 
his grand buildings such as First Church, Otago Boys High School, the Municipal 
Chambers and Larnach Castle manifest the same preference. But so do several more 
modest structures, such as the house at 15 Scotland Street and this suburban church.  

Building history: Transepts were added in 1886. The brickwork was rendered in cement 
in 1924.113 

State of preservation: The rendering of the brick (and its subsequent painting) has 
significantly altered the building’s exterior appearance. It makes it seem almost 
Mediterranean rather than British. Originally it would have resembled Lawson’s East 
Taieri Presbyterian church, although the brickwork may not have been so mellow.  

Notes: A report of the laying of the foundation stone described it as in ‘simple early 
English gothic style’.114 

36. Name/location/address: Kaihiku Presbyterian Church, Kaihiku, Clutha District. 
Extant: Was in 1993. 
Built: 1882.115 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 22/9/1881 p.3d; articles 

Clutha Leader, 7/4/1882 p.5 & OW 8/4/1882 p.12. 
Built for: Kaihiku Presbyterian congregation. 
Builder: William Muir.116 

                                                
110 OW 26/3/1881 p.21. 
111 OW 25/6/1881 p.9. 
112 Hamilton & Hamilton, 2009, p.42 say the foundation stone was laid in November 
1880. The opening soiree was reported OW 2/4/1881 p.21. 
113 Hamilton & Hamilton, 2009, p.42. 
114 OW 27/11/1880 p.12. 
115 Opening reported Clutha Leader, 7/4/1882 p.5 & OW 8/4/1882 p.12. 
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Cost: Construction £459/15s;117 full £617/14/3d.118 
Materials: Timber with a slate roof.119 
Description: According to Knight it had a tower and spire, a porch and shallow transepts. 

A description at the time of its opening mentions a vestry and a steeple and says there 
was no belfry. It also describes the timber interior.120  

37. Name/location/address: Riversdale Presbyterian Church, Riversdale, Southland District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1883-1884.121 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article OW 1/10/1881 p.10 names Lawson and 

announces the intention to build. A signed sheet of plans and elevations now in JSHC.  
Built for: The Riversdale Presbyterian congregation. 
Builder: Contractors, Messrs Waddell and Currie. Master of Works Mr F.S. Canning of 

Gore. At some time the contractors said they were unable to complete the building and 
handed over the plans. 

Cost: The contract let to Waddell and Currie was for £335 11s 6d. Currie was retained at 
2.5% on cost with traveling expenses allowed. 

Materials: Timber with what appears to be a corrugated iron roof. 
Description: A fairly plain, timber, Gothic country church consisting of a tower and 

steeple, a nave and a sanctuary and/or vestry beyond. The tower is placed in the 
middle of the front gable end of the nave with the entrance through its base thus 
serving as a porch. This is another of Lawson’s favoured triangular compositions for 
the main elevation. 
 The arrangement here is similar to First Church, East Taieri Presbyterian church 
and the Presbyterian church at Milton. The effect here is different though because the 
topmost floor of the tower is an open belfry and the steeple relatively short. The 
appearance is thus somewhat Italianate. The openwork of the belfry consists of 
pillars supporting trefoil arches with some embellishment above, all rather delicate 
and attractive. An unusual feature is the treatment of the nave’s side lancet windows. 
They rise above the roof’s gutter line and have their own dormers thus emphasising 
their own height and the long sweep down of the roof. Lawson made a similar play 
with the roofs and window gables of First Church. This is more modest but still 
produces an attractive effect.122  

Notes: Newlands, 1934 p.3 describes the commissioning and building process, naming 
Lawson as the architect. He says the building was opened 13/7/1884. 

38. Name/location/address: Wyndham Presbyterian Church, Wyndham, Southland District. 
Extant: 
Built:1884. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement Mataura Ensign 11/3/1884 

p.3d. 
Built for: Wyndham Presbyterian congregation.  

                                                                                                                                          
116 Clutha Leader, 7/4/1882 p.5. 
117 Clutha Leader, 7/4/1882 p.5. 
118 OW 8/4/1882 p.12. 
119 OW 8/4/1882 p.12. 
120 Knight, 1993 p.154. OW 8/4/1882 p.12. 
121 Newlands, 1934 p.3. 
122 This based on a photograph reproduced Newlands p.34 between pp1 and 3 
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39. Name/location/address: Congregational Church, 178 Forbury Road, St Clair, Dunedin. 
(Now the Reformed Church of Dunedin.) 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1885. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 4/9/1885 p.1e. 
Built for: The Congregational Church. 
Materials: Timber; originally a corrugated iron roof? 
Description: It is not entirely clear what was built in 1885 and what was added in 1898. 

What is there now is a modest structure with lumber weatherboard cladding with a 
nave and a transept and a forward reach to the street, with an interestingly gabled 
entrance on its corner. It is Gothic in style with lancet windows 

Building history: Opened 6/12/1885 with seating for 160; apparently some part of this 
was demolished and the rest enlarged in 1898 to seat 250. At that time it stood 
isolated and had a bell tower.123 

Notes: 1. The church was sold to the Methodists 31/3/1924 for £1,500. Bought by the 
Reformed Church in 1962 for £2,850 and £750 for the organ.124  

2. This is another church whose design by Lawson seems to have been overlooked for a 
long time. Neither Knight in 1993 nor Hamilton & Hamilton in 2009 mention it. 

3. It remains to be determined how much of what is there now is Lawson’s – and what 
his building looked like. 

40. Name/location/address: Second Lawrence Presbyterian Church, Lawrence, Clutha 
District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1886.125 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 30/1/1886; report of 

opening Tuapeka Times 8/9/1886 p.3. 
Built for: Lawrence Presbyterian congregation. 
Builder: Messrs Anderson and Godso of Dunedin.126 
Cost: £1,400.127 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick walls with Oamaru limestone trims; originally a slate 

roof? 
Description: Another of Lawson’s simple nave churches with vestigial transepts and a 

crenellated portico. This one featured a central, crenellated tower rising from the 
portico, topped by an open belfry. 

Building history: The brickwork has been rendered with cement and the belfry and 
pinnacles on the corners of the nave and the transepts have been removed. The 
structure was burnt out in 1997 but the shell has been refitted as a dwelling.128 

State of preservation: The original appearance and character have been seriously 
compromised. 

Notes: 1. Registered as a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2243.  

                                                
123 Knight, 1993 p. 271 gives an account of this, as do Hamilton & Hamilton, 2009, 
p.49, the latter a little fuller. Probably both are relying on Hendrik Storm, Reformed 
Church of Dunedin, 1955-1980. 
124 Knight, 1993, p.271, citing Hendrik Storm, Reformed Church of Dunedin, 1955-
1980. 
125 Opening reported Tuapeka Times 8/9/1886 p.3. 
126 Tuapeka Times 8/9/1886 p.3. 
127 Tuapeka Times 8/9/1886 p.3. 
128 Hamilton & Hamilton, 2009, p.101. 
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41. Name/location/address: Tokomairiro Presbyterian Church, 30-34 Union Street, Milton, 
South Otago, Clutha District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Tokomairiro Co-operating Parish. 
Built: 1888-1889.129 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 3/8/1888 p.3f; report of 

opening OW 24/10/1889 p.18a; drawing signed by Lawson JSHC. 
Built for: Tokomairiro Presbyterian congregation. 
Builder: Messrs Gore Brothers.130 
Cost: £2,997.131 
Materials: Stone foundations? Local hard stone and Oamaru limestone for the walls and 

trims. Originally a slate roof. 
Description: A substantial church in the gothic style with short transepts and a rearward 

extension accommodating a hall. The principal façade has a central tower above the 
main entrance, surmounted by a steeple. The building is a prominent landmark. The 
spire is disappointingly short for one of Lawson’s. It is interesting to know that his 
original design provided for a taller, more elegant one. It was built to the lesser 
height to save money.132 

State of preservation: The walls have been painted and the foundations appear to have 
been rendered in cement. 

Notes: 1. Lawson advertised for tenders for the iron railing and gates on a concrete 
foundation ODT 9/8/1889.  

2. NZHPT category 1 historic place reg. no. 2250. 

42. Name/location/address: Owaka Presbyterian Church, Owaka, Clutha District. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1890-1. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *A. See note.  
Built for: The Owaka Presbyterian congregation. 
Materials: Timber. 
Building history: Moved from its original site in 1907. 
Notes: Mr Ledgerwood has a seen a booklet in the museum in Owaka which gives the 

date of the building’s construction and says it was moved from its original site in 
1907 but doesn’t name an architect. By 1890-1 Lawson had left New Zealand but he 
could have designed it before leaving. On the basis of its appearance Mr Ledgerwood 
considers it likely he did. 

43. Name/location/address: Presbyterian church, Yarram, Shire of Wellington, Victoria, 
Australia. Now St Andrew’s Uniting Church. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1895. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: BEMJ 29/6/1895 s. p.2. 
Built for: The Presbyterian congregation, Yarram, Victoria. 
Materials: Brick with stone trims and band courses; originally a slate roof? 
Description: A modest brick church in a plain Gothic style consisting of a nave with 

                                                
129 ODT 3/8/1888 p.3f carries Lawson’s advertisement calling tenders. OW 24/10/1889 
p.17e reports the opening on Sunday 13th October 1889. 
130 OW 24/10/1889 p.17e. 
131 OW 24/10/1889 p.17e. 
132 Lawson’s drawing shows the original proportions of the tower. Allison, 1954, p.11, 
relying on the parish records, notes it was deliberately reduced to save money. 
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stub transepts and a handsome three storey tower topped by a square-plan, 
mansarded steeple. The tower reduces and has a part-roof between the second and 
third storeys similar to the one on Lawson’s Enfield Presbyterian church. The stub 
transepts are familiar from several of Lawson’s designs, including Enfield.  

Notes: The prominent band courses, especially contrasting with brick, is characteristic 
of this period. It is interesting to see Lawson employing them, keeping up to date 
with decorative fashions. 

44. Name/location/address: Presbyterian College church, 149 Royal Parade, Parkville, 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia. Now the Parkville Uniting Church. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1897-1898. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: BEMJ 7/8/1897 s. p.2; The Southern Cross 

12/8/1892. See note. 
Built for: The Presbyterian College, Parkville. 
Materials: Brick with Oamaru limestone trims. 
Description: A brick church with a central porch, corner tower and short transepts. The 

tower is notable for being crowned and is thought to be singular in Australia.133 
Although the tower is set at the left the principal façade is one of Lawson’s triangular 
compositions with the entrance at the centre and the gable top forming the peak of 
the triangle. The porch crenellations and the pinnacles recall Lawson’s Lawrence 
Presbyterian church for example. The hooded window in the gable point resembles 
that on Knox Church’s south elevation. George O’Brien’s Designs of R.A. Lawson… 
painted in the late 1860s shows a crown towered church, the tower visible very close 
to the right of First Church’s tower. The tower and its crown are very close to those 
on the Melbourne building. The church is a pleasing composition and particularly 
interesting for its unusual tower. 

Notes: 1. The National Trust of Victoria’s citation gives Lawson the role of supervising 
architect only and mentions no primary one. At this time Lawson was in partnership 
with Frederick W. Grey and perhaps it supposed the primary role was his. Perhaps 
something is said about this in The Southern Cross 12/8/1892 which the citation 
refers to but which this writer has not seen. Even so, given the characteristically 
Lawson traits mentioned above and the tower which so closely resembles the one he 
had designed in the 1860s, it seems the primary role should be given to Lawson.  

2. The Southern Cross reference is perhaps also the source of the suggestion that this 
tower is modelled on those of Kings College Aberdeen and St Giles, Edinburgh. (The 
citation says more cautiously it was ‘inspired by mediaeval Scottish precedents’.) 
Lawson’s tower, or rather its crown spire, might have been inspired by either, or 
both. Lawson’s flying buttresses are not enriched, or one might say encumbered, as 
St Giles’s are, with several minor pinnacles and crockets. While Kings College’s 
buttresses are less elaborated they meet at a lower pitch. Lawson’s crown thus seems 
simpler and more soaring than either, which is characteristic and a significant 
element in his most successful designs. It is interesting to notice too that his topmost 
spire on the unrealised upperwork of the Benevolent Institution, depicted to the right 
of his crown tower in George O’Brien’s picture, very closely resembles St Giles’s, 
although that whole design’s inspiration seems to be the Chateau of Chambord (see 
below). From such elements and images Lawson proceeded to make his own very 
personal designs. 

45. Name/location/address: St John’s Presbyterian Church, Kite Street, Orange, New South 
Wales, Australia. Now the St. John’s Uniting Church. 

                                                
133 Citation, National Trust of Victoria, file number B4060. 
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Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1898.134 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Inscribed drawing JSHC. 
Built for: St John’s Presbyterian congregation, Orange, New South Wales. 
Materials: Hard stone foundations; brick for the upper parts with sandstone trims; a 

slate roof. 
Description: A modest church consisting of a nave with short transepts. There is a side 

porch with the entrance and a rearward extension, perhaps both later additions. The 
principal gable end has a forward extension perhaps incorporating an original porch. 
There is a flying buttress there too which perhaps was not part of the original 
structure. The style is 13th century Gothic. 

Building history: Appears to have been added to several times. 
Notes: Quite a handsome country church seems to have been somewhat compromised 

by later reductions and additions. 

46. Name/location/address: St Enoch’s Presbyterian Church Alexandra, Central Otago 
District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: Originally 1877.135 These additions and alterations 1901. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson and Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

21/9/1901 p.9a. 
Built for: The Presbyterian congregation, Alexandra. 
Builder: Mr. Wilkinson.136 
Cost: Appears to have been £400.137 
Description: Additions and alterations. 
Notes: It is not known who originally designed this church. 
 

Other ecclesiastical 

47. Name/location/address: Altar for St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1871. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article OW 14/10/1871 p.8. 
Built for: The Dunedin Roman Catholic Diocese. 
Builder: Mr David Hunter for the construction. Mr Louis Godfrey was the stone 

carver.138 
Materials: Kakanui stone. 
Description: The Otago Witness described it as ‘truly beautiful’ and said ‘As a work of 

art executed in Dunedin we may justly be proud’. It consisted of steps, a platform, 
altar, super altar and tabernacle. The altar was seven feet long inside the reredos 
abutments supporting the super-altar. The altar’s fascia was deeply recessed, flanked 
by circular, carved columns and divided into three circular panels ‘with quatrefoil 
sunk and moulded internal ribs’. Each panel had monograms and the central one, the 
crown of thorns. The effect was described as ‘peculiarly rich’, meaning ‘very 

                                                
134 Apparently this was the date the design was accepted. Email, Alison Russell, Orange 
City Council/Peter Entwisle 24/11/2011. 
135 Articles, Dunstan Times 19/10/1877 p.2; Tuapeka Times 24/10/1877 p.3. 
136 Alexandra Presbyterian Church Ninetieth Jubilee 1865-1955, p.6.  
137 Alexandra Presbyterian Church Ninetieth Jubilee 1865-1955, p.6. 
138 OW 14/10/1871 p.8. 
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elaborate’. The columns were also enriched with decoration. Above them, but below 
the altar table top, there were trefoil openings extending completely through the altar 
with trefoil arched openings and the spandrels between were enriched with floral 
decoration. There were pendants in the intervening arches carved in fine relief and in 
the centre a figure of a dove with outstretched wings – a motif Lawson used several 
times – apparently rising from the body of the altar. Extending from the dove 
towards the central carved panel there were ‘beautifully executed star-formed rays’. 
The Tabernacle, literally a tent or hut in Latin, but in church use the place where very 
sacred things are kept, is usually a cupboard or recess above and behind the altar 
proper. This one was ‘in itself a complete and well-executed piece of art, richly 
moulded and decorated in keeping with the body of the altar. It too had doves, and a 
tapering canopy. The Witness concluded the whole composition ‘we may truly 
designate a work of high art.’ 

Notes: It would be good to know if this survives somewhere. 

48. Name/location/address: Presbyterian Hall, Roslyn, 580 Highgate, Roslyn, Dunedin. 
Extant: Yes. See note. 
Built: 1869, 1872, 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Initial building: tender advertisement ODT 9/4/1869 

p.3g. 1872 extension: tender advertisement ODT 28/12/1872 p.3f. 1874 addition and 
alteration: tender advertisement ODT 25/7/1874 p.3h. See note. 

Built for: Roslyn Presbyterian congregation. 
Description: ‘Presbyterian Meeting-house and School’ – presumably a Sunday school. 

This was later extended by Lawson and then added to and altered by him. 
State of preservation: Compromised by being roughcast and having its windows 

replaced with metal-framed modern ones. 
Notes: 1. A letter to the editor ODT 9/4/1869 p.3g appears to be objecting to this project 

on the grounds it is a church hall rather than a secular or at least an 
interdenominational one.  

2. Lawson placed two tender advertisements in connection with the initial project, one 
for the removal and re-erection of an existing building, the other for erecting the new 
one.  

3. There is a building on the site now which is presumably this. It is timber but has been 
roughcast. It still has some sash windows so was not originally a church. A simple 
structure with a steeply pitched roof it has had additions at either side like aisles 
under lean to roofs and others at its further end. 

4. The 1872 and 1874 advertisements are for work on ‘Roslyn Hall’. It might be 
wondered if the Borough’s hall was intended. I think not because Lawson was happy 
to refer to that explicitly as ‘Council Hall Roslyn Borough’ (see below). The absence 
of the word ‘Presbyterian’ in these advertisements may reflect the kind of 
sensitivities about the building’s purpose expressed in the letter cited above. 

49. Name/location/address: St Andrew’s Church, corner Melville and Carroll Streets, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 9/4/1869 p.3g. 
Built for: St Andrew’s Presbyterian congregation, Dunedin. 
Materials: Wood. 
Description: ‘Removal and Re-Erection of Wooden building now in occupation by St 

Andrew’s Presbyterian congregation’. 
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50. Name/location/address: Conventual Establishment, Wakari, Dunedin. (Apparently The 
Kwok Residence, the present 216 Taieri Road.) 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *I. Tender advertisement ODT 12/2/1874 p.4e. 
Materials: The extensions wood, the gate lodge stone. 
Description: Extensions and a gate lodge. What appears to have been the convent, 216 

Taieri Road, is a very long, low structure like a house under twin gabled roofs. It has 
been modified but what appears to have been its principal, entrance front is on the 
end facing away from the Taieri Road. The site is high and the building is well above 
the road and set back. There have been additions at the rear so that its former 
appearance is not readily discernible. 

State of preservation: Compromised. 
Notes: The building’s site is adjacent to that of St Mary’s Catholic church whose 

address is also on Taieri Road and where there is a church hall or Sunday School on 
the boundary with 216. Above 216 is the large site of St Mary’s Catholic School 
whose buildings are modern and whose street address is 6a Cromwell Street. When 
the building was a convent it was conveniently located for the church and the school 
and it seems it was occupied by Dominicans, a teaching order, who presumably 
taught at the school. 

51. Name/location/address: Classrooms in First Church grounds, Moray Place, Dunedin. 
Extant: Apparently not. 
Built: 1900. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: +Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

6/12/1900 p.1f. 
Built for: First Church of Otago congregation. 
Notes: It isn’t clear how much of this, if any, may be Lawson’s and how much 

Salmond’s. 
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Memorials, Monuments and Mausoleums 

52. Name/location/address: Memorial to Dr Burns, vestibule First Church, Dunedin. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1876. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article OW 19/2/1876 p.10. 
Built for: First Church of Otago congregation. 
Builder: Messrs Thomson and Co. of Moray Place, Dunedin. 
Materials: Kakanui stone; black marble. 
Description: The Witness said it was ‘In the Gothic style’ and ‘[that it] has an elegant 

appearance and is in harmony with the surrounding architecture’. It takes the form of 
a shrine, or side altar, set in a niche in the vestibule wall. The niche is flanked by 
pillars and topped by a pointed arch, the mouldings and decoration worked to 
harmonise with those of the rest of the interior. The shrine proper has a platform, 
again moulded to match the surrounding wainscoting. Above there is a plinth whose 
forward face has a recess with five apertures formed by delicate columns supporting 
pointed arches. They are open to an interior cavity which would be the reliquary in 
the shrine’s Mediaeval antecedents, with an effigy or the remains of the deceased. 
This chamber is much too small for that and instead serves as a ciborium, and 
signifies an absence. At the top of the plinth there is a cornice interrupted in the 
centre by a gable rising above it like a pediment. Below this there is a recess with a 
burning bush carved in relief while the point of the gable is surmounted by a cross. 
Instead of a flat, altar table top the shrine rises in receding steps from the plinth until 
it reaches what in a true altar would be the reredos. In its place there is a black 
marble tablet, inscribed to commemorate the dedicatee, set inside a pillared and 
arched surround. The arches’ outer rims are enriched with decorative carvings. 
Below their capitals there are tasselled drapes, carved in relief, a signifier of 
mourning. The gable point is produced into a finial taking the form of a fleur de lis 
surmounted by a coronet. It is an impressive memorial, successfully combining 
vigour and not a little ornament with a masterful restraint, essential in this tribute to a 
senior Presbyterian clergyman in a Presbyterian church.  

State of preservation: Good. It seems to have been painted. 

53. Name/location/address: Jessie Lawson’s tombstone, Northern Cemetery, Dunedin. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *A. Attributed to him because it commemorates his 

daughter and appears plausibly his design.139 
Built for: The Lawson family. 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia for the foundation; Oamaru limestone for the upper 

work. 
Description: A tombstone taking the form of a low platform, or stylobate, surmounted 

by a plinth carved to resemble a cairn, from which springs the shaft of a cross whose 
transept is embellished with a prominent eight pointed star. The latter’s centre has a 
raised, circular rim bearing the legend ‘Jesus Loves Me’. The base of the cairn has a 
fascia with a carved inscription ‘Wee Jessie’. It is an unusual tombstone and of 
course poignant. 

State of preservation: There has been some damage, perhaps considerable. 
Notes: Norman Ledgerwood has observed that for Christians the eight pointed star is the 

Star of Redemption or Regeneration and represents baptism. The bases of baptismal 
                                                
139 Stewart Harvey first identified this tombstone as a probable Lawson. 



29 

fonts are often octagonal. 

54. Name/location/address: Larnach family tomb, northern cemetery, Dunedin. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1881.140 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Signed drawings JSHC. 
Built for: W. J. M. Larnach. 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia foundations; Oamaru limestone for the upper parts; 

slate roof. 
Description: It has been described as a miniature of Lawson’s First Church. The plan is 

a Latin cross with a fairly short main axis. The entrance is at the base of a tower 
which rises from the foot of the cross. The tower is surmounted by pinnacles and a 
spire resembling First Church’s. Behind it the crypt is of a very short cruciform plan 
with three arched gables, each with traceried windows. Inside there is a hammer 
beam ceiling.141 

Building history: The original vault below the crypt floor was filled with concrete in the 
1970s. 

Condition:  
State of preservation: It was badly vandalised over many years with substantial damage 

to the window traceries. A careful restoration was completed by 17/9/2011.142 
Notes: 1.Attempts at repair had been made before but that completed in 2011 was by far 

the most thorough. Under the auspices of the Historic Cemeteries Conservation Trust 
of New Zealand and inspired by its Chairman Stewart Harvey it took 18 months to 
complete and cost $345,000. The stone work was carried out by Marcus Wainwright 
and the stained glass work by Peter Mackenzie.143  

2. Formerly registered as a category 1 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 4919. It is 
now part of the Northern Cemetery which is a category 1 historic place reg. no. 7658. 

55. Name/location/address: Pedestal for the Robbie Burns statue, the Octagon, Dunedin.  
Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Dunedin City Council. 
Built: 1887. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 18/2/1887 p.3.144  
Materials: Peterhead pink granite on Port Chalmers breccia foundations.  
Description: An admirably simple pedestal with crisp geometry.  
Building history: The Alexander McMillan Terrace was constructed around its base in 

the 1960s. This was modified in the Octagon refurbishment of 1989. 
Condition: Good. 
State of preservation: Excellent. 

56. Name/location/address: Memorial Tablet, St Kilda Presbyterian Church, Melbourne, 
Victoria, Australia. 

Extant: Apparently. 
Built: 1899. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: BEMJ 19/3/1898 p.77; 9/9/1899 p.311. 
                                                
140 The date is carved in raised relief on the shield above the entrance lintel. 
141 Knight, 1981, p.56 reproduces a photograph of it when it was completed. It shows 
the front and the west elevations. 
142 Smith, ODT 17/9/2011 p.47. 
143 Smith, ODT 17/9/2011 p.47. 
144 It mentions the erection of the Burns Statue and pedestal and indicates the 
specifications and particulars are at Lawson’s office. 
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Built for: St Kilda Presbyterian Church congregation. 
Materials: Plaster for the frame; white marble for the tablet.145 
Description: A tablet in a stone relief tabernacle frame, set into a wall. The frame is 

elaborate with double column pilasters either side and embellished arched mouldings 
above, the latter topped by a double fleur de lis finial. 

Notes: Dedicated to Samuel Robertson D.D., who died 30th March 1899. 

57. Name/location/address: McKenzie Memorial Cairn, Pakihiwitahi, Horse Range, 
Waitaki District. 

Extant: No. Collapsed before 1931.146 
Built: 1901-2. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article OW 18/12/1901 p.55c. 
Built for: The Dunedin Gaelic Society. 
Materials: Unhewn stone, ‘rough’ concrete, marble  
Description: A hill top memorial taking the form of a cairn topped by a pedestal 

supporting a Maltese cross with an inscribed marble slab set into the cairn. The cairn 
was a tapering column of unhewn stone 63 feet high, tapering from 30 feet at the 
base to 8 at the top. The pedestal was ‘rough’ concrete and six feet high. The Maltese 
cross and its supporting wreath were carved in stone and nine feet high. The 
memorial slab was set into the cairn nine feet above the base and the surrounding 
stone was dressed and there was a concrete band further up the cairn twenty four feet 
from the ground.147 The aim was that the memorial should be widely visible from the 
surrounding countryside and the idea of a rugged cairn doubtless seemed suitable to 
commemorate a man who might be viewed as a Highland chief. 

Notes: 1. Although this commission is from the time of Lawson’s partnership with 
Salmond we may be sure it is Lawson’s work because there are specifications for it 
signed by Lawson and dated 1901.148  

2. The memorial commemorated Sir John McKenzie (1839-1901) who died 
6/8/1901and should not be confused with Mackay John Scobie McKenzie (1845-1901) 
who died 15/9/1901. Both were politicians but represented different interests, Sir John 
McKenzie that of the small landholder.  
3. The use of ‘rough’ or unfinished concrete is interesting for exploiting the textural 

qualities of the material in conjunction with unhewn stone. It was the designers’ 
conscious attempt to ‘preserve the “cairn” idea’ within asymmetrical composition.149 
As in other of Lawson’s designs exuberance was to be given play under very strict 
constraints, the secret of some of his greatest successes.  

4. After the cairn collapsed a replacement was erected on the summit of Puketapu, a 
prominent hill near Palmerston, Waitaki District, which was unveiled 13/7/1931.150 

                                                
145 Stewart Harvey has inspected the memorial and advised the compiler the frame is 
plaster. (Notes, telephone discussion Stewart Harvey/Peter Entwisle 28/10/2011 in the 
compiler’s possession.) 
146 Griffiths, 1982, p.6. 
147 OW 18/12/1901 p.55c. 
148 The specifications are among the Salmond papers at HC where David Murray found 
them. Email, David Murray/Peter Entwisle 25/1/2012. 
149 OW 18/12/1901 p.55c. 
150 Griffiths, 1982, p.6. 
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Commercial 

Banks 

58. Name/location/address: Bank of Otago, Clutha Ferry, (now Balclutha) south Otago, 
Clutha District. 

Extant: 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 23/3/1866 p.7e. 
Built for: The Bank of Otago Ltd.  

59. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand, Milton, south Otago, Clutha District. 
Extant: No. Demolished. 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 19/3/1867 p.2c & North 

Otago Times 23/4/1867 p.2. There is also a tender advertisement ODT 25/12/1867 
p.3c, for stables and fencing. 

Built for: The Bank of New Zealand. 
Builder: Messrs Chisholm and Riddel.151 
Cost: About £1,900.152 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick rendered in cement for the upper parts; slate roof.  
Description: A two storeyed Italianate, free-standing villa with a balustraded, single 

storey porch at the centre of the street front. There was a triangular pediment rising 
above the roof-line also in the centre, topping the floor above the porch, with the 
bank’s name in the tympanum. The street and side elevations were heavily rusticated 
in mannerist fashion. The quoining on the first floor was extended to form broad 
pilasters with alternated vermiculated courses. There was a deep corbel table and tall 
chimney stacks, rising above the roof line at either side to lend height to the whole 
composition. The first floor was not so high as the ground floor yet there was no 
sense of compression or incompleteness. Considering this was a small building it 
managed to achieve a remarkable impression of grandeur. Its elaborately worked 
surfaces and busy detailing might have been fussy. Instead the bank was elegantly 
finished. 

Notes: 1. On 17/4/1867 it was expected work would begin immediately and finish in 
about six months.153  

2. It was described in the Bruce Herald 28/4/1869 p.6 as ‘an imposing structure’.  
3. This appears in George O’Brien’s Designs of R.A. Lawson… immediately to the  
left of First Church. 

60. Name/location/address Bank of New Zealand, Waikouaiti, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 19//9/1867 p.3c. 
Built for: The Bank of New Zealand. 
Materials: Stone. 
Notes: This was replaced by the structure erected in 1869 described below. 

61. Name/location/address: Bank of Otago, Milton, Clutha District. 

                                                
151 Bruce Herald, 23/4/1867 p.2. 
152 Bruce Herald, 23/4/1867 p.2. 
153 Bruce Herald, 23/4/1867 p.2. 
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Extant: No. 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article Bruce Herald, 28/4/1869 p.6. 
Built for: The Bank of Otago Ltd. 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick rendered in cement for the upper parts; slate roof. 
Description: A single storey building with a central street front capped by a triangular 

pediment with flanking peristyles. These featured arched window embrasures and 
carriage entrances, all treated fairly plainly. The peristyles were intended as shop 
fronts but a photograph shows them without any buildings behind. The central 
building front had a modest stylobate, pilasters, and a circular bas relief in the 
tympanum, embellished with volutes.  

Notes: There is a detailed description of the exterior and interior of the building, taken 
from Lawson’s plans while it was under construction Bruce Herald 28/4/1869 p.6. 

62. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand, Hawkesbury, now Waikouaiti, 200 
Main Road, Waikouaiti, Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1869.154 Altered by Lawson 1885.155 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 4/2/1869 p.4g. Also article 

OW 1/5/1869 p.13. 
Built for: The Bank of New Zealand. 
Materials: Stone.156 Slate roofs.  
Description: A modest, two storey building, with a central portico between arched 

windows, simple quoining, soft balustering and a pronounced cornice or corbel table, 
with decorative, volute faux corbels. There is a visible, hipped roof and chimney stacks 
rising at opposite sides as seen from the street. A simple Palladian villa. 

Building history: It was altered in 1885 by Lawson. At a later date a first floor verandah 
was added to the street front. 

State of preservation: The addition of the verandah badly compromises the main 
elevation. 

Notes: 1. This was a replacement of the building put up in 1867 described above.  
2. The building now houses the Waikouaiti District Museum.  
3. Lawson used variations of this design for his smaller country branch buildings for the 

BNZ. It is related to his designs for Dr Borrows’ houses at 325 Stuart St & 111 Moray 
Place (now Tangente) Dunedin.  

4. In 2011 plans were announced to relocate the museum and restore the building.157 

63. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand, Palmerston, Waitaki District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869. Altered and extended 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 13/2/1869 p.1b; 

18/10/1873 p.3c. 
Built for: The Bank of New Zealand. 
Builder: Mr Thomas Whinam of Waikouaiti.158 
Cost: £495 10s. 
Materials: Wood for the 1873 alterations and additions.159 

                                                
154 Report of laying of foundation stone, OW 1/5/1869 p.13. 
155 Tender advertisement ODT 22/5/1885 p.4f. 
156 ODT 4/2/1869 p.4g. 
157 ODT 20/9/2011 p.14. 
158 ODT 26/2/1869 p.2f. 
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Building history: Lawson made wooden alterations and additions in 1873.160  

64. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand, Timaru District. 
Extant: No. 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/10/1869 p.1d; article 

North Otago Times, 5/10/1869 p.2. ODT 28/4/1882 p.1h for Lawson’s additions and 
alterations. 

Built for: The Bank of New Zealand.  
Materials: Brick rendered in cement. 
Description: Two storeyed. A Burton Brothers photograph shows it as having a single 

storeyed portico on the street front, with a balustrade, centrally set in a shallow 
forward reach the full height of the building, topped by a pediment. The ground floor 
windows were round topped while the first floor ones are square headed. The 
portico’s pillars are heavily rusticated and there is a fairly prominent corbel table at 
the top of the two visible elevations (the street and its right flanking wall) with a 
blind balustrade above.161 

Notes: There is a brief description of the building North Otago Times 5/10/1869 p.2 
which also says tenders have been let and names Lawson as the architect. 

65. Name/location/address: Bank of Otago, later a branch of the National Bank of New 
Zealand, 11 Thames Street, Oamaru, Waitaki District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1869-1871.162 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/10/1869 p.1d; 

description OW 4/2/1871 p.16. The latter says the supervising architect was Mr 
Forrester. 

Built for: The Bank of Otago Ltd. 
Builder: Messrs Hunter and Goodfellow, Dunedin.163 
Cost: Not to exceed £3,500.164 
Materials: Oamaru limestone for the upper parts; originally a galvanised iron roof.  
Description: A small, Palladian villa with a pedimented Corinthian portico set at the 

centre of the street elevation. Two storeys on a basement it is a very elegant building. 
It is an interesting counterpart to its immediately southern neighbour, the former Bank 
of New South Wales and now the Forrester Gallery, another of Lawson’s Palladian 
designs. 

State of preservation: The exterior good. 
Notes: 1. Lawson’s immediate inspiration for this may have been David Rhind’s 

Commercial Bank of Scotland, 1844, now The Dome, in Edinburgh. It echoed an 
earlier building on the site. But the ultimate source is Palladio: the Villa Badoer and 
the Villa Foscari, for example. Rhind’s tympanum is enriched with full relief statuary; 
Lawson’s is not. This doubtless reflects differences of budget, social context and 
temperament. But Lawson’s asperity is closer to the source in spirit and effect. At the 

                                                                                                                                          
159 ODT 18/10/1873 p.3c. 
160 ODT 18/10/1873 p.3c. 
161 The compiler has a digital image of the photograph, supplied by Norman 
Ledgerwood. 
162 ODT 6/10/1869 p.1d; OW 4/2/1871 p.16. 
163 North Otago Times 21/2/1871 p.2. 
164 OW 4/2/1871 p.16. 
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time the manner was identified as ‘Roman… Corinthian order’ or ‘Corinthian (Roman 
Style)’, rather than Italian Renaissance.165  

2. There are two contemporary descriptions OW 4/2/1871 p.16 interesting for regretting 
the economy of using galvanised iron for the roof rather than slate and the second 
North Otago Times 21/2/1871 p.2 for its further, detailed description of the interior, 
including the living quarters and their luxurious appointments. 

3. Registered as a category 1 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 363. 

66. Name/location/address: Bank of Otago, 16 George Street, Port Chalmers, Dunedin 
(later the National Bank of New Zealand, later still The Crafty Banker). 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: OW 1/1/1870 p.16. 
Built for: The Bank of Otago. 
Builder: Mr F. Butler.166 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia foundations; brick rendered in cement at the street 

front; slate roofs. 
Description: With two floors above a basement this is a lower but wider visible relation 

of David Ross’s Bank of Otago in Princes Street, central Dunedin, which Lawson 
had added to and modified in 1867. There is a photograph of that as it appeared after 
Lawson’s modifications and of the Port Chalmers complex as it appeared when it 
still had the adjoining and stylistically integrated structure on its upper side built at 
the same time as the bank.167 A comparison shows the Princes Street bank to have 
had a similar portico and ground floor window to the parallel features of the bank 
portion of the Port Chalmers complex. The treatment of the first floors is also 
somewhat similar if not quite so close. From a contemporary description of Ross’s 
work it is clear these parts of the Princes Street building were his design not 
Lawson’s.168 The latter has re-worked his colleague’s design which nevertheless is 
primary here. 

State of preservation: Externally fairly good for the bank proper although the 
complementary adjoining premises have been demolished. 

Notes: 1. An imposing building for such an early time in Port Chalmers’ urban 
development. 

2. The article cited above described its architecture as ‘of the Ionic order’. The capitals 
are Doric but this may be a reference to the ground floor stylobate and similar feature 
on the first floor from which the pilasters rise. 

3. When it was constructed this building was accompanied by another, since 
demolished, on its upper side in a generally matching design. That was the premises 
of Messrs Thomson Brothers, ship-chandlers, to make a single, balanced 
composition. This was noted at the time and that structure owed its design to this 
even if Lawson wasn’t formally contracted.169  

4. The dependence of this design on Ross’s for the Princes branch of the Bank makes 
one wonder if the proprietors were seeking a house style, although they used very 
different ones for other branches, such as the one at Oamaru described above. 

                                                
165 OW 4/2/1871 p.16 for the first, North Otago Times 21/2/1871 p.2 for the second. 
166 OW 1/1/1870 p.16. 
167 The photo of the Bank of Otago, Princes Street, Dunedin is reproduced Knight, 1981, 
p.18. The writer has a digital image of the Port Chalmers complex supplied by Norman 
Ledgerwood. 
168 ODT 18/4/1865 p.9e. 
169 OW 1/1/1870 p.16. 
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67. Name/location/address: Bank of Otago, now a house, Outram, Dunedin. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article Bruce Herald 16/2/1870 p.3. 
Built for: The Bank of Otago Ltd. 
Materials: Brick, rendered in cement above the ground. 
Description: A single storey building on a pointed corner site with restrained, Italianate 

treatment. There is a modest pillared and triangular pedimented entrance, perhaps a 
signature for the Bank of Otago. Its building in Princes Street Dunedin, and the one 
Lawson designed for it on George Street Port Chalmers, have similar features 
although those structures are tall and elaborate urban palazzi. Lawson’s Oamaru 
Bank of Otago also has a large and imposing feature of this sort, although there the 
whole composition is like one of Palladio’s free standing country villas. The Outram 
Bank of Otago’s side walls feature tall, arched windows with vigorously moulded yet 
plain, pilasters, architraving and faux keystones set in panels between larger and 
wholly unadorned pilasters. It is doubtless this lack of ornament which led the Bruce 
Herald’s reporter to describe the portico pillars as ‘Egyptian’, although ‘Doric’ 
would be more accurate. It is really a very plain Palladian treatment, something like 
the Villa Godi or the end of the side wing of Villa Angarano. 

State of preservation: Fair. It has been converted into a dwelling. 
Notes: This represents one of Lawson’s house styles for the Bank of Otago. His single 

storey building for the same institution in Milton was also plain like this. It too 
featured a triangular pediment above the whole of the central, building front.  

68. Name/location/address: Union Bank of Australia, corner of Liverpool & Princes 
Streets, Dunedin. Later a branch of the ANZ bank; now Stilettos nightclub. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1873-1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 30/1/1873 p.1d. 
Built for: The Union Bank of Australia. 
Builder: James Gore.170 Clerk of Works Mr E.W. U’Ren.171 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia for the basement; Oamaru limestone for the upper 

floors; slate roof. 
Description: A two storeyed Palladian villa on a boldly textured basement, on a corner 

site with a pedimented Corinthian portico at the principal street front. Another 
version of his Bank of Otago Oamaru.  

Building history: Constructed 1873 to 1874. Retrofitted and clumsily earthquake 
strengthened with aggressive interior tie rods 1976-77. 

State of preservation: The interior is compromised but the shell is well preserved.  
Notes: 1. It has been suggested the inspiration for this was David Rhind’s building for 

the Commercial Bank of Scotland in Edinburgh.172 The same may be said of this as 
of Lawson’s Bank of Otago, Oamaru: the connection is likely; the ultimate source is 
Palladio; Lawson’s relatively chaste designs seem closer to Palladio than Rhind’s.  

2. In 1875 this was ‘said to be the finest example of an Oamaru stone building in 
Dunedin, and probably in New Zealand’, an overstatement but a reflection of how 
well it was regarded.173 

                                                
170 Knight & Wales, 1988, p.145. 
171 OW 13/3/1875 p.9. 
172 Dictionary of Scottish Architects, website: http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk. 
Accessed 31/5/10. 
173 OW 13/2/1875 p.9. 
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3. Registered as a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2138. 

69. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand, Mataura, Gore District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 4/12/1873 p.3c. 
Built for: The Bank of New Zealand. 
Description: ‘Branch buildings’. 

70. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand, Clutha Ferry, (now Balclutha), Clutha 
District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1874-5.174 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 20/10/1874 p.3d; 

29/1/1875 p.3d. 
Built for: The Bank of New Zealand. 
Builder: Mr Barty of Balclutha.175 
Cost: £1,996.176 
Materials: Concrete.177 
Description: Two storeys with accommodation for the manager as well as banking 

offices.178 It was said to be ‘finished in a very handsome style, and is unquestionably 
an ornament to the town’.179 

Notes: This was to replace an earlier building and tenders were called for constructing it 
in either concrete or timber.180 There must have been some concern about this because 
a further tender advertisement called for tenders for building in brick.181 Concrete was 
eventually chosen and its use was said to be gaining popularity. The bank’s former 
premises were bought and moved to another site.182 Although expected to be finished 
in July 1874 the new building’s completion was reported on the 30th of December 
1875 when it was expected to be open for business with the new year.183 

71. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand, Arrowtown, now the Lakes District 
Museum, 49 Buckingham Street, Arrowtown, Queenstown Lakes District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Queenstown Lakes District Council. 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 18/1/1875 p.3f. 
Built for: The Bank of New Zealand. 

                                                
174 Lawson advertised for tenders ODT 20/10/1874 p.3. It was reported a tender had 
been accepted Clutha Leader 4/3/1875 p.5. The building was reported completed Clutha 
Leader 30/12/1875 p.5. 
175 Clutha Leader 4/3/1875 p.5. 
176 Clutha Leader 4/3/1875 p.5. 
177 Clutha Leader 4/3/1875 p.5. 
178 Clutha Leader 4/3/1875 p.5. 
179 Clutha Leader 30/12/1875 p.5. 
180 ODT 20/10/1874 p3d for the tender advertisement. Same information reported OW 
24/10/1874 p.15. 
181 ODT 29/1/1875 p.3d. The OW 16/1/1875 p.14 also said Lawson had plans in hand for 
a brick building for the Bank of New Zealand at Balclutha. 
182 Clutha Leader 18/3/1875 p.5. 
183 Clutha Leader 4/3/1875 p.5; 30/12/1875 p.5. 
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Materials: Schist stone for the foundations and walls; slate roof. 
Description: A simple single storey masonry building with a symmetrical façade 

composed of deep-set windows between pilasters, above a stylobate with a central 
entrance. There is a deep corbel table forming the eaves with ornamental volute 
corbels. In this small Palladian villa Lawson has used the façade’s relief to create 
chiaroscuro effects – a response to the locally strong sun. 

Building history: Since becoming a museum a wing has been added. 
State of preservation: A wing has been added to accommodate an extension of the 

museum the structure now houses. The removal of most of the chimney stacks, a key 
element of the design, has compromised the original building. But it is otherwise 
essentially intact. 

Notes: There is a basement below the street visible from the side. 

72. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand, Clinton, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement, Clutha Leader 10/6/1875 p.4; 

report of its completion Clutha Leader 25/11/1875 p.5. 
Built for: The Bank of New Zealand. 
Description: ‘A very neat, substantial building.’184 

73. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand Outram, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/7/1875 p.1h also a 

signed plan. 
Built for: The Bank of New Zealand. 
Materials: Timber.  
Description: A single storey structure with a raised street elevation with a central 

entrance flanked by pairs of windows, all arch topped. There were pilasters and a 
prominent cornice surmounted by a blind balustrade, with a central semi-circular 
pediment with the bank’s name in the tympanum. A very modest branch bank 
building. 

Building history: It appears to have survived well into the 20thC. 

74. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand, Mosgiel, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/7/1875 p.1h. 
Built for: the Bank of New Zealand. 

75. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand, Naseby, Central Otago District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1876. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/9/1876 p.1d. 
Built for: The Bank of New Zealand.  

76. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand, corner of George, Pitt & London 
Streets, Dunedin. 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1877. 
                                                
184 Clutha Leader, 25/11/1875 p.5. 



38 

Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article ODT 14/2/1877 p.4e. 
Built for: The Bank of New Zealand. 
Builder: Mr Robert Martin. 
Cost: ‘About £1,500.’185 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: Two storey ‘flat iron’ building on a narrowly pointed corner site, the 

fenestration treated in Lawson’s reserved Palazzo Farnese manner with alternating 
arched and triangular pediments. 

Building history: Demolished in the 1930s to make way for the present building. 
Notes: There is a photograph of the forward part of the building, seen from the north 

and another showing its London Street and George Street elevations, both taken in 
the 19thC.186  

77. Name/location/address: Former Bank of New Zealand building, corner of Grey and 
George Streets Port Chalmers, Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1879-1880.187 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Certificate for work done in the ‘Erection of Bank of 

New Zealand Port Chalmers’ dated 20/7/1880 signed by Lawson.188 
Built for: The Bank of New Zealand. 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia for the basement; rendered brick for the upper parts? 

Originally a slate roof? 
Description: A two storey building on a basement fitted to its triangular site with the 

principal entrance at the point. The ground floor windows are arch topped while those 
on the first floor have alternating arched and triangular pediments. There is a dentil 
course and soffits in the eaves of a deep corbel table. The treatment is like Lawson’s 
for the Dunedin Municipal Chambers. 

Building history: Extended 1904. 189 
State of preservation: Good.  
Notes: 1. It had formerly been supposed this was by Lawson but Norman Ledgerwood 

discovered the record which proves it in 2010.  
2. The building was latterly one of Ralph Hotere’s studios. 
3. Registered as a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2317. 

78. Name/location/address: Bank of New South Wales, now the Forrester Gallery, 9 
Thames Street, Oamaru, Waitaki District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Waitaki District Council. 
Built: 1883. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 3/2/1883 p.1h.  
Built for: The Bank of New South Wales. 

                                                
185 ODT 14/2/1877 p.4e. 
186 HC. Reproduced Tod, 1984, p.42 for the first. Mr Ledgerwood has a version of the 
second taken from an original in the OSM he believes.  
187 NZHPT field report, Dunedin office. These identify Mason & Wales as the architects 
of the 1904 extension and offer the opinion Lawson may have designed the first part. 
The report was written by John Gray, 2005. 
188 Bank of New Zealand records, Wellington. Norman Ledgerwood discovered this and 
has supplied a copy to this writer. 
189 NZHPT field report, Dunedin office. These identify Mason & Wales as the architects 
of the 1904 extension. 
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Materials: Oamaru limestone for the upper parts; originally a slate roof.  
Description: A Palladian villa with a basement and two floors above street level. An 

unpedimented portico with Corinthian columns extends the full width of the street 
facade. This is an anticipation of Lowther Hall in Victoria. There are fine, enfiladed 
chambers on the first floor facing the street. The building makes an interesting 
contrast with Lawson’s 1871 Bank of Otago, now a branch of the National Bank of 
New Zealand, immediately to the north. 

State of preservation: Good. Unusually much of the interior remains. It is to be 
extended at the rear, but this seems to be being done reasonably carefully. 

Notes: 1. Of the four, surviving, masonry buildings in Lawson’s most overtly Palladian 
manner, this is the best preserved. Its high Victorian ceilings on the ground floor also 
remain. While a Palladian villa, or a Victorian bank isn’t easy to use as a public art 
gallery, there seems to be a serious concern here to extend the building to meet the 
gallery’s needs without doing undue damage to Lawson’s building. The proposed 
extension is not optimal. But the changes to the existing building will perhaps not 
compromise it unduly. 

2. Registered as a category 1 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 355. 
 

Hotels 

79. Name/location/address: Jopp’s Hotel, Clutha Ferry, now Balclutha, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 10/10/1866 p.1b. 
Built for: Mr Jopp.  
Description: ‘Billiard room etc.’190  
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

80. Name/location/address: Commercial Hotel, Lawrence, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 17/5/1867 p.6e. 
Built for: H. Bastings. 
Description: ‘Extensive additions to Commercial Hotel Lawrence.’191 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

81. Name/location/address: Thomas Collins’ hotel, Dunedin. (The White Horse Hotel on 
the south east corner of George and Frederick Streets.)192 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 30/5/1870 p.1d. 
Built for: Thomas Collins. 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: ‘Alterations and fittings.’ 
Notes: 1. As these were alterations and fittings Lawson may not have been responsible 
                                                
190 ODT 10/10/1866 p.1. 
191 ODT 17/5/1867 p.6. 
192 Tod [1985?] p.42 identifies Thomas Collins as the licensee of this hotel in 1870, p.42 
where he also reproduces a photo of the building. 
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for the whole design.  
2. Demolished and replaced by what is now the Westpac bank building late in the 19thC 

or early in the 20thC. 

82. Name/location/address: Star and Garter Hotel, Itchen Street, Oamaru, Waitaki District. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1867-1868.193 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement North Otago Times 31/5/1867 

p.1. 
Built for: Messrs Armstrong and Payne.194 
Materials: Oamaru limestone for the upper parts; originally a slate roof? 
Description: A two storey palazzo with massive, rusticated pilasters at ground floor level. 

The first floor is more simply treated but doesn’t feel inadequate to the ground floor’s 
weight. Symmetrically composed with a central pediment the street elevation is an 
interestingly original design. Giulio Romano’s Palazzo del Te has been suggested as 
part of its inspiration. 

Building history: This was an addition to the existing Masonic Hall opened in 1867. The 
two were clearly conceived as different parts of the same structure. The hotel was the 
east portion opened in 1868. In 1876 the Masonic Hall was converted to bedrooms. 
The building was gutted by fire 14/2/1915. It stood unoccupied for a while but was 
then used partly by the Returned Servicemen’s Association and partly by the 
Regimental Band as the Lyric Hall. The east wing is now owned by the Oamaru 
Repertory Society and houses a theatre complex.195 

State of preservation: Has been significantly modified-inside since it was built. 
Notes: 1. NZHPT category 1 historic place, reg. no. 3219.  
2. The building appears in George O’Brien’s painting Designs of R.A. Lawson… at far 

right above the two bottom most houses and below the two uppermost structures. 

83. Name/location/address: Commercial Hotel, Tokomairiro, now Milton, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1871. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 22/11/1871 p.1c. 
Description: ‘Extensive additions and public hall to Commercial Hotel Tokomairiro.’196 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

84. Name/location/address: Salutation Hotel, Rattray Street, Dunedin. (On the south east 
corner of Rattray and Arthur Streets.)197 

Extant: No. Demolished 1957. 
Built: 1872. 
                                                
193 The NZHPT citation, register no 3219 which covers this building and the integrated 
Masonic Hall states the first half of the present building was constructed as a combined 
hotel and Masonic Hall and was opened 16/5/1867. That seems unlikely because tenders 
were being called for the hotel after that date. Presumably it was the present west 
portion opened the following year 11/7/1868. 
194 ODT 23/5/1867 p.1c. 
195 NZHPT citation, register no. 3219. 
196 ODT 22/11/1871 p.1c. 
197 Tod, [1985?], p.36 has a photograph and a short account of the history of the license 
and the building. The license lapsed in 1903 after which the building became a dairy, a 
‘tuckshop’ for the boys of Otago Boys’ High School. Other information in this entry 
also comes from this source. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 23/9/1872 p.1g. 
Materials: Timber with a corrugated iron roof. 
Description: ‘Alterations and additions.’198 
Notes: As there were alterations and additions Lawson may not have been responsible 

for the building’s whole design. 

85. Name/location/address: Crown Hotel, Balclutha, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 24/8/1875 p.1d. 
Description: ‘Painting and paperhanging work.’ 
Notes: 1. Lawson’s advertisement referred to ‘alterations and extensions’ elsewhere in 

the building which he may also have been responsible for although there is no 
evidence. 

2. He may not have been responsible for the building’s whole design.199 

86. Name/location/address: Otago Grand Hotel north west corner of Princes and Rattray 
Streets, Dunedin.  

Extant: No. Probably not realised. See note.  
Built: 1875?  
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 18/9/1875 p1.d. Article 

OW 29/5/1875 p.7.  
Built for: Louis Court.200 
Materials: Stone foundations? Brick rendered in cement for the upper work. 
Description: Projected as an extension of the Otago Hotel to and around the Princes 

Street corner. It was to be three storeys high above a basement and the design was 
described as being in ‘the Grecian style’. It was to incorporate shops as well as the 
hotel.201 

Notes: 1. It seems likely this wasn’t built, or anyway not to the extent projected. 
Although the OW article says it was to be three storeys above a basement, Baré 1889, 
Block IX Sheet 10 shows the corner still occupied by two storey buildings and the 
hotel still confined to Rattray Street and still called the ‘Otago Hotel’.  

2. There has been some confusion about where this was and it has been suggested it was 
on the south west corner. However OW 18/9/1875 p.1d says it was to extend round 
Wise’s corner which at this time was the north west one. Baré 1889 Block IX Sheet 
10 shows Wise’s still there and the Otago Hotel a little to the west of it along the 
north side of Rattray Street. 

87. Name/location/address: Shamrock Hotel, corner of Rattray and Maclaggan Streets, 
Dunedin.202 (The site of the present Speight’s Ale House.) 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1877. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 16/3/1877 p.1g. 
Materials: Timber.  
Description: ‘Alterations and addition of a billiard room’.203 The building’s principal 
                                                
198 ODT 23/9/1872 p.1g. 
199 ODT 24/8/1875 p.1d. 
200 OW 29/5/1875 p.7. 
201 OW 29/5/1875 p.7. 
202 Tod, [1985?], p.38 has a photograph and a short account of the license and the 
building. The site is now occupied by one of Speight’s Brewery’s buildings, apparently 
built early in the 20thC. Other information in this entry also comes from this source. 
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elevation features a central, pedimented breakfront made prominent by its being on 
the foremost part of the angled corner. The symmetrical composition appears 
warped, as though seen in a distorting mirror.  

Notes: As Lawson’s advertisement was for alterations and an addition he may not have 
been responsible for the building’s whole design. 

88. Name/location/address: Hotel for James Gray, Kaitangata, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 2/8/1878 p.1c. 
Built for: James Gray. 
Notes: Lawson’s advertisement was for the ‘erection of a hotel building’ so he will have 

been responsible for the whole design. There was an existing temporary hotel.204 

89. Name/location/address: Royal Exchange Hotel, later the Standard Insurance 
Company’s head office, lower High Street, Dunedin. 

Extant: No. Demolished 1966. 
Built: Completed late 1879.205 Adapted by Lawson for the Standard Insurance Company 

1884.206 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: ODT 7/12/1878 supplement a. This report describes 

the building and names Lawson as the architect. Lawson’s tender advertisement ODT 
6/6/1878 describes it only as a ‘Block of Buildings in High street’ so its reference to 
this project can easily be overlooked. 

Built for: Horace Bastings.207 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick rendered in plaster; slate roof? 
Description: Three storeys high with a half basement and a 97 foot frontage to High 

Street this was a large hotel. It was said to have been designed to deliberately rise 
above the neighbouring Sargood Warehouse.208 The ground floor had arched windows 
and doorways. The first floor had windows with arched pediments. The second floor 
had flat-topped windows with elaborate pediments. There was a corbel table and a 
high balustrade at the top. The treatment was like Lawson’s surviving Martin and 
Watson building on the corner of the Octagon and lower Stuart Street.209 The manner 
ultimately derives from Antonio da Sangallo’s and Michaelangelo’s Palazzo Farnese 
in Rome built between 1534 and 1545. 

Building history: Built as a hotel it ceased to be one in 1884 when it was made into the 
head office of the Standard Insurance Company Limited. 

Notes: 1. There are plans, an elevation and specifications, the latter dated 10/1/1879, 
prepared by Lawson for a part of, or an addition to this building at the rear, along the 
passage which traverses the site from High Street to Dowling Street. The elevation is 
titled ‘Elliotts Building’ and the specifications are for G.A. Elliott.210 

                                                                                                                                          
203 ODT 16/3/1877 p.1g. 
204 ODT 2/8/1878 p.1c. 
205 Tod, [1985?] p.35. 
206 ODT 9/8/1884 p.1e. 
207 ODT 27/10/1875 p.6b. 
208 ODT 7/12/1878 supplement a. 
209 Knight, 1985, p.40 reproduces a photograph of it taken from the OW in 1932 when it 
was the office of the Standard Insurance Company. 
210 The elevation is at JSHC, the plans and specifications at HC. The specifications are 
ms-3821-90. 
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2. There is a sheet with a plan and cross section of this building by Lawson JSHC 
apparently titled ‘High Street’.  

3. Lawson advertised for tenders for cedar fittings and other works for the Standard 
Insurance Company’s offices here ODT 9/8/1884 p.1e. 

90. Name/location/address: The Royal Hotel, 808 Great King Street north, Dunedin. Now 
occupied by Pizza Hut and Head hair salon. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: The northerly part by 1883. See note. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *A. See note. 
Built for: Possibly Maurice Joel.211 
Materials: Concrete foundations? Brick for the upper work rendered in cement at the 

street front. Originally a slate roof? 
Description: A two storey brick building it has three compartments the southernmost of 

which was a later addition, though in style.212 The ground floor has large window 
embrasures which doubtless were originally fitted as glazed shop fronts, each with an 
entrance. There is still a ground floor entrance separate from these which perhaps 
originally gave access to the upper floor. There are deep cornices at the top of both 
the ground and first floors and a blind balustrade above. At first floor level there are 
empanelled pilasters. They group the two southernmost windows into one bay and 
the other five into another. Most of the windows have wide, shallow, architraves, 
with overset arches and faux keystones. However one window, at the centre of the 
northerly bay, stands above the ground floor entrance and is capped by a sprung arch 
pediment supported by volute corbels. 

Building history: The building was originally the Royal Hotel and a September 1883 
wood engraving shows its two northerly compartments on the site.213 The license was 
first issued in 1864 but the present building won’t be the first premises. The license 
lapsed in 1887 and the building then became a store and shop.214 Some time after the 
engraving was made the southernmost compartment was constructed. 

State of preservation: The street elevation is significantly compromised at ground level, 
the original Victorian shop fronts having been entirely replaced within their 
embrasures. The first floor is much better preserved although the two northernmost 
windows have lost their architraves. 

Notes: 1. There is no documentary basis for the attribution. It rests on similarities of 
details in this design with those of other buildings known to be by Lawson. The first 
floor pilasters are empanelled with the central, raised, circular motif which appears on 
Lawson’s Municipal Chambers, his Port Chalmers Bank of New Zealand and the 
Malloch store on Cumberland Street. The overset arched window architraves resemble 
those on Lawson’s bond store for Robert Wilson in Jetty Street.  

                                                
211 The ratebooks show he was the owner in the hotel’s later years. Email, Alison 
Breese, DCA/Peter Entwisle 22/11/2011. 
212 Leckie, 1997, p.15 reproduces a wood engraving from the Illustrated New Zealand 
Herald of September 1883 which shows the building obliquely, apparently then without 
its southernmost compartment. 
213 Dunedin City Council ratebooks. 1886/7, 1887-8, 1888-9. Email, Alison Breese, 
DCA/Peter Entwisle 22/11/2011. Leckie, 1997, p.15 for the wood engraving. 
214 Tod, [1985?] p.35 for the history of the license. Dunedin City Council ratebooks for 
its later change of use. Email, Alison Breese, DCA/Peter Entwisle 22/11/2011. 
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2. The city council’s ratebooks show a change of use in this time from a hotel to a store 
and shop owned by Alexander Potter who is also the occupier.215 A street directory of 
the period shows him at the southernmost of this block of three shops and record him 
as a produce merchant. Immediately to the north were J.M. Wilson & Co Saddlers and 
then Alexander Hunter Ironmonger.216 This suggests the southernmost portion of the 
building was already constructed by this time. The ratebooks indicate a drop in 
rateable value at the time of transition whereas a substantial building addition would 
probably have seen it rise.217 

91. Name/location/address: Camberwell Hotel and shops, Camberwell, Victoria, Australia. 
Extant: 
Built: 1891. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Tender advertisement BEMJ 23/5/1891 

supplement, p.3. 
Description: ‘Hotel & four two storey shops.’  
Notes: This is from the time of Lawson’s partnership with Frederick Grey in 
Melbourne.218 
 

Other commercial and industrial 

92. Name/location/address: James Duncan’s store, Maclaggan Street, Dunedin.  
Extant:  
Built: 1863.  
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 17/1/1863 p.3d.  
Built for: James Duncan.  
Description: ‘Store.’ 

93. Name/location/address: Store, High Street, Dunedin.  
Extant: 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 23/3/1863 p.3e.  
Built for: Bing Harris & Co. Ltd? See note.  
Notes: It has been suggested this may have been for Bing Harris & Co. Ltd who seem to 

have built a store in High Street about this time. It was either later demolished or 
incorporated into the large complex they developed on the site in a series of projects 
by Lawson, from 1868/9-1880. See below. 

94. Name/location/address: Café, Princes Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 11/5/1863 p.3c. 
Built for: G. Malin. 

95. Name/location/address: Messrs Franc & Coy’s store, Manse Street, Dunedin.  
Extant: 

                                                
215 Dunedin City Council ratebooks, 1886/7, 1887-8, 1888-9. Email, Alison Breese, 
DCA/Peter Entwisle 22/11/2011. 
216 Wise’s 1890-91 p.168. 
217 Dunedin City Council ratebooks, 1886/7, 1887-8, 1888-9. Email, Alison Breese, 
DCA/Peter Entwisle 22/11/2011. 
218 The partnership was announced ABCN 14/6/1890 p.1128. 
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Built: 1863.  
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 18/5/1863 p.3c.  
Built for: Messrs Franc & Coy.  
Description: ‘Alterations & extensions.’  
Notes: As these were alterations and extensions Lawson may not have been responsible 

for the building’s whole design. 

96. Name/location/address: Warehouse for Sargood, King & Sargood, Stafford Street, 
Dunedin. (Now part of number 22, the premises of Asco.)219  

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Kingsley Kung, 77 Victoria Road, Dunedin 9012. 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 18/7/1863 p.3e. 
Built for: Sargood, King & Sargood. 
Materials: Massive rubble bluestone walls; brick rendered in cement at the street front; 

slate roofs. 
Description: Two storey commercial premises with a single storey workshop behind. 

There is an alley on the upper side of the street front which penetrates the forward 
building at ground floor level forming a tunnel. Beyond it emerges as an open way 
between the single storey rear extension and the adjoining three storey building on 
the upward side, Sargood’s later Lawson commission on the same allotment. 

  The street elevation has two arched entrances at ground floor level flanked by the 
wider, shallower arched, alley entrance. The first floor windows are flat topped with 
a narrow pair above the alley entrance and two wider ones, each centred above the 
other ground floor entrances. There are bolstered bands above each of the ground and 
first floors and a prominent cornice at the top. 

  The rearward extension is a single storey workshop or factory accessible by way 
of the alley. Its roof has a central lantern.  

  The narrow spaces formed between this building and the next, the effect of the 
massive masonry and the sudden transitions between the compressed entrance-tunnel 
and the soaring walls and unusual roofscapes at the rear, combine to produce a vivid 
impression of Victorian commercial energy. 

State of preservation: The street façade has been stripped of much of its detail and the 
central ground floor entrance has been filled and a modern window placed in the 
setting. The quoining around the windows and doors on the alley side has been 
rendered in cement and one doorway has been bricked up. A small window may be a 
later insertion. The rear wall has been entirely rendered. A large entrance there has 
been filled in. Whether the entrance was an original feature is not clear. The slate 
roofs of the rear extension remain. The fabric of the building is substantially intact. 

Notes: 1. An approving reference to this appeared ODT 18/5/1864 p.6a by which time it 
seems to have been complete.  

2. An adjoining building on the uphill side was designed for the same proprietors in 
1868 by Lawson (see below). 

97. Name/location/address: Salerooms for McLandress, Hepburn & Co., Manse Street, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: No.220 

                                                
219 The legal title is SEC 25 BLK VI SO 14194 TN OF DUNEDIN. Riemann, 1869 
shows Sargood, King & Sargood occupying section 25. There are two buildings of this 
period on the land now. One supposes the lower one, being smaller, currently the 
premises of Asco, was built first.  
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Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 18/7/1863 p.3e. 
Built for: McLandress, Hepburn & Co. 
Materials: Brick. 

98. Name/location/address: Oliver & Ulph’s premises, Manse Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. It was where the later Barton’s building erected in 1928 is now. 
Built: 1863?221 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Inscribed image of the building in George O’Brien’s  
Designs of R.A. Lawson…; tender advertisement for brick extensions ODT 1/6/1866 

p.1g. 
Built for: Oliver & Ulph, wholesale ironmongers. 
Materials: Brick for the extensions, probably for the whole building or at least its upper 

work. 
Description: Two storeyed commercial premises with arch topped windows and 

entrances at the ground floor and square topped windows on the first floor. It appears 
to have been extended laterally along the street.  

Building history: It seems a first portion was constructed, perhaps in 1863, which was 
then laterally extended in 1866. The resulting structure had two, visibly distinct parts.  

Notes: An image of the building, apparently in its extended form, appears in George 
O’Brien’s painting Designs of R.A. Lawson… It is immediately to the right of the 
tower of First Church at the height of the latter’s first floor. It is inscribed ‘Oliver & 
Ulph’ and ‘Wholesale Ironmongers’. 

99. Name/location/address: Premises for Mills, Dick & Co Printers, Stafford Street, 
Dunedin. (Section 17, two allotments down from the south east corner of Stafford 
and Carroll Streets.)222 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 8/2/1864 p.7d & 

4/7/1864 p.2f. 
Built for: Mills, Dick & Co., Printers. 
Notes: Lawson’s first advertisement was for the building, the second for additions.  

100. Name/location/address: Murray, Kerr & Co offices, Crawford Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 5/4/1864 p.3f. 
Built for: Murray, Kerr & Co.  

101. Name/location/address: J. & J.H. Barr’s store, Stafford Street, Dunedin. (South east 
corner of Stafford and Hope Streets, section 19.)223 

Extant: No.224 
                                                                                                                                          
220 Riemann, 1869 has McLandress Hepburn on the site second from the corner of 
Princes Street on the west side. It is now vacant. 
221 Apparently Jonathan Mane-Wheoki gave this date for it in his catalogue of an 
exhibition of Lawson’s drawings staged July-August 1991 but it’s not clear what it’s 
based on. 
222 Riemann, 1869 shows Mills, Dick and Co there. J. Mills also occupied premises on 
the site immediately up Stafford and on the other side at section 23. It seems clear the 
building referred to in Lawson’s advertisement was the one on section 17. 
223 Riemann, 1869. 
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Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/4/1864 p.7e. 
Built for: J. & J.H. Barr. 
Materials: Stone and brick. 

102. Name/location/address: Fergusson & Mitchell’s premises, Princes Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1864 &1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 15/8/1864 p.3g, 

18/9/1866 p.1f. 
Built for: Fergusson & Mitchell. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: ‘Extension’ in the first advertisement, ‘Addition’ in the second. 
Notes: 1. Because these are close in time I have supposed they were for work on the 

same structure.  
2. As the first was an extension and the second an addition Lawson may not have been 

responsible for the building’s whole design. 
3. He carried out an extension for the same clients in 1879 although whether that was to 

the same building is not clear (see below). 

103. Name/location/address: A. Myers, a jeweller’s premises, Princes Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 13/9/1864 p.1g. 
Built for: A. Myers, Jeweller. 
Description: ‘Extensions.’  
Notes: As these were extensions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

104. Name/location/address: J. Marshall’s store, Wakari, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 28/9/1864 p.2c; 

25/9/1867 p.1b. 
Built for: J. Marshall; Marshall & Company. 
Notes: Lawson designed this building and then extended it. 

105. Name/location/address: G.G. Russell & Co’s store, High Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1865. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/2/1865 p.6f. 
Built for: G.G. Russell & Co. 
Materials: Iron, brick and stone. 
Description: ‘Store.’ 

106. Name/location/address: Block of buildings, Princes Street, Dunedin.  
Extant:  
Built: 1865.  
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/2/1865 p.2d.  
                                                                                                                                          
224 There is an old brick building on the corner, now used as a warehouse which had 
windows on Stafford and Carroll Streets now bricked up. However it has concrete 
foundations and seems of a later construction than Barr’s store. 
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Materials: Brick. 

107. Name/location/address: G.G. Russell & Co’s offices, High Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1865. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 3/6/1865 p.6c.  
Built for: G.G. Russell & Co. 
Description: ‘Offices.’225  
Notes: 1. This seems to be a different structure from the store for the same client in 

High Street listed above.  
2. It is clear these structures were built. A directory for 1865 puts G.G. Russell & Co’s 

premises at Stafford Street while one for 1866 and another for 1866-67 compiled 
1/8/1866, puts them on High Street. By 1869 they were in Water Street.226  

108. Name/location/address: Dunedin Boot & Shoe Company’s premises, Princes Street, 
Dunedin. (West side of Princes Street in the block between Rattray and Dowling 
Streets.227) 

Extant: 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/12/1865 p.2d. 
Built for: Dunedin Boot & Shoe Company. 
Materials: Bluestone basement, brick for the rear upper parts, street front Oamaru 

stone.228  
Description: Two storeys with a basement the street façade in Oamaru stone. 
According to a contemporary report ‘It will be a handsome structure’.229 

109. Name/location/address: Premises of A.R. Livingston, Stationer &c, Princes Street, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 1/2/1866 p.6d. 
Built for: A.R. Livingston, Stationer &c. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

110. Name/location/address: Messrs Service, Gibson and Co’s premises, High Street, 
Dunedin. This building was later the premises of the Dunedin Savings Bank and is 
now La Maison in lower High Street. See note. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Alistair Broad. 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 22/5/1866 p.7g, 

31/8/1866 p.6a; George O’Brien’s Designs of R.A. Lawson… late 1860s, shows a 
commercial building at lower left which is identical with the two storey building 

                                                
225 ODT 3/6/1865 p.6c. 
226 Harnett, 1865 p.lxxxi; Wise’s 1866 p.38; Stevens and Bartholomew’s 1866-67, p.61; 
Riemann 1869. 
227 OW 27/1/1866 p.11. 
228 OW 27/1/1866 p.11. 
229 OW 27/1/1866 p.11. 
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occupied by the Dunedin Savings Bank by the 1870s and visible in the photograph of 
the Royal Exchange Hotel, to that building’s left, reproduced by Tod, [1985?] p.35. 
The building in O’Brien’s picture is inscribed ‘Service, Gibson & Co.’. 

Built for: Messrs Service, Gibson and Co. 
Materials: ‘Stone and Brick.’230 
Description: ‘Premises.’231 Two storeyed commercial premises with an entrance and shop 

windows at ground level on the High Street front, rectangular windows between 
decorated pilasters on the first floor, surmounted by a balustrade with a central 
pediment. Some of the ground floor’s window keystones have been highlighted and 
were perhaps Oamaru limestone.232 

Building history: In 1866 a two storeyed structure was erected for Service Gibson & Co. 
The Dunedin Savings Bank acquired it from a later owner and in April 1874 
commissioned Mason and Wales to modify it.233 Late in 1908 or early in 1909 it was 
raised to three storeys.234 Significantly this was done in style. In 1918 the building was 
substantially altered again but in August of 1926 the bank sold it to Harris & Co.235 
The building was given a new façade in the 1970s or 1980s, suffered a serious fire but 
has since been renovated. It is now the La Maison rap parlour. 

State of preservation: The exterior is badly compromised. The late 20thC re-facing of 
the principal elevation has obliterated Lawson’s façade.  

Notes: 1. The second 1866 tender advertisement was for ‘Paving, Kerbing and 
Channelling’ in front of the premises.  

2. There has been some confusion about this building although there can be no doubt 
Lawson designed it, when it was first built and for whom. The confusion arises from 
accounts published by its later owner, the Dunedin Savings Bank. One of the bank’s 
official histories written in 1939 makes it sound as though the bank bought an 
existing building in 1874 and modified it although it also talks about the bank 
accepting a substantial tender for building at this time. A later history, written in 
1964, doubtless trying to simplify the earlier one, says the bank put up its own 
structure in 1874 and then modified it.236 The earlier account was more nearly right. 
The bank bought an existing building and then altered it. Mason and Wales 
architects, placed a tender, ODT 30/4/1874 p.4f, to modify a building for the bank 
and it is this – with the bank’s own histories - which has led to the supposition they 
must have been the original designers. However, Norman Ledgerwood has pointed to 
the exact match between Lawson’s design in O’Brien’s painting of the late 1860s and 
photographs of the Savings Banks’ premises when they were still only two storeys 
high and the building in O’Brien’s painting is inscribed ‘Service, Gibson & Co.’. The 
first two floors of the present structure are Lawson’s 1866 commission for these 
merchants. 

  

                                                
230 ODT 22/5/1866 p.7g. 
231 ODT 22/5/1866 p.7g. 
232 See photograph reproduced in Tod [1985?], p.35 and George O’Brien, Designs of 
R.A. Lawson… late 1860s, OSM. 
233 ODT 30/4/1874 p.4f 
234 DSB, 1964, p.39. The cost was estimated to be £1,200. A photograph taken in 
February 1916 shows it raised to three storeys. (R Vere Scott, 85.762 HC, ‘Dunedin 
Exchange Area Feb 1916.’) 
235 Thomas, 1939, p. 15 for the 1918 ‘alterations’ which cost £2,500; DSB, 1964, p.45 
for its sale to Harris & Co. 
236 Thomas, 1939, p.11, DSB, 1964, p.19. 
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111. Name/location/address: Woolshed, Albert Downs, Kaihiku, Molyneux, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 13/9/1866 p.7c. 
Built for: John H. Barr.  

112. Name/location/address: Mr A. Hasell’s premises, York Place, Dunedin.  
Extant: 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 1/8/1867 p.1b. 
Built for: Mr A. Hasell. 
Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

113. Name/location/address: Matheson Brothers and J. & W. Robertson’s premises, Princes 
Street, Dunedin. 

Extant: 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 9/9/1867 p.6b. 
Built for: Matheson Brothers and J. & W. Robertson. 
Materials: Brick.237  

114. Name/location/address: Herbert & Company’s store, Lawrence, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 28/9/1867 p.3c. 
Built for: Herbert & Company. 
Materials: Brick.  

115. Name/location/address: Premises for A & T Inglis, George Street, Dunedin. (On the site 
of what is now Farmers Trading Co Ltd. 150-180 George Street.) 

Extant: No. Demolished 1875.238 
Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 12/2/1868 p.3a & 

11/8/1868 p.4a. 
Built for: A. & T. Inglis. 
Materials: Brick.239 
Notes: 1.The second tender advertisement was for ‘further extensions’.  
2. Ross’s advertisement says Lawson’s building was to be demolished and replaced with 

‘first class premises’.240 

116. Name/location/address: Building at Port Chalmers, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 27/8/1868 p.1e. 
Materials: Brick.  
                                                
237 ODT 9/9/1867 p.6b. 
238 David Ross’s tender advertisement for a replacement building indicates the existing 
one was to be taken down. ODT 26/4/1875 p.1d. 
239 ODT 12/2/1868 p.3a; 11/8/1868 p.4a.  
240 ODT 26/4/1875 p.1d 
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Description: ‘Alterations and additions.’241 
Notes: As these were alterations and additions Lawson may not have been responsible 

for the building’s whole design. 

117. Name/location/address: William Kettle’s premises, Port Chalmers, Dunedin. 
Extant: Possibly (see note). 
Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 8/9/1868 p.1f. 
Built for: William Kettle Esq. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: ‘Premises.’ 
Notes: 1. Norman Ledgerwood believes this may be a shop which survives on the east 

side of George Street, Port Chalmers. 

118. Name/location/address: Messrs Sargood, King & Co.’s premises, Stafford Street 
Dunedin. (Now part of number 22, immediately uphill from the premises of Asco,)242  

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Kingsley Kung, 77 Victoria Road, Dunedin 9012. 
Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 28/10/1868 p.4e. 
Built for: Sargood, King & Sargood. 
Materials: Massive, bluestone rubble walls for the basement; brick rendered in cement 

for the upper floors; slate roof.  
Description: Apparently modest, two storeyed commercial premises at the street the 

building extends a long way back over a falling site providing a deep basement. It is 
joined to its downhill neighbour, also designed by Lawson for the same proprietors, 
where there is an arched entrance at the street front leading to an alley flanking this 
building’s downhill side. The street front has a doorway and three windows at 
ground floor level and four windows above. 

Building history: The advertisement describes this as ‘extensive additions to premises of 
Messrs Sargood, King & Co.’. O’Brien’s image suggests this was originally separate 
from its downhill neighbour with the first floor attachment, bridging the alley, added 
later. 

State of preservation: The fabric is substantially intact. The street front detailing has been 
simplified although architraving remains and some shallow window pediments. 
O’Brien’s image shows the entrance at the right whereas in this structure it is on the 
left. Sunk basement windows have been filled in.  

Notes: 1. A further building adjoining an earlier one for the same client. Both are on the 
same allotment and the whole site was occupied exclusively by Sargood, King and 
Sargood in 1869.  

2. The building is depicted in George O’Brien’s Designs of R.A. Lawson… where it is the 
commercial building at lower left above another. It is inscribed ‘Sargood King & 
Sargood’ above the ground floor windows. 

119. Name/location/address: Richard Pearson’s business premises, York Place, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
                                                
241 ODT 27/8/1868 p.1e. 
242 The legal description of the land is SEC 25 BLK VI SO 14194 TN OF DUNEDIN. 
 Riemann, 1869 indicates Sargood, King and Sargood occupied section 25 at that time. 
There is a smaller building on the downhill part of the site, now the premises of Asco, 
which presumably was built first. This larger structure on the uphill side is thus the one 
of the 1868 advertisement. 
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Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 26/11/1868 p.1g. 
Built for: Richard Pearson. 

120. Name/location/address: Bing, Harris & Company’s premises, High Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: Yes. The first part of the building was extended to become the structure now on 

the site, the additions all by Lawson. 
Owner: Macknight Family Trust. 
Built: 1863? 1868-9, 1875, 1880-1.243 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 17/12/1868 p.4d; 

9/3/1875 p.3g; 22/12/1880 p.4.e. 
Built for: Bing Harris & Co. Ltd. 
Builder: For the 1875 work Messrs Bateman and Stait.244 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick upper walls rendered in cement on the street front; 

originally a slate roof. 
Description: This was a substantial warehouse representing a sustained effort to complete 

or elaborate a design. There are three storeys above the street with a basement below. 
The ground floor is stepped to match the slope with a very prominent corbel table 
above the top floor, above which a balustrade was set above a high entablature. The 
ground floor windows were round topped. There were pedimented arch-topped 
windows on the first floor and arch-topped windows on the second. 

Building history: Lawson’s first advertisement explicitly for this complex was for 
extensions. One of his for erecting an unidentified store in High Street in 1863 may be 
for the building extended in 1868. However that may be the result here seems clearly 
his own, constructed in several stages between the 1860s and 1881. The street façade 
was remodelled in Art Deco fashion in the 1930s or 1940s. The building has recently 
been retrofitted with a lift and other services to accommodate modern offices. 

State of preservation: The Art Deco remodelling compromised Lawson’s street elevation 
without obliterating it. Recent work has restored the Art Deco exterior and treated the 
interiors sympathetically. Some of Lawson’s massive stonework and brickwork is 
attractively on display in the basement and elsewhere. 

Notes: 1. There is a photograph of the building showing it as it was when the first portion 
was complete and before the second addition was made at HC.245  

2. There is an extensive description of the 1875 work ODT 7/6/1875 p.2. It involved 
removing part of the lower storey front, deepening a basement and strengthening the 
foundations and adding an extra storey to the existing basement and two storey 
structure. 3. The unidentified store Lawson erected in High Street in 1863 is listed 
above as a separate project. 

121. Name/location/address: Shops, Tokomairiro, now Milton, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/3/1869 p.4g. 
Materials: Brick and stone. 

                                                
243 There is a tender advertisement for an unidentified store in High Street placed by 
Lawson, ODT 23/3/1863 p.3e. It may be for the first part of this complex but has been 
listed above as a separate project. There are tender advertisements for work on this 
complex, placed by Lawson, ODT 17/12/1868 p.4d; 9/3/1875 p.3g; 22/12/1880 p.4e. 
244 ODT 7/6/1875 p.2h. 
245 ‘Dunedin [1874 Dec] Panorama in 10 parts from the top of First Church.’ Burton 
Brothers, 84.555 pt. 2 c/n E 2505/18. HC. 
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Description: ‘Public Buildings and two shops.’ 

122. Name/location/address: Business premises, West Taieri, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/3/1869 p.1b. 
Description: ‘Business premises.’ 

123. Name/location/address: Business premises, George Street, Dunedin.  
Extant: 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 9/6/1869 p.1g. 
Description: Alterations. 
Notes: As these were alterations Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

124. Name/location/address: Hay Brothers & Wright’s premises, south west corner of 
Princes Street and the upper Octagon, Dunedin. 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 25/6/1869 p.4g; article 

OW 14/8/1869 p.17. 
Built for: Messrs Hay Brothers & Wright. 
Builder: Samuel Packham.246 
Description: Two storeys above the street. It had rusticated pilasters, a prominent corbel 

table at the top of the first floor street fronts surmounted by a balustrade ornamented 
with finials on the Princes Street elevation. 

Building history: Demolished 1911 and replaced by a taller building for Hallenstein 
Brothers which still occupies the site. 

125. Name/location/address: James Walls’ premises, Princes Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 26/6/1869 p.4g. 
Built for: James Walls. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: Brick walls for the premises. 

126. Name/location/address: C. Steinhoff’s premises, south west corner of Rattray & Princes 
Streets, Dunedin. 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 23/7/1869 p.1g; 

7/12/1869 p.3g. Article OW 14/8/1869 p.17. 
Built for: C. Steinhoff.  
Builder: George Cornwell.247 
Description: Two storeys above the street of a ‘plain and substantial character’.248  
Building history: Lawson separately advertised for tenders for a verandah and to fit out 

                                                
246 OW 14/8/1869 p.17 
247 OW 14/8/1869 p.17. 
248 OW 14/8/1869 p.17. 
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Mr Mollison the draper’s premises in the building.249 It was demolished to make way 
for the State Fire Insurance building, now part of the Southern Cross hotel, in the 
second half of the 1950s. 

Notes: There is a description of the building as it was under construction OW 14/8/1869 
p.17. 

127. Name/location/address: Edward McGlashan’s premises, Princes Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 23/7/1869 p.1. 
Built for: Edward McGlashan. 
Description: A verandah. 
  

128. Name/location/address: Store and dwelling rooms at Murrayville. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 11/8/1869 p.1g. 
Materials: Timber. 

129. Name/location/address: George Young’s premises, Princes Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/6/1869 p.1d; article 

OW 14/8/1869 p.17. 
Built for: George Young. 
Materials: ‘Brick throughout.’250  
Description: Purpose-designed jeweller’s shop.  
Notes: 1. The city’s 1877 rate books show these premises were on section 42 which 

corresponds to the present number 174 now occupied by a later, larger building.251 
2. In 1887 the business moved two doors south to an existing building re-designed by 

Lawson, the present 190 Princes Street.252 

130. Name/location/address: R.K. Murray’s premises, Rattray Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869-1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 28/8/1869 p.1d & 

27/1/1870 p.1g. 
Built for: R.K. Murray. 
Description: Business premises. 
Building history: There must have been some difficulty with this commission because 

the second tender advertisement is for completing the buildings ‘at the former 
contractor’s risk’. 

131. Name/location/address: Messrs Butterworth Brothers’ premises, High Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
                                                
249 ODT 23/10/1869 p.1 for Mr Mollison’s fit out; ODT 7/12/1869 p.3g for the 

verandah. OW 14/8/1869 p.17 mentions Mollison’s occupation of Steinhoff’s building. 
 
250 OW 14/8/1869 p.17. 
251 Email Chris Scott DCA/Peter Entwisle 4/5/2012 + attached scans of rate books. 
252 ODT 7/5/1887 p.6e for the re-location. 
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Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 8/9/1869 p.1f.  
Built for: Messrs Butterworth Brothers. 
Materials: Slates, bricks, iron. 
Description: ‘Slating, Brickwork and Iron Shutters.’ 

132. Name/location/address: Messrs C. Ziele and Co and Charles Moore, Saddler’s 
premises, Rattray Street, Dunedin. 

Extant: 
Built: 1869-70. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 18/12/1869 p.3c. 
Built for: Messrs C. Ziele and Co and Charles Moore. 
Materials: Brick.  
Building history: Extended by Lawson in brick in 1874.253 

133. Name/location/address: Hudson’s Wholesale & Retail Biscuit Manufactory, Princes 
Street, Dunedin. 

Extant: 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 5/1/1870 p.1g. 
Built for: Hudson’s Wholesale & Retail Biscuit Manufactory. 
Description: Baking oven. 
  

134. Name/location/address: B. Stohr’s premises, Maclaggan Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/10/1870 p.1c. 
Built for: B. Stohr. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: Business premises. 

135. Name/location/address: Unknown.  
Extant: 
Built: 1871. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 4/2/1871 p.3e. 
Materials: Timber.  
Description: ‘Small Wooden building.’254 
Notes: This might not be a commercial structure. 

136. Name/location/address: Stable, Wakari, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1871. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 29/3/1871 p.1g. 
Description: Stable. 
Notes: This might not be a commercial structure. 

137. Name/location/address: Building for H.S. Fish, Princes Street, Dunedin. Now 389 
Princes Street, Dunedin. 

Legal description: PT Lot 1 deeds 135. 

                                                
253 Tender advertisement ODT 25/8/1874 p.3d. 
254 ODT 4/2/1871 p.3e. 
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Extant: In part. 
Owner: Patrick Hartley Rainsford. 389 Princes Street, Dunedin. 
Built: 1871. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/6/1871 p.1c. 
Built for: H.S. Fish junior. 
Materials: Bell Hill stone for the first floor basement? Brick for the higher floors 

rendered in cement at the street front. Originally an iron roof? 
Description: A two storeyed shop on Princes Street it rises to three at the back as the 

land slopes away towards Bond Street. It has pilasters at either side of the street 
façade one still with an ornamental shell and consoles below the first floor windows 
with fish scale decoration – perhaps a reference to the owner’s name. There are 
prominent architraves and other embellishments and a balustrade at the top. A 
modestly scaled but vigorously decorated street front.  

Building history: This and its northerly neighbour, the present 385, appear to have been 
built together and to have originally had barrel vaulted roofs. Calvert’s 1875 woodcut 
shows the roofs fairly clearly and the structures behind the street facades.255 The 
woodcut shows a very different structure on the next site immediately north, the 
narrow, present 381. In 1876 Fish commissioned William Winchester to work on the 
site and a newspaper description ODT 6/6/1876 p.2f said Mr Fish’s ‘new building’ 
was nearly complete, formed part of a block 60 feet long the rest of which would be 
occupied by Spedding an auctioneer and Mrs. Davis. The length implies the building 
in question was on the site of the present 389 and 385 only, but the city’s site records 
and rate books show Fish was the leaseholder at 389, Spedding at 385 while Mrs 
Davis had that at 381.256 The combined street frontage is more than 60 feet. The 
question arises what changes did Winchester make to Lawson’s building? 

  The work was carried out as part of a controversial plan to widen Princes Street 
which involved demolishing existing buildings or at least setting their facades further 
back. The widening was known when Lawson started work but it is now known his 
building was placed forward of the new intended line.257 While the buildings at 381 
and 385 seem to have been entirely replaced, it seems that at 389 was not.258 David 
Murray has pointed out the paired corbels beneath uppermost cornice and the 
balustrade at 389 resemble those of a building Winchester designed on Cumberland 
Street. They do and Winchester will have been responsible for the present street 
façade. Lawson’s distinctive barrel roof also disappeared and the building will have 
been extended by Winchester to the rear.259 The building’s interior structure at the 

                                                
255 C.012064, Te Papa; Calvert, 1875, HC. 
256 Copies in the author’s possession. 
257 It was reported ODT 2/2/1876 p.2h that Fish had agreed to ‘move back’ his existing 
building and let a contract for the work. 
258 In 1875-6 Fish’s rate assessment was £90 while Spedding’s, the leaseholder at 385 
was £80 and Mrs Davis’s, that at 381 was £37. In 1876-7 Fish’s rose to £120 while 
Spedding’s became £250 and Mrs Davis’s £200. Fish’s building was a little narrower 
than Spedding’s but Mrs Davis’s was considerably less than either. The implied 
underlying valuations imply much more was done at Speddings’ and Davis’s sites than 
at Fish’s. (Email, Alison Breese DCA/Peter Entwisle 14/12/2010 with attached scans of 
assessment 1875 and city valuer’s fieldbook.) This is enough to determine the matter 
but is reinforced by an advertisement for the removal of premises ‘in consequence of 
widening Princes street’ which includes Speddings’ and Davis’s but not Fish’s. (ODT 
12/2/1876 p.4b.) 
259 An 1890s photograph makes it clear the hipped and barrel roofs at 389 and 385 
visible in the 1874 and 1875 images were not there then. (Reproduced Knight, 1985(c).) 
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Princes Street ground floor level, exposed by a recent fire, reveals the point of such 
an extension, a significant distance from the street.260 The remainder of Lawson’s 
building is presumably that immediately behind the façade to this point. 

  The ground floor street front was modified in 1917 for S.F. Aburn Ltd.261 An 
apartment was later made on the upper floor. That was badly damaged by a fire 
17/8/2011. 

Condition: Unknown since the fire. 
State of preservation: Much of the original exterior seems to remain at the front and the 

back. The street front of its companion 385 has been stripped of its ornament in the 
20th century and its ground floor shop front more extensively modified. 389 has 
disfiguring evidence of the recent fire although the structure appears intact. 

Notes: 1. From the time the building was erected until the 1990s the land was owned by 
the Presbyterian Church.  

2. Fish was a prominent and controversial local politician in 19thC Dunedin. (For an 
account of his background and character see McDonald, 1965, pp.98&99.) He was 
several times Mayor of the city.  

3. The back of the building is identifiable in Calvert’s 1875 woodcut bird’s eye view of 
Dunedin.  

4. Fish, who operated a commercial painting and decorating firm, was still in 
occupation in 1889.262  

5. At a later time the building was occupied by S.F. Aburn Ltd. 
6. Further information about the building and occupation histories is attached to the re-

assessment report of scheduled item 491 on the Dunedin District Plan held by the 
DCC. 

138. Name/location/address: Arthur Briscoe & Co’s warehouse, north east corner of Princes 
& Jetty Streets, now 333 Princes Street, Dunedin. 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1871-1872;263 addition 1878.264  
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 29/6/1871 p.1c, 

23/11/1871 p.1c, 7/12/1871 p.1g (2), 13/2/1872 p.1d. 
Built for: Arthur Briscoe & Co. 
Builder: Initially Mr William Dalziel who died; then carried out in separate contracts 
under the supervision of Lawson as architect and Mr James Armstrong as clerk of 
works.265 The builder of the 1878 extension was ‘the late Mr Robert Howlison under the 
superintendence of Mr Robert Martin’.266 

                                                                                                                                          
The agreement with leaseholders involved giving them land to the rear to compensate 
for that lost at the front as well as money compensation for the cost of rebuilding. 
260 Personal inspection 19/10/2012. 
261 Plans and elevations no doubt accompanying an application for a building permit 
number unknown. A digital image was sent to the author attached to email Chris Scott 
DCA/Peter Entwisle 24/10/2012 the email giving the date as 1917. 
262 Baré, 1889, no. 16 block 39. 
263 A tender advertisement for this building appeared ODT 29/6/1871 p.1c and an article 
announcing its completion OW 8/6/1872 p.16.  
264 Article ‘Building Improvements’ ODT 23/8/1878 p.3d describes additions to 
Briscoe’s warehouse which is three storeys [at the lowest point on Jetty Street] the first 
stone and the upper ones brick. The additions were then just completed. 
265 OW 8/6/1872 p.16. 
266 ODT 23/8/1878 p.3d. 
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Materials: The basement bluestone rubble finished at the street lines with Port Chalmers 
stone; the upper floors brick rendered in cement on three elevations; the roof slate; the 
basement floor asphalted.267 

Description: An impressive warehouse on a corner site with a more Mannerist treatment 
than some of Lawson’s other Palazzo finishes. The Princes Street front was 
symmetrically composed with large, high arched windows at the centre and each 
extremity, the arches and pilasters heavily rusticated. Each is surmounted by a three 
light window at first floor level, instead of the otherwise prevailing single lights. The 
central array was topped by a pediment above a prominent corbel table, set against an 
entablature interrupting the very high balustrade. There was an angled corner with a 
pedimented entrance at street level and a comparable symmetrical elevation extending 
along Jetty Street but with a basement visible below, following the slope of the land. 
The much later Moran & Cato building in Melbourne echoes the balanced, but 
carefully variegated treatment of these facades. 

Building history: After the shell was complete tenders were called for plasterwork 
23/11/871, for slating the new building and for carpenter work inside, 7/12/1871 and 
for asphalting 13/2/1872. The building’s completion was announced OW 8/6/1872 
p.16. The structure was considerably extended east along Jetty Street in 1878, the 
addition occupying the full depth of the site. There is no tender advertisement of 
Lawson’s in connection with this work, or mention of him on its completion.268 
However it entirely matched the existing building so he may be credited for the 
appearance of this too. The building was demolished in the 1950s and replaced by the 
T&G building which still occupies the site under different ownership. 

Notes: The main construction seems to have been administered by Briscoe’s, their 
employee placing the tender advertisements while referring to Lawson’s plans. One 
element was handled differently, ‘the Construction & Erection of Main Staircase’. 
Lawson advertised for tenders for this himself ODT 29/11/1871 p.3b, saying coyly, ‘in 
New Building, corner of Jetty street.’ As Briscoe’s was the only new building then on 
the corner of Jetty Street we may be sure the staircase was for it. 

139. Name/location/address: Iron store, Rattray Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1871. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/9/1871 p.1c. 
Description: ‘Additions to Iron Store.’269  
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 
  

140. Name/location/address: Gunn & Ross’s Ironmongery Warehouse, Princes Street, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: 
Built: 1871. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 25/11/1871 p.3a. 
Built for: Messrs Gunn & Ross. 
Description: Additions. 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

                                                
267 OW 8/6/1872 p.16. 
268 ODT 23/8/1878 p.3d. 
269 ODT 21/9/1871 p.1c. 
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141. Name/location/address: Store and dwelling house, Kaikorai Road, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1871-1872. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 25/11/1871 p.3a. 
Description: ‘STORE and DWELLING HOUSE Kaikorai road.’270 
Notes: From the advertisement it might be supposed this was for two buildings, one 

commercial and the other domestic. However Lawson’s tender advertisement for 
Donald Malloch at what is now 741 Cumberland Street was for ‘Two Brick SHOPS 
and DWELLING-HOUSES’ and that is a single building originally with two shops 
on the ground floor and two apartments with separate entrances on the floor above.271 
I have therefore supposed this was for a similar building with just one store and one 
apartment. 

142. Name/location/address: R. Wilson & Co’s warehouse, corner of Jetty & Bond Streets, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1872-3. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 20/1/1872 p.4d, 

28/8/1872p.1c & article 29/5/1873 p.2g. 
Built for: R. Wilson & Co. 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia foundations; stone and brick rendered in cement for 

the upper walls;272 slate roof. 
Description: A relatively spare but still boldly modelled warehouse on a corner site. 

One of the more restrained varieties of Lawson’s several Palazzo manners. He used 
the same treatment for his warehouse on the neighbouring site on Bond Street for 
J.T. Mackerras and Co which was under construction when this was completed.  

Building history: Built with the capacity to carry another floor.273 One was added in the 
same style apparently in the 20thC.274 

State of preservation: The addition of the third floor was done in style and doesn’t spoil 
the character of the original. Changes at the ground floor level on Bond Street are not 
sympathetic. 

Notes: The article ODT 29/5/1873 p.2g gives a detailed description of the building, 
including its layout and occupants. 

143. Name/location/address: Messrs Matheson Brothers’ wholesale premises, Princes Street, 
Dunedin. The present 190, later the Pagonis building, now occupied by Quality 
Tailors. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1872. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 27/2/1872 p.1d. 
Built for: Messrs Matheson Brothers. 
Materials: Brick. 
Notes: The identity of this building has been established from a reference ODT 7/5/1887 

p.6e that G. & T. Young were moving into re-fitted premises two places south of 

                                                
270 ODT 25/11/1871 p.3a. 
271 ODT 24/2/1885 p.1e. 
272 ODT 29/5/1873 p.2. 
273 ODT 29/5/1873 p.2. 
274 A photograph in the New Zealand Cyclopaedia, vol 4, p.354, published in 1905, 
shows the building still only two storeys high. 
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their former location which has been identified as being at the present 178, and that 
the re-fitted premises had previously been occupied by Matheson Bros. 

2. Lawson was also responsible for the 1887 re-fitting for G. & T. Young which is 
treated separately below. 

144. Name/location/address: Shops and dwelling houses, George Street, Dunedin.  
Extant:  
Built: 1872.  
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/6/1872 p.3g.  
Description: ‘Two shops and dwelling houses.’ 

145. Name/location/address: George Mathews’ premises, Moray Place, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1872. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 31/10/1872 p.3g. 
Built for: George Mathews. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: Business premises. 

146. Name/location/address: F. Meenan, produce merchant &c.’s premises, George Street, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 4/1/1873 p.3e. 
Built for: F. Meenan. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description:  

147. Name/location/address: Wm. Gilchrist, painter &c.’s premises, George Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 4/1/1873 p.3e; 

24/1/1873 p.3g. 
Built for: Wm. Gilchrist. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: Premises.  

148. Name/location/address: Reid and Gray’s implement and machine warehouse, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 8/2/1873 p.3f. 
Built for: Reid and Gray. 
Materials: Brick and stone.  

149. Name/location/address: J.T. Mackerras’s premises, Bond Street, Dunedin. (This stood 
on the now vacant lot immediately north of Wilson’s Bond.) 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 13/2/1873 p.1d. Article 

‘New Buildings’ ODT 11/11/1873 p.3a. 
Built for: J.T. Mackerras. 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick rendered in cement for the upper floors; slate roof. 
Description: Two storey warehouse styled to match Lawson’s surviving Wilson’s bond 
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store on the north west corner of Bond and Jetty Streets. 
Notes: 1. This is a different structure from another designed by Lawson for Mackerras 

& Hazlett on Crawford Street. That survives and is now the John Colours building. 
(Listed below.)  

2. As a reflection of how this project was carried out it is interesting that an 
advertisement was placed for rubble masons in September 1873, not over Lawson’s 
or anyone else’s name but simply with the advice to ‘Apply Mackerras’s new 
store’.275 

150. Name/location/address: G.G. Russell & Co.s, premises, corners of Bond, Water & 
Crawford Streets, Dunedin. (Now the Trustees Executors Company building.) 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 22/2/1873 p.3d; article 

11/11/1873 p.3a. 
Built for: George Grey Russell. 
Builder: R. Howlison.276 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia foundations; brick rendered in cement for the upper 

parts; slate roof.  
Description: A three level Mannerist office whose exterior decoration resembled the 

interior court of the Palazzo Pitti in Florence. There is a partly sunk basement. The 
exterior was boldly modelled.  

Building history: Constructed 1873; remodelled after 1905. 
Condition: Apparently good.  
State of preservation: Remodelled before the second world war, but fairly 

sympathetically. Tall chimneys have been removed. The very bold relief of the street 
elevation has been softened, some ground floor windows enlarged and a small canopy 
added at the entrance. But the vigour and clarity of the original design remain. 

Notes: 1. Built for George Gray Russell and Co277 which soon became Russell Ritchie & 
Co. In 1875 it was the premises of the latter company, in turn a precursor of the 
National Mortgage and Agency Company of New Zealand Ltd.278 When that was 
formed in 1877 the building was its first premises.279 The company moved out in 1905 
and by1906 it was the premises of the Trustees Executors and Agency Company of 
New Zealand Ltd.280 Some time later it was remodelled. It remains in use by that 
company.  

2. There is a description of it as it was nearing completion ODT 11/11/1873 p.3a. 

151. Name/location/address: Andrew Mercer, grocer’s premises, Rattray Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 22/2/1873 p.3d. 
Built for: Andrew Mercer. 
Description: Shop fittings for Mercer’s new premises. 
Notes: Lawson may have designed the new premises as well as the fittings but no 

evidence of that has been found. 

                                                
275 ES 6/9/1873 p.3c. 
276 ODT 11/11/1873 p.3a. 
277 ODT 11/11/1873 p.3a. 
278 Wise’s New Zealand Directory1875-76 p,13 gives their address as Bond Street. 
279 Parry, 1964, has a photograph of the building facing p.40 captioned to this effect. 
280 Parry, 1964, photograph facing p.40 caption. 
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152. Name/location/address: Murray, Roberts & Co’s premises, Stafford Street, Dunedin.  
Extant: No. 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 26/5/1873 p.3c; 

extensions ODT 16/8/1875 p.1h. 
Built for: Murray, Roberts & Co. 
Notes: Murray, Roberts & Co were wine and spirit merchants. Their building was on 

the left hand side of Stafford Street, going up from Princes Street, apparently the 
second building above the present no.13, Lawson’s surviving building for G.F. 
Reid.281 

153. Name/location/address: W. Kettle’s shop, now 6 George Street, Port Chalmers, 
Dunedin.282 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 24/7/1873 p.1c. 
Built for: W. Kettle. 
Materials: Brick or stone.283 
Notes: 1. This appears to be a different building from the one Lawson designed for the 

same client noted above. 
2. A high parapet and its pediment have been removed.284 
  

154. Name/location/address: W. Higgins’s store, Waitahuna, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 27/10/1873 p.3g. 
Built for: W. Higgins.  
Materials: Wood. 

155. Name/location/address: Blackadder’s Warehouse and residence, the Octagon, Dunedin. 
(On the site of the present Nova Café.) 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/1/1874 p.3f. 
Built for: R. Mr Blackadder. 
Description: ‘Warehouse and residence.’285 Two storeyed at the street front with a 

central entrance at the ground flanked by a window on either side; three windows at 
the first floor, apparently arch topped, with a cornice above. The ground floor was 
rusticated the first plain apart from quoining and well-defined architraves. The 
building was in a plain version of Lawson’s palazzo manner.286 

                                                
281 Wise’s…1878-79, p.119. 
282 The identity of this building and its survival was drawn to Norman Ledgerwood’s 
attention by Ian Church who advised the compiler. 
283 ODT 24/7/1873 p.1c called for tenders in both. 
284 Visible in a photograph reproduced by Church, 1994, p.155. 
285 ODT 20/1/1874 p.3f. 
286 There are photographs of it at HC, refs SO7-27G & c/n EI383/31, showing all or part 
of the street front and another showing it from above c/n E3768/39a, reproduced 
Ledgerwood, 2008, pp.36&37. 
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Building history: Demolished in the 1970s when the DIC extended their premises. 

156. Name/location/address: A.L. Smith & Coy’s Patent Brick Works, Hillside, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/1/1874 p.3c. 
Built for: A.L. Smith & Coy. 
Materials: Brick.  
Description: ‘90 foot Brick Chimney Shaft.’ 

157. Name/location/address: Brown, Ewing & Co’s store, corner of Princes and Manse 
Streets, Dunedin. 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1874.287 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *A. Tender advertisement for alterations ODT 

28/5/1887 p.3e. 
Built for: Messrs Brown, Ewing & Co. 
Builder: Messrs Ewing and Gracie.288 
Materials: Stone foundations? Brick rendered in cement for the upper floors.289 Slate 

roofs. 
Description: Three storey commercial premises with a basement on a flat iron corner 

treated in Lawson’s restrained Palazzo Farnese manner. The treatment resembles, for 
example, Blackadder’s Octagon premises, a close contemporary.290 

Building history: Altered by Lawson in 1887.291 Demolished in the 1950s. 
Notes: There is no documentary evidence for Lawson’s authorship. However it looks like 

one of his, there is no documentary evidence of anyone else’s authorship and he was 
responsible for its later alteration. It was perhaps built on the day labour system, the 
proprietors commissioning plans from Lawson and then themselves tendering for 
specific work, as in the case of the Donald Reid building. Certainly there were plans in 
existence in February 1874 and it seems unlikely the proprietors would have been able 
to produce these themselves.292 

158. Name/location/address: Messrs Craig and Gillies’s premises, George Street, Dunedin. 
(On the site of what is now the Civic Centre.)  

Extant: No. 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article ‘City Improvements’ ODT 13/4/1874 p.2g 

which describes the building under construction and names Lawson as the designer. 
It seems no tender advertisement appeared for this in the ODT. 

Built for: Messrs Craig and Gillies. 
Builder: Wm. Gill contractor; Messrs Craig and Gillies carpenters’ work.293 

                                                
287 OW 14/2/1874 p.5 says it was about to be built and gives a long description. OW 
26/9/1874 p.14 says good progress has been made and that part of the building should 
be in use by November. Cyclopaedia… vol 4, 1905, p.301 says it was finished in 1874. 
288 OW 14/2/1874 p.5. 
289 Cyclopaedia… vol 4, 1905 p.301 describes it as ‘a handsome three storey brick 
building with a basement’ and reproduces a photograph at p.302. 
290 Photograph, Cyclopaedia… vol 4, 1905 p.302. 
291 ODT 28/5/1887 p.3e tender advertisement. 
292 OW 14/2/1874 p.5 mentions the plans. 
293 ODT 13/4/1874 p.2g. 
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Materials: Port Chalmers breccia for the foundations; brick rendered in cement and 
Oamaru limestone for the upper parts; a slate roof. 

Description: Three storey commercial building with an unusual street façade. At first 
floor level it had a large semi-circular window nearly the full width of the elevation at 
its base. The façade was commented on in the article referred to above which said it 
was as novel as it is handsome. It is clearly visible in the Burton Brothers’ panorama 
of 4/12/1874.294 Palladio used semi-circular windows, e.g. on his Villa Pisani Bagnolo 
where it is a prominent feature of the main elevation at the centre, on the first floor, 
above the entrance. 

Building history: Demolished about 1979 to make way for the Civic Centre. 
  

159. Name/location/address: Guthrie & Larnach’s stable, facing Crawford Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 18/4/1874 p.3h; article 

OW 18/7/1874 p.19. 
Built for: Guthrie & Larnach. 
Builder: Mr Hislop.295 
Materials: Brick;296 Oamaru limestone trims; stone and cement foundations.297  
Description: ‘Twenty-five stalled stable.’298 It had inverted arches at the basement all 

round which were noted at the time as ‘unusual’.299 
Notes: There is a description at OW 18/7/1874 p.19. 

160. Name/location/address: W. Bremner’s shop and dwelling, north east corner of George 
and Frederick Streets, Dunedin. (Knox Unichem Pharmacy 402 George Street.) 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 1/6/1874 p.3g; article 

OW 1/8/1874 p.20. 
Built for: W. Bremner. 
Builder: Anderson and Godso.300 
Materials: Brick.301 
Description: Shop and dwelling. Two storeys with the shop on the ground floor, the 

dwelling above. 
Notes: Mr Bremner was a tinsmith. There are articles describing the building at OW 

1/8/1874 p.20 and 12/9/1874 p.15. (The latter is misplaced by Papers Past as p.14.) 

161. Name/location/address: New Zealand Loan & Mercantile goods sheds, Port Chalmers, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/6/1874 p.3h. 

                                                
294 Burton Brothers Panorama, c/n E2505/15 HC. 
295 OW 18/7/1874 p.19. 
296 ODT 18/4/1874 p.3h. 
297 OW 18/7/1874 p.19. 
298 ODT 18/4/1874 p.3. 
299 OW 18/7/1874 p.19. 
300 OW 1/8/1874 p.20. 
301 OW 1/8/1874 p.20. 
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Built for: New Zealand Loan & Mercantile Agency Company. 
Description: Extensive goods sheds. 
Notes: This is probably the unidentified building at Port Chalmers described ODT 

17/6/1874 p.2e. It was to be 200 feet by 40 feet with a wood frame on a stone base. It 
was eventually to be two storeys above the basement but was being first constructed 
with only one.  

162. Name/location/address: G.F. Reid’s warehouse, Stafford Street, Dunedin. (Now 13 
Stafford Street.) 302 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Geoffrey Craig Miller, Allan Ronald MacKersey, 44a Ascot Street, Dunedin, 

9012. 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 23/6/1874 p.3h; articles 

OW 27/6/1874 p.19 and ODT 17/6/1874 p.2e. 
Built for: G.F. Reid. 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia foundations; brick rendered in cement for the upper 

parts; slate roof. 
Description: Three storeyed commercial premises with a basement. The treatment of the 

street façade is in Lawson’s plainer Palazzo Farnese manner. There is an entrance at 
ground floor level on the left and a cart entrance, with a shallower arch, on the right. 
An attractive and pleasingly modelled elevation. 

State of preservation: The street elevation is generally well preserved. It has been 
lightly stuccoed in an unsympathetic manner in the late 20thC. The building has 
recently been renovated and retrofitted as apartments. 

Notes: 1. The building was originally fitted with an hydraulic lift.303  
2. It is obscure who G.F. Reid was but it seems he didn’t occupy the premises for very 

long. In 1878 they were being used by T.G. Pascoe’s clothing factory. In 1880 they 
were perhaps vacant and by 1889 they were being used by Ross and Glendining 
Limited as a clothing factory.304 

163. Name/location/address: Store, Palmerston, Waitaki District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 25/6/1874 p.3h. 
Materials: Brick and stone. 
Description: Store. 

164. Name/location/address: Warehouse and workshop, off Princes Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 11/7/1874 p.3e. 

165. Name/location/address: Union Permanent & Investment Society premises, Princes 
Street, Dunedin.  

Extant: 
                                                
302 The building in question must be the present no 13 because while it fits the 
description in OW 27/6/1874 p.19, Calvert’s 1875 woodcut shows that none of the other 
buildings on Stafford Street then did. 
303 OW 27/6/1874 p.19. 
304 Wise’s… 1878-79, p.119; Wise’s…1880-81 p.114; Baré, 1889, Block VI, No. 8. 
There is no G.F. Reid mentioned in the directories cited anywhere in New Zealand. 
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Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 1/8/1874 p.3e. 
Built for: Union Permanent & Investment Society. 
Description: Additions to building. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: Additions to business premises. 
Notes: This was probably an extension of the premises Lawson designed for the same 

proprietors in 1869-70 listed as a separate item above. 
2. Contemporary directories give little indication of this body’s presence in Princes 

Street. In 1874 its secretary was M.W. Hawkins whose business address was ‘Princes 
Street’.305  

3. As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the building’s 
whole design. 

166. Name/location/address: G.M. Aldrich’s premises, Dowling Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 22/8/1874 p.3d. 
Built for: G.M. Aldrich. 
Description: Additions to premises. 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

167.  Name/location/address: G.W. Hutchins’ store and dwelling house, Balclutha, Clutha 
District. 

Extant: 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/8/1875 p.1d. 
Built for: G. W. Hutchins. 
Materials: Concrete. 

168. Name/location/address: Shops and dwelling house, Balclutha, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 27/9/1875 p.3e. 
Materials: Timber.  

169. Name/location/address: Proudfoot’s warehouse, corner of Burlington and lower High 
Streets, Dunedin. 

Extant: No. Demolished 1986. 
Built: 1875-77.306 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/10/1875 p.1h; article 

ODT 31/3/1877 supplement a. 
Built for: David Proudfoot. 
Builder: James Gore.307 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick rendered in cement for the upper floors; slate roof. 
Description: Three storeys and a basement on a corner site this was a substantial 

warehouse in Lawson’s understated version of his Palazzo Farnese manner. 
                                                
305 ODT 21/11/1874 p.3e. 
306 A description of the building foreshadowing its start appeared ODT 27/10/1875 p.6b, 
and another, as it neared completion, ODT 31/3/1877 supplement a. 
307 ODT 31/3/1877 supplement a. 
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170. Name/location/address: Maclean Brothers’ offices, Manse Street, Dunedin. (On the site 
of the present 16 & 20 Manse Street.)308 

Extant: No. Demolished to make way for the later Brown Ewing warehouse.309 
Built: 1876. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 27/7/1876 p.1d. 
Built for: Maclean Brothers. 
Description: Alterations to two storey offices and a warehouse. 
Notes: As these were alterations Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

171. Name/location/address: Charles Moore’s warehouse, High Street, Dunedin. (North west 
side of upper High Street, second section below Clark Street.) 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1876. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 31/7/1876 p.1d. 
Built for: Charles Moore. 
Description: One storeyed building with a street front and a right of way on the upper 

side between it and the next section.310  
Building history: The structure replaced a single storey building with a factory chimney 

on its upper side visible in Calvert’s 1875 wood engraving and the Burton Brothers 
December 1874 panorama.311  

172. Name/location/address: South British Insurance Company office, Liverpool Street, 
Dunedin. (On the south side immediately below the Union Bank of Australia, on the 
corner. Now occupied by a 1970s infill building.) 

Extant: No. Demolished 1970s. 
Built: 1876-1877. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/9/1876 p.1d. 
Built for: The South British Insurance Company. 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick rendered in cement for the upper parts; slate roof. 
Description: Three storeys above a basement; the ground floor had arched topped 

window and door apertures; the first had flat topped windows with alternating arched 
and triangular pediments; the second floor windows were flat topped and set below a 
cornice. There was a fascia and then a corbel table above, topped by a blind 
balustrade. The ground floor had rusticated pilasters. There was a shallow balustrade 
at first floor level and from there to the top of the second floor Corinthian pilasters.312 
A modest precursor of Lawson’s treatment of the Municipal Chambers. 

Notes: The building was described ODT 22/11/1876 p.2g as it was nearing completion. 

173. Name/location/address: Three storey building, Musselburgh, Dunedin. 
Extant: 

                                                
308 This is the site shown as occupied by ‘Mclean & Co, land & estate agents’ in Wise & 
Co’s New Zealand Directory 1880-1881, p.101, the only people of that name in Manse 
Street. Calvert, 1875 shows it was a two storey building. 
309 Baré, 1889, no. 6 part block VI, has it marked 3/S meaning it then had three floors 
and a slate roof. 
310 Baré, [1889], Block VII. 
311 Calvert, Dunedin 1875; Dunedin [1874 Dec] Panorama in 10 parts from the top of 
First Church. Burton Brothers, 84.555 pt. 2 c/n E 2505/18 HC. 
312 A photograph of the building taken from the 1932 Otago Witness, is reproduced in 
Knight, 1985, p.43. 
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Built: 1876. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 13/9/1876 p.1d. 
Materials: The tender advertisement canvassed its being wood or brick. 
Description: Presumably a commercial structure. 

174. Name/location/address: Four storey warehouse, High Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1876. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/10/1876 p.1d. 
Materials: Stone and brick. 
Notes: This is hard to identify. The commercial buildings on High Street about this time 

are well accounted for. There are few of four storeys, although that needs to be 
understood as including the basement. This might possibly be Proudfoot’s warehouse 
for which Lawson advertised for tenders ODT 12/10/1875 p.1h, listed above. 
However it was reported ODT 27/10/1875 p.6b that that was ‘about to be erected’. 
There might have been a delay and the project re-advertised because Proudfoot’s 
building was only nearing completion at the end of March 1877.313 The only 
alternative seems to be Ross & Glendining’s High Street warehouse. They bought the 
land there in 1874 behind their Stafford Street premises and contemplated building a 
one storey structure with walls thick enough to bear another two. However economic 
conditions deteriorated and didn’t improve again until the latter part of 1876.314 
Perhaps at that point they decided to build. There is an old stone and brick warehouse 
still on the site which has been added to at the rear and extensively modified. But 
Ross & Glendining’s building there in 1889 appears to have been only two storeys 
high.315 Even if we add an unmentioned basement that still only amounts to three, not 
the four of the advertisement. 
 It may be this was an unrealised project. 

175. Name/location/address: Business premises, George Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1876. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 22/11/1876 p.1d. 

176. Name/location/address: Mr F. Beissel’s hairdressing saloon, Princes Street, Dunedin.  
Extant: Apparently not. See note.  
Built: 1877.  
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 5/2/1877 p.1g; article 

ODT 30/7/1877 p.7c.  
Built for: Mr F. Beissel.  
Builder: Messrs Hall & Son. Messrs Burt Brothers did the plumbing which was 

elaborate. 316  
Materials: Brick.317  
Description: Two storey, purpose designed hairdressing saloon, for men and women, 

with baths and showers on the ground floor. There were offices above. 
Building history: Beissel built this to replace his earlier premises destroyed in a fire. 
Notes: 1. Although only two storeys this building appears to have had an unusual and 
                                                
313 ODT 31/3/1877 supplement a. 
314 Jones, 2010, pp.73-74 & 75. 
315 Baré, 1889, part of block Vi no. 6. The figure for the storeys is hard to read but 
seems to be ‘2’. 
316 ODT 30/7/1877 p.7c. 
317 ODT 5/2/1877 p.1g. 
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tasteful interior at least in the saloon. The newspaper description is detailed. There 
were several rooms where people could relax as well as bathing and showering. The 
showers had horizontal as well as vertical jets. 

2. There is a photograph of the earlier premises destroyed by fire.318 
3. The city’s rate books show that after the fire Beissel owned two pieces of land in 

Princes Street on the west side in the block between Rattray and Dowling Streets. He 
occupied one of these himself as a hairdresser so this will be where the new saloon 
was. It is difficult to be sure precisely where that is now. Beissel’s premises were on 
section 42 which means they should be at the present 174 now occupied by a larger, 
later building. 319  

4. By 1880 Beissel’s hairdressing was being done on the east side of Princes Street in 
the block between Moray Place and Dowling Street, the third address south from 
Moray Place.320 

177. Name/location/address: John Cameron’s store and dwelling house, Maori Hill, 
Dunedin.  

Extant:  
Built: 1877.  
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/2/1877 p.1g.  
Description: ‘Store and dwelling house.’ 

178. Name/location/address: Albion Brewery, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/8/1878 p.1c. 
Built for: Marshall & Copeland. 
Materials: Included concrete. 
Description: Alterations and additions. 
Notes: As these were alterations and additions Lawson may not have been responsible 

for the building’s whole design. 

179. Name/location/address: Kaikorai Woollen Co, Kaikorai Valley Road, Dunedin. 
Extant:  
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/9/1878 p.1d. 
Built for: Kaikorai Woollen Co. 
Description: ‘Chimney shaft.’ 
Materials: Brick. 

180. Name/location/address: Probably James Scott’s business premises, Vogel Street, 
Dunedin. (West side of Vogel Street between Rattray and Water Streets.)321 

                                                
318 The photo is at OSM. The compiler has a digital copy. It shows the street elevation 
of a wooden building with the land falling to the left. 
319 Email Chris Scott DCA/Peter Entwisle 4/5/2012. 
320 Wise’s… 1880-1881 p.107. 
321 This is suggested by the following process of elimination: The tender advertisement 
(ODT 19/10/1878 p.3h) describes the building simply as ‘business premises, of Brick, in 
Vogel street’. The photograph of this area taken in October 1885 (MS 2248/34 HC) 
shows a number of buildings, including Scott’s but the others can all be accounted for 
as other projects. Going clockwise from Scott’s building across Vogel Street is the three 
storey warehouse for Hogg, Howison, Nicol & Co erected in 1881. (ODT 
6/5/1881p.4e.) Next is three storey office of the Union Steam Ship Company completed 
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Extant: No. 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *I. Tender advertisement ODT 19/10/1878 p.3h.322 
Built for: James Scott. 
Materials: Brick; corrugated iron roof? 
Description: Small, single storey pitched roof building facing Vogel Street. It had two 

windows in the rear wall and two chimney stacks emerging from the lower part of 
the roof on that side. 

181. Name/location/address: Alex Hunter’s business premises, Great King Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/10/1878 p.3b. 
Built for: Alex Hunter. 
Description: Alterations. 
Notes: As these were alterations Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

182. Name/location/address: Ferguson & Mitchell’s warehouse, Princes Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1879. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 1/3/1879 p.1d. 
Built for: Ferguson & Mitchell. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: ‘Extension.’ 

                                                                                                                                          
10/9/1883. (Hocken, 1898, p.329.) Then there are the Offices for the Otago Harbour 
Board completed in October 1877. (ODT 13/10/1877 p.3a.) Then there is Donald Reid’s 
second grain and wool store completed 1882. (Reid & Eccles, 1939 p.302.) Across 
Vogel Street from that, back on the west side, is a long, low, pitched roof building with 
a pitched iron roof which might be thought to be the one referred to in Lawson’s 1878 
advertisement. However H.F Hardy advertised for tenders to build a “brick warehouse 
in Vogel street” in September 1880 and the building opposite Reid’s seems more likely 
to be that. (ODT 25/9/1880.p.1d) Lawson’s terse ‘BUSINESS PREMISES of brick’ 
seems better suited to Scott’s very modest office while the building opposite Reid’s has 
the scale to be Hardy’s ‘warehouse’. Behind that structure is visible the top and roof of 
the building still at 43 Jetty Street. It stands on the corner of Jetty and Vogel Streets and 
by 1887 was occupied by the Otago Harbour Board as its second offices. (1887-8 South 
Ward, Valuation Roll, vol 12: Wharf Block, section 18, Otago Harbour Board, offices 
No II, DCA.) It seems clear it didn’t exist or the land it stood on even reclaimed in 
1878. Moving to the right there is a row of buildings on Crawford Street, not Vogel, the 
foremost of which is Coulls, Culling and Co’s premises built in 1882. (ODT 18/8/1882 
p.1e & 19/8/1882 p1e.) Apart from those mentioned the only other buildings on Vogel 
Street are two very small offices which seem clearly to be made of timber. The only part 
of Vogel Street not in view in this picture, the extreme north end, is known to have been 
occupied by a building designed by John Burnside and put up in the 1880s. (OW 
24/7/1880 p.22.) A search of John Timmins index of ODT tender advertisements for the 
entire relevant period found no other for Scott’s premises. It thus seems clear Lawson’s 
advertisement must refer to them. 
322 The text reads ‘Tenders invited for the erection of BUSINESS PREMISES, of Brick, 
in Vogel street, Dunedin. Plans &c lie with the undersigned; and Tenders will be 
received on or before the 26th Instant, at noon. R.A. Lawson.’ 
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Notes: 1. Because this was an extension Lawson may not have been responsible for the 
building’s whole design.  

2. He carried out additions for the same client in 1866 although whether that was to the 
same building as this is not clear (see above). 

183. Name/location/address: Shop and dwelling-house, St Andrew Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1879. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 4/4/1879 p.1d.  
Materials: Brick. 
Description: ‘Shop and Dwelling-house.’ 

184. Name/location/address: Otago Corn & Wool Exchange, Now Cromwell Chambers, 16 
Queens Gardens and 5 Dowling Street, Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Greg Paterson November 2007, Mr. ((03) 477 2640). 
Built: 1879. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *A. The building was constructed using day labour 

so no architect’s tender advertisement will have been placed for it. Moreover a 
comprehensive search of the ODT tender advertisements revealed nothing which 
plausibly could be for this structure. The report of its building mentions John 
Armstrong’s supervision of the work but doesn’t say who prepared the plans and 
specifications.323 A building of this size and complexity wouldn’t have been 
constructed without any so the question is, who prepared them?  

  It is clear from Donald Reid’s own letterbook that in late 1879 he was having 
partitions installed and removed to suit particular clients.324 Nevertheless it is 
unlikely that Reid, a politician, farmer and businessman, also possessed the skills to 
produce what looks like a professional design. He might have turned to any of the 
city’s several practising architects. He had previously employed Lawson to complete 
his house on the Taieri, which was accomplished by September 1873.325 But he used 
Mason & Wales to design the building which replaced the High Street one which 
was completed by December 1882.326 It can’t be argued that Lawson was Reid’s only 
choice.  

  What lends the ascription some plausibility is the appearance of the building. For 
warehouses in the 1870s Lawson favoured a fairly plain treatment, often combining 
pilasters of cement rendered brick, grooved to look like ashlar masonry, windows 
with rounded though not arched tops and fairly prominent cornices. His warehouses 
for David Proudfoot – further down High Street – and Robert Wilson – on the corner 
of Bond and Jetty Streets, are examples. Though more elaborate so too is what is 
now the Trustee Executors building on Bond, Water and Crawford Streets. These 
features or even their combination, do not amount to a signature but are certainly 
characteristic of some of Lawson’s work at the time. The warehouse for Donald Reid 
exhibits them and may well be his design. But unless a document or a drawing is 
found to confirm this it can only be a suggestion. 

Built for: Donald Reid. 
Materials: Stone foundations; upper parts brick rendered in cement; slate roof.  

                                                
323 ODT 7/12/1878 supplement a. 
324 E.g Donald Reid/Miss A.I. Valpy 28/10/1879 p.29 in Letter Book 1879-1895, Reid 
Farmers archives, HC. 
325 Reid & Eccles, 1939, p.77. 
326 Reid & Eccles, 1939, pp. 302 & 307. 
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Description: A commercial building given a restrained neoclassical treatment. Its street 
fronts on lower High Street and Dowling Street each rise three storeys from the 
pavement. However the fall of the land between the streets means the building is in 
fact four storeys high. The back of the High Street premises is a basement to those on 
Dowling Street. 

Building history: The High Street façade was reputedly taken down and rebuilt a few 
inches from its original location in the 1890s. 

State of preservation: The Dowling Street façade has been remodelled in Art Deco 
fashion. The High Street elevation is better preserved. The interiors have been 
modified but significant elements of the original remain.  

185. Name/location/address: Premises, Princes Street, Dunedin. Possibly the present 79, 
north east corner of Moray Place and Princes Street intersection. 

Extant: Possibly. 
Built: 1880. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *I. Tender advertisement ODT 3/7/1880 p.4d. 
Materials: Stone and brick. 
Description: Stone and brick premises. 
Notes: 1. The oldest part of the building now at 79 Princes Street is the portion on the 

street corner. It was constructed in 1867 for John Logan to a design by John 
McGregor (active 1860s – 1880s), was two storeys high above a basement and was 
made of stone and brick.327 In 1880, while still in Logan’s ownership, it was raised 
another floor and extended along Moray Place in the same Scottish baronial style as 
the original building, an unusual treatment for commercial premises. This is known 
from the photographic record and the city council’s ratebooks where an inspection of 
16 October 1880 implies the premises had been expanded.328 There is no tender 
advertisement in the Otago Daily Times in 1879 which could be for this project. The 
only one in 1880 is Lawson’s of 3 July. It is for stone and brick premises in Princes 
Street, which fits the project, but it is for their erection, not additions and alterations 
and the time between its appearance and the project’s completion seems short. 
Building projects did not always produce tender advertisements. If an owner was 
happy to contract a builder without tendering there wouldn’t be one. That might have 
happened here and Lawson’s advertisement was for some other project. 

186. Name/location/address: Keith Ramsay and Henry Guthrie’s offices, now 49 & 49a 
Vogel Street, Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1880-1881. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 7/10/1880 p.1h & 

16/2/1881 p.1f. 
Built for: Messrs Keith Ramsay and Henry Guthrie. 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick rendered in cement for the upper parts; slate roof. 
Description: Two storey commercial premises in an Italianate manner. The Vogel Street 
                                                
327 ODT 8/4/1867 p.1c 
328 Illustration 16, Knight 1974 shows the building before it was raised and extended. 
The city’s rate books show that in 1880 in one part of the building the rates rose from 
£75 to £150. In the same year three other buildings appear on the site each attracting 
significant rates, £54 for one and £46 for each of the others. (Email, Chris Scott, 
Dunedin City Archives/Peter Entwisle 24/7/2012 and attached scans of ratebook pages.) 
Knight 1980 at p.54 reproduces a photo showing the raised Princes Street elevation and 
the whole of the building’s north elevation which shows the building extended along 
Moray Place. The photograph was taken from the Town Hall tower in 1880. 
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elevation was composed into three bays, or portions, the central one wider, with three 
embrasures at each floor, the flanking ones narrower, with two at each floor. The 
walls rose to a corbel table at the top of the first floor. Above it there was a central 
pediment flanked by blind balustrades. On the ground floor the centremost 
embrasure seems to have been an entrance while the immediately flanking ones 
appear to be windows with low, prie dieu sills. By contrast the embrasures in the 
outer, flanking bays accommodated high-silled windows. The embrasures seem to 
have been enlivened with Mannerist rustication.329 The east elevation, facing 
Cumberland Street, and at the time of construction still open to it, has a one and a 
half storey forward reach. Its cement rendering appears to be original. At the top of 
the ground floor it is relieved with a band of bolstering.  

Building history: It is sited on reclaimed land, designated section 20, which Keith 
Ramsay leased from the Otago Harbour Board 21/9/1880.330 Section 20 extends 
through the block from Vogel Street to Cumberland Street. In October 1880 Lawson 
advertised for tenders to erect ‘offices in Cumberland street extension for Messrs 
Keith Ramsay and Henry Guthrie’. 331 In February of 1881 he advertised again, ‘At 
risk of former contractor’ for tenders for the completion of offices in Vogel Street for 
Messrs Guthrie and Ramsay’. There must have been some difficulty with the first 
contractor. In 1882 Ramsay sublet the Cumberland Street side of the section to the 
Union Steam Shipping Company of New Zealand.332  

  When they were first built the offices stood alone but in 1883 they were flanked to 
the north by the high, Union Steam Shipping Company’s head office and subsequently 
by equally high, close-set buildings to the south and the west. The latter formed 
interior courtyards on the site on either side of the western forward reach. About the 
1920s or 30s the Vogel Street façade was heavily remodelled in Art Deco fashion with 
the two flanking banks of windows significantly modified. The centremost ground 
floor embrasure now accommodates a window rather than an entrance, but with a low 
sill like those immediately beside it. 

State of preservation: Compromised but significant original features remain. 

187. Name/location/address: Former New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Building, 
corner Rattray and Thomas Burns (formerly Castle) Streets, Dunedin, south 
extension. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1880, 1883 &1885. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Tender advertisement ODT 11/12/1880 p.1d; 

tender advertisement for additions to NZL&MACo’s warehouse, Rattray St., ODT 
24/10/1883 p.4e; another ODT 14/1/1885 p.1e for offices and additions to 
NZL&MACo’s warehouse. Also article OW 17/10/1885 p.9 describing the building 
on its completion.  

Built for: New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Company. 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia foundations and the lower parts of the walls; Oamaru 

limestone for the upper walls; slate roof. 
Description: A highly decorated two storey office extension to an existing two storeyed 

massive warehouse designed by William Mason, with later extrapolation by the 

                                                
329 Based on its appearance in an 1885 photograph MS 2248/34 HC. 
330Certificate of title, vol 98, folio 272, copy DCA. 
331 Lawson’s tender advertisement appeared ODT 7/10/1880 p.1g. 
332 Certificate of title, vol 98, folio 272, copy DCA. 
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builder Walter Bell.333 The walls of the pre-existing warehouse are constructed of 
large blocks of blue stone with interspersed contrasting blocks of Port Chalmers 
breccia, adding subtle variety to what is otherwise very severe construction. 
Lawson’s addition contrasts, being an elaborately worked, late Renaissance revival 
palazzo. The form of the building is a simple cube but the surfaces are richly 
embellished. This shows Lawson as a master of elaborate decoration, answering the 
challenges of Armson’s Bank of New Zealand, and N.Y.A. Wales’s New Zealand 
Insurance Company buildings, and is a rare example of New Zealand’s first great 
architect shaking hands with its second. (The Herbert Presbyterian church is 
another.)  

State of preservation: In the 20th century a contrasting top floor and roof were added 
and a northward extension of the warehouse. 

Notes: 1. The south extension has been attributed to Mason & Wales.334 However OW 
17/10/1885 p.9 makes it clear it was Lawson’s.  

2. Interesting for being part of a combined effort by two significant 19th C architects, 
William Mason of Mason & Wales, and Lawson. The designs are very contrasting 
but make a happy combination, the highly decorated forward compartment 
representing the business’s face to the street while Mason’s warehouse expresses its 
functional purpose. 

3. Registered as a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 4755. 

188. Name/location/address: Martin and Watson’s offices, corner of the Octagon and lower 
Stuart Street, Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: May 2005: Ralph Gill. 
Built: 1882.335 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 26/11/1881 p.3i; drawing 

by Lawson for a never realised extension, JSHC. Article Otago Daily Times 
31/1/1882 p.3a which clearly identifies the building and names Lawson as the 
architect. 

Built for: Martin and Watson. 
Builder: Messrs Anderson and Godso.336  
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia for the basement; the upper parts brick rendered in 

cement; slate roof.  

                                                
333 Stacpoole, in his life of William Mason, identifies the building as one constructed 
originally as a wool store for Driver, Stewart and Company, apparently in the early 
1870s. This was a single storey later raised another floor by the builder Walter Bell who 
then claimed credit for the design. Stacpoole concludes it is impossible to tell who is 
responsible. (Stacpoole, 1971, p.108.) It seems unlikely Bell was, because the first floor 
is of the same design as the ground floor and because the unusual mix of Port Chalmers 
breccia and bluestone for the walls mirrors Mason’s St Matthews Church in Stafford 
Street built about the same time (1873). The building as Mason left it can be seen in an 
1873 photograph reproduced in McLintock, 1951, between pp.228 & 229. It seems it 
became the property of the NZL&MA Co who commissioned work from Lawson. What 
was done in 1880 was perhaps fairly minor. The south office extension was large and 
described in detail OW 17/10/1885 p.9. 
334 Knight & Wales, 1988 p.38 
335 ODT 31/1/1882 p.3a says construction started 3 weeks before that date and 
completion is not expected ‘before May next’.  
336 ODT 31/1/1882 p.3a. 
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Description: A Victorian office of some pretension in a revived Italian renaissance 
manner. It has a basement whose excellent stonework is visible at the rear. There are 
three storeys above. On the ground floor facing Stuart Street and on the corner, there 
are Corinthian pilasters flanking windows and doors with half-round pediments; the 
Octagon front first continued that but also presented two glazed shop fronts.  

  On the first floor there were and are Corinthian pilasters flanking the windows with 
triangular pediments with an entablature above. On the second floor there are windows 
flanked by Doric pilasters with bas relief floral decorations in reserved fascias, topped 
with horizontal pediments with then another entablature. The first and second floor 
windows were all furnished with decorative ironwork at the sills. Both the Octagon 
and Stuart Street elevations were topped by a balustrade. This was a refined, delicately 
decorated treatment, which happily, mostly survives. 

State of preservation: There have been significant changes at ground floor level.  
Notes: 1. The article ODT 31/1/1882 p.3a has a good description of the building. 
2. Registered a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2137. 

189. Name/location/address: Shop and dwelling house, Forbury, St Clair, Dunedin. 
Extant: Apparently not. 
Built: 1882. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/2/1882 p.1e. 

190. Name/location/address: Industrial building for Speight’s Brewery, Rattray Street, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1882. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/4/1882 p.1h.337 
Built for: Speight’s Brewery. 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia foundations; unrendered brick for the upper parts; 

concrete; iron pillars.338 Corrugated iron roof. 
Description: Large, multi-storey industrial building with a high arched gable at its 

Rattray Street end behind which there was originally a barrel-vaulted roof.339 Its 
towering, unrendered brick walls appear to have set the theme for the whole later 
development of the complex. 

Building history: Lawson’s 1882 work was a four storey addition to an existing base.340 
It was a malthouse consisting of three brick floors over a stone basement. It extended 
to the rearmost part of the site the form of which meant that end of the floor plan was 
triangular. The building originally had a flat parapet but in the late 1890s it as raised 
another floor when the barrel vault and matching gable were added. The barrel-
vaulted roof extended only over the forward part of the building. In 1959 two internal 
floors were removed, castellated beams inserted and a mass concrete wall 
constructed internally dividing the forward part from the rearward triangular part 
which retained its original three floors. At some time perhaps after this the barrel-
vaulted roof was removed and replaced with one matching the pitch of the rearward 
portion’s roof. The basement was considerably modified at this time and was given 
new mass concrete foundations and posts supporting the tank room floor above. It is 
now (2012) proposed to demolish the rearward part of the building, strip out all 

                                                
337 The tender advertisement describes these as ‘additions’ to Speight’s brewery but that 
may not imply that it was not a stand-alone building. 
338 OW 15/4/1882 p.17 ‘Passing Notes’. 
339 Visible in the photo p.293 Cyclopaedia, vol 4, 1905. 
340 OW 15/4/1882 p.17 ‘Passing Notes’. 
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remaining original features from the forward part to facilitate its re-use.341 
State of preservation: Compromised (see above). A building has been constructed 

between this and Rattray Street which obscures its main elevation. 

191. Name/location/address: Wool and Grain stores and offices for Messrs Maclean & Co, 
Bond and Crawford Streets, Dunedin. 

Extant: 
Built: 1882. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 19/4/1882 p.1h. 
Built for: Messrs Maclean & Co.  

192. Name/location/address: Brown, Ewing & Co’s second premises, Manse Street, 
Dunedin. (The present nos.16 & 20.) 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1882. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 20/4/1882 p.1h, 

15/1/1883 p.1e. 
Built for: Brown, Ewing & Co. 
Builder: Of the 1903 additions G. Simpson.342 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia foundations; brick rendered in cement for the upper 

parts; slate roofs. 
Description: Three storey commercial premises, above a basement, in an Italian 

renaissance style. There is a stylobate and beneath the ground floor cornice a dentil 
course. The first floor windows have alternating triangular and arched pediments. The 
basement stonework appears to be of particularly good quality, comparable to that of 
the Martin and Watson building in the Octagon. Generally the street elevation is a 
pared-back version of that design. 

Building history: Raised a floor and a half in 1903.343 
State of preservation: One side of the ground floor has been crudely modified with the 

loss of much detail. The building has recently been retrofitted as apartments. The 
exterior, including the basement stone work and the cement-modelled street front, has 
been painted. Nevertheless most of the shell of the building is intact. 

Notes: 1. This replaced an earlier two storey building modified by Lawson for Maclean 
Brothers in 1876 (see above).  

2. The 1883 tender advertisement was for fittings. 
3. Brown, Ewing & Co was formed in 1869 when Ralph Ewing, John Glendining and 

Thomas Brown took over a business which had been trading since 1849. They were 
described as ‘Importers of Drapery etc., Tailors, Clothiers, Milliners and 
Dressmakers’.344 The partners, all buyers for Ross & Glendining, were to carry on 
retailing while Ross & Glendining concentrated on wholesaling.345 In 1874 they 
constructed premises on the flat iron corner site of Princes and Manse Streets 
designed by Lawson and listed above. Business expanded and they commissioned 
this building to accommodate it in 1882. At the same time they continued their 
operations in the Princes Street building. Later they commissioned more shops on 
Princes Street in the ground floor of Wain’s Hotel adjacent to their existing premises 

                                                
341 Gillies, 2012, pp.2,3,4,5,6 & 8. 
342 Email Chris Scott DCA/Peter Entwisle 18/7/2012 citing city records. 
343 Email Chris Scott DCA/Peter Entwisle 18/7/2012 citing city records. These describe 
the additions as in brick and as two storeys. However observation shows the topmost 
floor only extends over part of the building’s whole plan. 
344 Cyclopaedia vol 4 1905, p.301. 
345 Jones, 2010, p.42. 
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and the Manse Street building continued as a bulk store.346 The business was 
evolving into what would become known as a department store. 

193. Name/location/address: W. & G. Turnbull’s new premises, High Street, Dunedin. (On 
the north west side of upper High Street immediately above the arcade building.)347 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1882-3. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article OW 29/4/1882 p.10. 
Built for: W. & G. Turnbull. 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia foundations; brick rendered in plaster for the upper 

parts.348 Slate and iron roofs.349 
Description: A warehouse with a basement and two storeys above.350 
Building history: This replaced an earlier one storey building designed by David 

Ross.351 

194. Name/location/address: Mackerras & Hazlett’s bonded store, now the John Colours 
building, Crawford Street, Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1882. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/7/1882 p.1f & OW 

15/7/1882 p.9 mentioning it as projected and naming Lawson as the architect. 
Built for: Mackerras & Hazlett. 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia foundations; brick rendered in cement for the upper 

parts; slate roof. 
Description: Three storey bonded store.  
State of preservation: The exterior has been stripped of its detail but most of the original 

fabric remains. 

195. Name/location/address: Messrs Ross, McNeill and Co.’s premises, Princes Street, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: 
Built: 1882. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 30/8/1882 p.1e. 
Built for: Messrs Ross, McNeill and Co. 
Description: ‘Alterations and new fittings’. 
Notes: As these were alterations and fittings Lawson may not have been responsible for 

the building’s whole design. 

196. Name/location/address: City & Suburban Tramway Company’s car shed, Cumberland 
Street, Dunedin. 

Extant: 
                                                
346 Cyclopaedia vol 4 1905, pp.301-2. 
347 Wise’s New Zealand Post Office Directory 1883-84 p.119. 
348 OW 29/4/1882 p.10. 
349 Baré, [1889] Block VII. 
350 OW 29/4/1882 p.10. 
351 The Daily Telegraph 29/7/1863 p.1d carried an advertisement by David Ross calling 
for tenders for a brick and stone warehouse in High Street for Messrs W. & G. Turnbull. 
Dunedin c. 1868 High Street b&w photo by J. Tensfield, shows that building on the site. 
(Ex Album 514. S03-181b c/n E6824/36 HC.) OW 29/4/1882 p.10 describes Lawson’s 
project as ‘new business premises’ for W. & G. Turnbull. His building presumably 
replaced Ross’s. 
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Built: 1884. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 7/4/1884 p.4e. 
Built for: City & Suburban Tramway Company. 
Notes: The tender advertisement called for the ‘erection’ of this building but perhaps it 

refers to the re-erection of the wooden part of Lawson’s interim building for First 
Church after it had been taken off its foundations in Dowling Street. 

197. Name/location/address: Two combined shops and dwellings for Donald Malloch, 741 
Cumberland Street, Dunedin. (Now the Good Earth Café.) 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: The University of Otago. 
Built: 1885. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 24/2/1885 p.1e. 
Built for: Donald Malloch. 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick rendered in cement plaster for the upper walls; 

originally a slate roof? 
Description: Two storeyed twin shops and dwellings on an inner city suburban corner, 

flanking a park. It has a restrained classical treatment with Doric pilasters and large, 
arching windows at ground floor level on each of the St David Street and 
Cumberland Street elevations. There is an entrance on the angled street corner and 
another on the angled turn of the St David Street flank to the west wall. Each of these 
doorways has a curving, sprung pediment with the original owner’s initials ‘DM’ 
raised in relief inside the spring crest. The elevations on the Cumberland Street, St 
David Street and return west wall are all presented as dressed facades with only the 
south elevation appearing as a ‘back’. There are separate entrances to the upper 
apartments on each of the Cumberland Street and return west walls with attractive 
sidelights. On the dressed facades there is an entablature above the ground floor; the 
upper windows are flat topped and chastely finished with a prominent cornice above. 
The finish is simple and crisp lending a remarkable elegance to what are in fact 
modest, commercial premises. 

State of preservation: A verandah at the corner has been removed. The two shops have 
been made into one space, recently a café. Original features have been removed and 
other, somewhat later period ones retrofitted. Its essential character remains intact. 

198. Name/location/address: Hydraulic Lime and Cement Works, now Vogel House, corner 
of Cumberland, Water and Vogel Streets, Dunedin. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1886. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: OW 6/8/1886 p.10; tender advertisement ODT 

20/7/1886 p.1e. 
Built for: James McDonald. 
Materials: Brick rendered in cement; slate roof. 
Description: Three storey building occupying the whole end of the block. An interesting 

counterpart to Lawson’s earlier building for G.G. Russell occupying a similar 
position on the end of the block flanked by Crawford, Water and Bond Streets, now 
the Trustees Executors’ building (see above).  

State of preservation: The exterior has been stripped down with a loss of detailing but 
the essential forms remain. 

199. Name/location/address: Forbury Racecourse looseboxes, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1886. 
Built for: The Dunedin Jockey Club. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/7/1886 p.1e. 
Description: ‘Looseboxes’. 

200. Name/location/address: Messrs G. & T. Young’s new premises, Princes Street, 
Dunedin. The present 190, later the Pagonis building, now occupied by Quality 
Tailors. 

Extant: Yes. See note. 
Built: 1886. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 19/10/1886 p.1i. 
Built for: Messrs G. & T. Young. 
Description: ‘Alterations.’ 
State of preservation: Badly compromised. The street front was re-faced in the 1920s or 

30s and the interior has been significantly changed. However the Victorian shell of 
the building remains. 

Notes: 1. Although these were alterations Lawson’s changes effectively re-modelled the 
building according to an article ODT 7/5/1887 p.6e which doesn’t name the architect 
but gives a detailed description. In any case Lawson had originally designed the 
building he now re-modelled, (see below). 

2. Baré 1889 blocks 9 & 10 has G. & T. Young in the building immediately south of the 
one with a narrow right-of-way immediately to the north, the present 178, premises 
of the Great Wall restaurant. This locates G. & T. Young at the present 190. The 
article ODT 7/5/1887 p.6e says G. & T. Young had relocated to this building from 
their former address two places north. This explains a photograph showing those 
north of the right-of-way which is immediately to the north of the building north of 
the present 190 Princes Street. (I am indebted to David Murray for pointing to the 
article and photograph. 

3. The article ODT 7/5/1887 p.6e says the premises were formerly occupied by 
Matheson Bros. ODT 27/2/1872 p.1d carries Lawson’s advertisement for tenders for 
a building for Matheson Bros in Princes Street. 

201. Name/location/address: J. Hopkins’ Tramway Restaurant, Stafford Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1887. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 18/3/1887 p.3e; 

29/6/1887 p.3d. 
Built for: J. Hopkins. 
Materials: The second project, timber.  
Description: Construction of a cellar.352 Alterations in wood.353 
Notes: Lawson may not have been responsible for the building’s whole design. 

202. Name/location/address: Stone and brick store. 
Extant: 
Built: 1887-8? 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 16/11/1887 p.3a. 

203. Name/location/address: Inch Valley Flourmill, near Palmerston, Waitaki District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1888. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 31/ 12/ 1887 p.3b. 
                                                
352 ODT 18/3/1887 p.3e. 
353 ODT 29/6/1887 p.3d. 
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Built for: Inch Valley Flourmill. 
Materials: Concrete? 
Description: ‘Repairs to concrete dam.’ 

204. Name/location/address: Water-of-Leith Brewery, Duke Street, Dunedin. (The site is 
now occupied by the Leisure Lodge.) 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1888. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 16/2/1888 p.3c. 
Built for: Water-of-Leith Brewery. 
Materials: Concrete. 
Description: ‘Concrete work.’ 
Notes: The whole building was not Lawson’s design. 

205. Name/location/address: Reid, Maclean & Co’s grain store, Vogel Street, Dunedin. Now 
the premises of Carpet Court. The building is bounded by Jetty and Cumberland 
Streets as well as Vogel Street.354 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1889. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 9/3/1889 p.3c, article 

OW 25/7/1889 p.2. 
Built for: Reid, Maclean & Co. 
Builder: William Mercer.355 
Materials: Concrete foundations reinforced with railway iron rails. Upper parts brick 

rendered in cement; slate roof.356 
Description: A large three storey warehouse. 
Building history: Originally two storeys it was designed to have more and at some time 

another was added.  
State of preservation: The exterior was not originally ornamented and only parts of the 

brickwork were rendered in cement.357 At some later time the walls have been entirely 
rendered in cement. The interior has been opened up and much of the brickwork is on 
show. 

Notes: The contract was signed 17/4/1889 and was to be completed apparently by 
October that year.358 

206. Name/location/address: Duncan’s cheese factory, Palmerston, Waitaki District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1889. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 10/9/1889 p.3a. 
Built for: Mr J. Duncan. 

207. Name/location/address: Shop, bakehouse and dwelling, Camberwell, Melbourne, 
Victoria, Australia. 

Extant: 
Built: 1891. 
                                                
354 Baré, 1889, no 27 Block LVI shows Reid, McLean & Co occupying what is now the 
Carpet Court building. 
355 OW 27/7/1889 p.2. 
356 The foundations are carefully described in OW 27/7/1889 p.2 where this is said to be 
the first use of the system in Dunedin and that it was introduced by Lawson. 
357 OW 27/7/1889 p.2. 
358 OW 27/7/1889 p.2. 



81 

Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: ABCN 23/5/1891 p.400. 

208. Name/location/address: Hearn’s Building, Brunswick, Victoria, Australia. 
Extant: 
Built: 1892. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson and Grey. Illustration, ABCN 22/10/1892 

p.206. 

209. Name/location/address: Morgan & Cato’s building, Brunswick Street, Fitzroy, 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1897-8. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: +The Building, Engineering and Mining Journal, 

10/3/1897 p.311; 10/7/1897 p.195; 19/3/1898 p.77. 
Built for: Morgan & Cato, Merchants. 
Materials: Stone foundations? Perhaps sandstone for the upper parts. 
Description: An imposing four storey corner building. It has pedimented windows at the 

second floor surmounted by a prominent corbel table, a lesser one topping the floor 
above surmounted by a blind balustrade, topped again at the corner with open 
balustrades supporting a central tabernacle with a blind ciborium. There are heavily 
rusticated pilasters setting off the furthest portions of each street elevation from the 
main and marshalling the corner turn into an apparent tower. The fenestration of the 
furthest reaches is different from that of the rest with Palladian arrays, pedimented at 
the first and second floors, the whole effect being to relieve what would otherwise be 
monotonous rows of windows and giving clear definition to the limits of the 
building. There are a number of Lawson’s favoured elements here and the whole 
treatment can be described as another variation of his more elaborate Palazzo 
Farnese manner. The whole is a very well orchestrated composition making the most 
of the corner site and raising the eye naturally to the triumphal tabernacle at the top. 

State of preservation: The ground floor has been unsympathetically modified but the 
upper parts of the street elevations are apparently intact. 

Notes: 1. Prior, 1990, relying on The Building, Engineering and Mining Journal 
references cited above, said ‘Tenders were called in 1897...’ Construction was under 
way in March 1898. ‘The design was prepared by Mr Alexander Rankin of Perth 
while Lawson was engaged as site architect to call for tenders and supervise the work 
under construction.’  

2. Because Lawson was the supervising architect the extent of his responsibility for the 
design is not clear. 

210. Name/location/address: Phoenix Company’s premises, Maclaggan Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. 
Built: 1901. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

6/4/1901 p.9a. 
Built for: The Phoenix Company.  
Description: Reinstating and altering premises. 
Notes: As this was for reinstating and altering Lawson and Salmond may not have been 

responsible for the building’s whole design.
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Schools 

211. Name/location/address: Free Church school Steiglitz, near Geelong, Victoria, Australia. 
Extant: 
Built: 1857. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Signed drawings referred to and reproduced by 

Burchill, 1980, p.26. 
Built for: Free Church congregation Steiglitz. 
Materials: Timber; iron roof.359 
Description: The building consisted of a classroom some 9 metres x 5 metres plus a 

master’s room and a bedroom. Its front elevation appears to have consisted of a gable 
standing forward of the wall beneath, thus making a verandah. The main doors are at 
the centre and the gable ends are supported on pillars or pilasters. It is a very early 
example of Lawson’s predilection for composing his principal façade within a 
triangle with the entrance at its lower centre. Behind the single, main building 
compartment there was a lean-to housing the master’s quarters with an external 
chimney stack. 

212. Name/location/address: Roman Catholic school, Steiglitz, near Geelong, Victoria, 
Australia. 

Extant: 
Built: 1858. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *A. Unsigned plan with inscriptions in what appears 

to be Lawson’s handwriting.360  
Built for: Steiglitz Roman Catholic Congregation. 
Materials: Timber. 361  
Description: The plan indicates a modest, oblong structure with a verandah at the 

narrow front with a central door. This opened immediately into a classroom, divided 
by curtains from a larger class room behind. At the far end of the latter the wall had a 
fireplace while the adjoining side wall had a back door to the building. The interior 
dimensions of the building proper, behind the verandah were 11 feet 6 inches by 39 
feet 6 inches. 

213. Name/location/address: Schoolhouse, Wakari, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 5/12/1863 p.2a. 
Built for: The Otago Provincial Council. 
Description: ‘Schoolhouse.’ 
Notes: Tenders were called for this at the same time as those for the South District 

School listed below. One supposes this was built but no evidence is known to the 
compiler. 

214. Name/location/address: South District School, ‘Park’s School’, 2 William Street, 
Dunedin. (Now a house.)  

Extant: Yes. 
                                                
359 Email Stewart Harvey/Peter Entwisle 30/10/2011. The information comes from 
Burchell, 1980. 
360 Original, Steiglitz Historical Society. Digitised copy supplied to the compiler by 
Stewart Harvey. 
361 Email Stewart Harvey/Peter Entwisle 30/10/2011. 
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Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 5/12/1863 p.2a; article 

OW 1/10/1864, p.6.  
Built for: The Otago Provincial Council. 
Builder: Messrs Clayton and Winchester. 
Cost: £2,274. 
Materials: Stone foundations; upper parts brick rendered in cement; slate roof. 
Description: A crowsfoot gable school of two storeys. Described at the time as Scots 

Baronial. 
Building history: The turret was taken off and the school converted to a house in the 

19thC. 
State of preservation: Reasonable. The turret has gone and the details, but the essential 

building remains. 
Notes: 1. Lawson’s earliest identified, surviving educational building in New Zealand.  
2. It is similar to Lawson’s manses for First Church and Herbert and his house for 

Hepburn at Goodwood. This is more substantial than either. Unlike the First Church 
manse this survives.  

3. The school is depicted in George O’Brien’s painting Designs of R. A. Lawson… at 
lower left with two other buildings between it and the extreme left. 
  

215. Name/location/address: North Dunedin Schoolhouse, Dunedin. 
Extant: Probably not. 
Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 17/8/1864 p.3g. 
Built for: The Otago Provincial Council. 
Description: ‘Completion of the repairs.’ 
Notes: As these were repairs Lawson may not have been responsible for the building’s 

whole design. In the context it seems unlikely he was. 

216. Name/location/address: Mornington School House, Mornington, Dunedin.  
Extant: 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 6/7/1866 p.3d, 

24/8/1866 p.1f. 
Built for: Mornington school committee. 
Cost: £140.362  
Description: ‘Extension’;363 ‘additions’.364 
Building history: There must have been an existing building. This project involved first 

an extension and then additions. In December 1866 Lawson advertised for tenders 
for further ‘Small Additions’.365 

Notes: The first tender advertisement mentions the ‘School-house at Mornington’ the 
second ‘additions to Mornington School House’. In two further advertisements 
immediately following the second Lawson advertised for tenders for ‘School 
Buildings’ at Palmerston and ‘School Buildings’ at Clutha Ferry. It might therefore 
seem that the Mornington project was for a teacher’s dwelling. However an article 
describing the project on its completion makes it clear it was the place of instruction 

                                                
362 ODT 20/10/1866 p.6a. 
363 ODT 6/7/1866 p.3d. 
364 ODT 24/8/1866 p.1f. 
365 ODT 15/12/1866 p.7f. 
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which had been enlarged and that its formal name was ‘Mornington School 
House’.366 

2. As Lawson’s only known work is for extensions and additions he may not have been 
responsible for the building’s whole design. 

217. Name/location/address: School buildings, Clutha Ferry, (now Balclutha), Clutha 
District. 

Extant: 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 24/8/1866 p.1f. 
Built for: The Otago Provincial Council. 

218. Name/location/address: School buildings, Palmerston, Otago, Waitaki District. 
Extant: No. Destroyed by fire 1970.367 
Built: 1866, 1874, probably other dates too. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 24/8/1866 p.1f. Addition, 

tender advertisement ODT 24/4/1874 p.3c. 
Built for: The Otago Provincial Council. 
Materials: Timber; corrugated iron roof. 
Description: Originally a single storey school with a Palladian window in one gable 

end.368 With additions, including at least one by Lawson, it became part of a complex 
of single storeyed high gabled buildings with two of the gables having Palladian 
windows.369 

219. Name/location/address: School, Otepopo, Waitaki District.  
Extant: As a reconstructed remnant. 
Built: 1867-1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 8/2/1867 p.1f. 
Built for: The Otago Provincial Council. 
Builder: Alexander Campbell. 370 
Cost: £698 for the first portion; £325 for the 1872 extension. 371 
Materials: Stone foundations and walls; slate roof.  
Description: ‘School and Master’s Residence.’372 The two comprised one structure. A 

steep roofed building with a long, main compartment from which another shorter 
wing extended at right angles a distance back from the main wing’s forward gable. 
There was a lower gabled entrance porch in the angle between the two wings 
extending forward parallel to the main wing, but not so far. There was a central 
chimney stack with separated flues rising from the junction of the two wings’ gables 
and other, single chimney stacks. There was an attic floor in the main wing. The 

                                                
366 ODT 20/10/1866 p.6a 
367 Palmerston Primary School website. 
http://www.livingheritage.org.nz/schools/primary/palmerston/school/r1-school.php. 
Accessed 14/6/10 
368 This is to judge from photographs reproduced by Knight, 1984, pp.40&58 from the 
1922 & 1923 Otago Witness. As these show the building well after the time of 
construction it may not be that all of the complex visible is Lawson’s of 1866. 
369 Knight, 1984, p.58 reproduces a photograph of the school from the 1923 Otago 
Witness.  
370 McKenzie, 1988, pp. 36&38. 
371 McKenzie, 1988, pp. 36&38. 
372 ODT 8/2/1867 p.1f. 
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windows had shallow arched tops and there was an array of three in the end gable of 
the lesser wing at ground floor level. The middle light of this array was taller than 
those flanking it. The main compartment accommodated the teacher’s house, 
apparently at the forward end. The lesser wing was probably an extension made in 
1872.373 

Building history: Opened in November 1868. There was trouble with the stonework 
which had to be repaired in 1870. Extended in 1872. In 1878 it was decided to build 
a completely new school and this building was moved stone by stone to rebuild 
Adam Anderson’s home at ‘Mary Hill’.374 

State of preservation: Poor. What survives is a dilapidated, reconstructed remnant. 

220. Name/location/address: Schoolhouse, West Taieri, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 8/2/1867 p.1f. 
Built for: The Otago Provincial Council. 
Description: Additions. 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not be responsible for the building’s whole 

design. 

221. Name/location/address: St Patrick’s Roman Catholic School, later a hall, 13 Colonsay 
Street, Lawrence, Clutha District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1871-1872.375 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tuapeka Times letter 7/12/1871 p.5. 
Built for: The Lawrence Catholic congregation. 
Builder: Mr Mackney.376  
Materials: Timber on stone foundations.  
Description: A large, timber building, the central portion rising to two floors with 

flanking parts like aisles, below lean-to roofs, while the central part has a clerestory. 
Notes: 1. Stone foundations had been built by 28/12/1871 and the foundation stone laid 

by 18/1/1872.377 It was opened on St Patrick’s day, 17/3/1872.378 There is a 
description of the building when it was opened Tuapeka Times 21/3/1872 p.5. 

2. Registered as a category 1 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2248. 

222. Name/location/address: Schoolhouse, Green Island, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 13/12/1873 p.3f. 
Built for: The Otago Provincial Council. 
Description: Additions. 
Notes: 1. A sandstone school was built in 1862 which was replaced by a timber one in 

1882.379 Lawson’s additions must have been to the first which has since been 

                                                
373 This is based on McKenzie, 1988, p.36 and the photograph reproduced there. 
374 McKenzie, 1988, pp. 36&37. 
375 Opened 17/3/1872, Tuapeka Times 21/3/1872 p.5. 
376 Tuapeka Times, 21/3/1872 p. 5. 
377 Tuapeka Times 28/12/1871 p. 5; 18/1/1872 p.5. 
378 Tuapeka Times 21/3/1872 p.5. 
379 The school’s website history has no teaching building erected at this date. 
http://www.greenisland.school.nz/. Accessed 14/6/10. 
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demolished. 2. As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for 
the building’s whole design. 

223. Name/location/address: Schoolhouse, Purakanui School Road, Purakaunui, Dunedin. 
Extant: The school but not the residence. 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *A. Tender advertisement ODT 13/12/1873 p3f. 
Built for: The Otago Provincial Council. 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: A simple, hipped roof structure with a Palladian window array at one end 

with the characteristic tall, central light with a demi lune top. 
Building history: An extension at right angles to the original has been made, perhaps 

early in the 20thC. 
State of preservation: Has been converted to a dwelling but the exterior form and some 

original features remain.  
Notes: 1. The tender advertisement was placed by an education committee clerk, not 

Lawson. However he designed such schools and the Palladian window array suggests 
he was responsible.  

2. The same tender advertisement called for the construction of the teacher’s dwelling 
(see below in Domestic). 

224. Name/location/address: Mission Schoolhouse, Brown Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 14/10/1875 p.1h. 
Description: ‘Mission schoolhouse.’ 
Notes: Perhaps this was in connection with the Catholic school which borders Brown 

Street. 

225. Name/location/address: Gymnasium on the Asylum Grounds, Arthur Street, later part 
of Otago Boys High School Arthur Street, Dunedin. 

Extant: No. Demolished mid 1980s. 
Built: 1882. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 31/5/1882 p.3i; article 

OW 14/10/1882 p.9 says the gymnasium had just been finished on the asylum 
grounds for the new high school buildings and names Lawson as the architect. 

Built for: The Otago High Schools Board. 
Materials: Timber with a slate roof.380 

226. Name/location/address: Otago Boys High School, main block, Arthur Street, Dunedin. 
Legal description: Secs 1, 3Pt 4 & Pt Sec 86 Blk 19 Town of Dunedin. 
Extant: Yes. 
Owner: The New Zealand government. 
Built: 1882-1885.381 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 28/6/1882 p.1e; 

                                                                                                                                          
 
380 OW 14/10/1882 p.9. 
381 OW 21/2/1885 supplement p.4 stated that building started 25/7/1882 and that there 
was a delay and at supplement p.2 reported its opening by the Governor of New 
Zealand, Sir William Jervois, 11/2/1885. 
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21/7/1884p.d (x2).382 Article OW 21/2/1885 supplement p.4. 
Built for: The Otago High Schools Board. 
Builder: W.A. Carlton.383 
Cost: Including site drainage, fencing and gates ‘about £18,000.’384 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia foundations; Port Chalmers breccia and bluestone 

with Oamaru limestone trims for the upper parts; slate roof. 
Description: A substantial school building in the revived domestic Tudor gothic style, 

with Scots baronial overtones. There is a central, forward tower between gabled 
wings; an anterior crenellated compartment originally housing the hall; and a rear 
compartment with lesser gables and a central, smaller bell tower. The detailing is 
spare, except on the upper reaches of the main tower, giving an impression of 
austerity, although the gables, towers and pinnacles are notably exuberant. The walls 
mix Port Chalmers breccia with broad string courses of bluestone among Oamaru 
limestone trims, which provides a compensating variety and colour to the plainness 
of the detailing. It is an impressive building on a commanding site, visible from 
many points in the city and attractively set against the Town Belt bush. 

Building history: Built 1882-1885; strengthened with tie rods, 1962-1963; retrofitted 
and renovated by E.J. (Ted) McCoy 1985. 

Condition: Good.  
State of preservation: The central hall was destroyed when the building was retrofitted 

in the 1980s, otherwise fairly good. 
Notes: 1. An NZHPT category 1 historic place, reg. no. 375.  
2. This is one of Lawson’s outstanding achievements and widely recognised as such 

ever since its construction. It has obvious affinities with Larnach Castle but is a 
grander and finer building. The principal elevation has the same triangular 
composition with a central tower above the main entrance as Larnach Castle, First 
Church, the Municipal Chambers and a number of other, more modest structures.  

3. The principal tower rises 90 feet (27.5m) from the ground it stands on to its finial and 
the building it fronts is 125 feet (38.1) wide by 175 feet (53.34m) deep. There is a 
lesser tower at the centre of the rear elevation. The topmost chamber of the main 
tower was a ‘Boys’ Museum’ with a gallery.385  

4. The principal tower has four pinnacles, linked by four open stone balustrades, each 
with a shield at the centre. These are the New Zealand Colonial seal, the Otago seal, 
that of the Otago Caledonian Society and the Dunedin City Corporation’s. The 
school’s motto is carved in the stonework of the main entrance. There are tall 
chimneys and battlements. Originally there were also roof ventilators. 

                                                
382 There was one on the first date, for erecting the buildings, two on the second date: 
one for laying drains, the other for the retaining wall, iron railings and gates, road 
formation and excavations. 
383 NZHPT citation, reg no 375, NZHPT website. 
384 OW 21/2/1885 supplement p.4. 
385 OW 21/2/1885 supplement p.4. 
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Civic & Institutional 

227. Name/location/address: The Otago Benevolent Institution, Caversham, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. 
Built: 1863 and later. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 8/2/1863 p.7c; 

25/1/1865 p.2c; 4/7/1868 p.1c.  
Built for: The Otago Benevolent Institution (a private charitable organisation). 
Materials: Stone foundations; unrendered brick with Oamaru limestone trims for the 

upper parts; slate roof. 
Description: The Benevolent Institution might be characterised as ‘Chambord without 

the towers’. An impressive structure, especially for such an early date in New 
Zealand, it was intended as a place of refuge for the indigent and ailing elderly with 
provision for their accommodation in a three storeyed hospital with a front range and 
rearward wings. As projected by the architect it was notably more elaborate than 
built.386 The principal difference is the absence of a central tower with pinnacles, a 
pillared cupola and numerous finials which would have given the building more of 
the aspirational quality of Chambord’s roofline. Even so it was a substantial and 
attractive structure.  

  The front range was a symmetrical composition of two wings on either side of a 
twin gabled forward reach. The main entrance was through a central Tudor arch 
while the wings had shallow, effectively faux loggia, of similar arches, echoing the 
deeper ones of Chambord, at ground floor level. The first floor had variegated 
window treatments and a crenellated parapet, above which rose the roof with its attic 
floor dormers presenting decorated gables. There were numerous tall, chimney stacks 
rising above the ridge lines with paired, and quadrupled, but visibly separated, flues.  

  The building was an example of the revived French renaissance style and 
interestingly is earlier than its well-known and surviving London counterpart, 
William Henry Crossland’s Founder’s Building for Royal Holloway College built 
1874-1881. 

Building history: The first tender advertisement was for the north wing, the next for a 
wing and the third for a ‘portion’. In 1869 H.F. Hardy advertised for tenders for 
‘certain additions, alterations, and repairs’.387 

  The building was later known as Talboys Home and was then taken over by the 
Otago Hospital Board and renamed Parkside Hospital, suffering various indignities 
along the way. 

Notes: 1. This demolition was a serious loss.  
2. The building, as Lawson originally conceived it, is depicted in George O’Brien’s 

painting Designs of R. A. Lawson… to the right of First Church’s tower at the third 
floor level. 

228. Name/location/address: Young Men’s Christian Association, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/5/1863 p.3c. 

                                                
386 Lawson’s intention can be seen in George O’Brien’s painting Designs of R.A. 
Lawson… late 1860s, now in the OSM and also in a woodcut reproduced in Knight 
1985(b), p.134. Its appearance as built can be seen in photographs reproduced in 
Knight, 1985(b) pp.29&135. 
387 ODT 9/12/1869 p.3c. 
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Built for: Young Men’s Christian Association. 
Description: ‘Reading room &c.’  
Notes: Superseded by another building also designed by Lawson, in 1880. 

229. Name/location/address: St George’s Hall, upper Stuart Street, Dunedin. (On the south 
side in the block between the Octagon and Moray Place.) 

Extant: No. Destroyed by fire 1908.388 
Built: 1865. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/4/1865 p.6c. 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: A fairly plain wooden hall with a pitched roof, with a gable end facing the 

street.  
Notes: 1. There is a photograph of it in 1870 reproduced in Ledgerwood, 2008, p.74 and 

another in 1872 reproduced op. cit. p.86.  
2.This is another building long unknown to have been designed by Lawson. His 

authorship was discovered by Mr Ledgerwood in August 2010. 

230. Name/location/address: Masonic Hall, Itchen Street, Oamaru, Waitaki District. 
Extant: Yes. 
Owner: East wing, Oamaru Repertory Society. 
Built: 1866-1868.389 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement North Otago Times 

12/10/1866 p.3. 
Built for: Oamaru Masonic Lodge.390 
Cost: When the Masons advertised for architects they said the cost of the hall was not to 

exceed £1,450 and the winning architect’s premium would be £20.391 
Materials: Oamaru limestone for the upper parts; originally a slate roof? 
Description: A two storey palazzo with massive, rusticated pilasters at ground floor level. 

The first floor is more simply treated but doesn’t feel inadequate to the ground floor’s 
weight. Symmetrically composed with a central pediment the street elevation is an 
interestingly original design. Giulio Romano’s Palazzo del Te has been suggested as 
part of its inspiration. 

Building history: The foundation stone was laid in early December 1866.392 The Masonic 
Hall was the west portion of the present building and constructed first and opened in 
1867. It was intended it should be combined in a single structure with the Star and 
Garter Hotel - the east portion – which was then built and opened in 1868. In 1876 the 
Masonic Hall was converted to bedrooms. The building was gutted by fire 14/2/1915. 
It stood unoccupied for a while but was then used partly by the Returned Servicemen’s 
Association and partly by the Regimental Band as the Lyric Hall. The east wing is now 
owned by the Oamaru Repertory Society and houses a theatre complex.393 

                                                
388 ODT 2/12/1908 p.5. At the time it was Robin and Co’s carriage factory. 
389 ODT 4/12/1866 p.1c. A special notice advertising the sailing of the Geelong indicates 
the foundation stone of the Masonic Hall was about to be laid. NZHPT citation, register 
no 3219 states the first half of the present building was constructed as a combined hotel 
and Masonic hall and was opened 16/5/1867. This seems unlikely because tenders were 
being called for the Star & Garter Hotel after this date. Presumably that was the west 
portion of the building opened the following year 11/7/1868. 
390 ODT 24/8/1866 p.6f. 
391 ODT 24/8/1866 p.6f. 
392 ODT 4/12/1866 p.1. 
393 NZHPT citation, register no. 3219. 
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State of preservation: Has been significantly modified inside since it was built. 
Notes: 1. NZHPT category 1 historic place, reg. no. 3219.  
2. The building appears in George O’Brien’s painting Designs of R.A. Lawson… at far 

right above the two bottom most houses and below the two uppermost structures. 

231. Name/location/address: Wardens’ Court, corner of Colonsay and Peels Streets, 
Lawrence, Clutha District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/4/1867 p.2a. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: A single storey Italianate building with a T plan the stem of the T is a 

forward reach terminating in a porch. There are rusticated pilasters. Considering it is 
not a very large building it succeeds in achieving a suitable dignity with limited 
means. 

State of preservation: Good. It has recently been sympathetically restored by its present 
owners. 

Notes: 1. This appears in George O’Brien’s painting Designs of R.A. Lawson… the 
uppermost building at extreme middle left. 

2. When David Ross’s later court house was built in Lawrence the Wardens’ Court 
moved there and this became the Post Office. 

3. The building ceased to be a Post Office and passed into private ownership. 
4. Registered as a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2244 

232. Name/location/address: Town Hall, Lawrence, Clutha District. 
Extant: The ground floor only. 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 13/11/1873 p.1d, 

20/1/1874 p.3f. Article Tuapeka Times 12/6/1875 p.2. 
Built for: Lawrence Borough. 
Builder: Messrs Mears and Whittet under the supervision of Mr W. H. Smith, 
Lawson’s nominee.394 
State of preservation: Poor. The first floor was removed years ago and while the ground 

floor is now being repaired and renovated it scarcely resembles what it was when it 
was built. 

Notes: 1. Both tender advertisements are for the erection of a Town Hall, the first placed 
by Lawson, the second by the Town Clerk naming him as the architect.  

2. The Tuapeka Times article gives a detailed description. 

233. Name/location/address: Otago Harbour Board Chambers, on Cumberland Street, 
between Rattray and Jetty Streets, Dunedin. 

Extant: No. Demolished 1885. 
Built: 1877. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 10/3/1877 p.1g, article 

OW 24/3/1877 p.4 and article when completed ODT 13/10/1877 p.3a. 
Built for: Otago Harbour Board. 
Builder: Mr Peter Gunn. Ornamental iron railing supplied by Messrs Kincaid and 

McQueen.395 
Cost: ‘Over £2,300.’396 
                                                
394 Tuapeka Times 12/6/1875 p.2. 
395ODT 24/10/1877 p.3b. 
396 ODT 24/10/1877 p.3b. 
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Materials: Foundations stone on a concrete bed; upper parts brick rendered in cement; the 
roof flat iron and ‘colonial slate’.397 

Description: Two storeyed office building with a partly flat roof with iron railing, a 
platform to be used as a lookout. It was described on completion as ‘in the Italian 
style’ and ‘an ornament to the city’.398 A photograph taken in 1879 shows its main 
compartment was plainly treated though with bolstering. It had a pronounced corbel 
table surmounted by a low, blind parapet. There was a forward reach to the east with 
faux quoining.399 It is these features which doubtless led to the building’s being 
described as Italian. It was essentially Palladian. 

Building history: It was stated in public in July of 1880 that the building had sunk six 
inches.400 The government proposed taking it over, apparently for railway purposes, 
which would involve ‘opening up Cumberland street’, and said it would take 
possession on the 2nd of November 1880.401 By the 11th of December that had been 
done and it seems the building was being used, or was going to be used, as offices for 
the railway. A Dunedin delegation, led by Mr H.S. Fish, opposed this and called for 
the building’s removal, an aspiration regarded at the time as a ‘forlorn hope’.402 
However in September 1883 a new building housing the head office of the Union 
Steam Shipping Company was completed nearby on the site bounded by Vogel, 
Water and Cumberland Streets to the north and west of the former Harbour Board 
offices.403 The company now asked the city council to remove the latter since it stood 
in Cumberland Street, inconvenienced the company and shaded its building.404 And 
this proved successful. In March of 1885 McLandress and Hepburn advertised for 
tenders to remove the former Harbour Board Chambers.405 

Notes: 1. This building has been missing in action for a long time. A.H. McLintock’s 
extensive 1951 history of the board makes no mention of it. In 1982 the then general 
manager R.F. de Latour said ‘the board’s office seems to be lost in the mists of 
obscurity.’406 The board’s last historian, Gavin McLean, was unaware of this 
building’s ever having existed. In 1985 he wrote ‘Until recently none of the board’s 
buildings have [sic] been noted for their architectural flair or style.’407 The Otago 
Daily Times’ 1877 prediction that the building ‘will for a long time to come remain 
one of the most noticeable structures in Dunedin’ proved to be spectacularly wrong.408 

2. It seems the harbour board rented premises for a time after it vacated the building in 
1880.409 It had constructed its second offices, the structure which is now 43 Jetty 
Street, by 1885.410 

                                                
397 OW 24/3/1877 p.4. 
398 ODT 13/10/1877 p.3a. 
399 C. 011980 Te Papa. 
400 By H.S. Fish, reported OW 24/7/1880 p.22. 
401 ODT 13/8/1880 p.5c. 
402 ODT 11/12/1880 p.2e. 
403 Hocken, 1898 p.329. 
404 ODT 4/12/1883 p.3b. 
405 ODT 12/3/1885 p.4a. 
406 ODT 14/5/1982. 
407 McLean, 1985, p.219. 
408 ODT 13/10/1877 p.3a. 
409 ODT 13/8/1880 p.5c. 
410 The city council’s valuation books show the section numbered and the site occupied 
by the harbour board offices for this year but those before that show the site 
unnumbered and apparently unoccupied. Significantly the books are annotated ‘Otago 
Harbour Board offices No. II’ and ‘Otago Harbour Board offices No 2’ a fairly clear 
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234. Name/location/address: Municipal Chambers, the Octagon, Dunedin. 
Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Dunedin City Council. 
Built: 1878-1880. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Formal appointment ODT 12/9/1877 p.3c; tender 

advertisements ODT 18/1/1878 p.3e; 22/8/1879 p.4c; 1/3/1880 p.1h; 10/6/1880 
p.4c.411 Also surviving drawings, signed by Lawson in the Dunedin city archives.412 

Built for: The Dunedin City Corporation. 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia for the ground floor; Oamaru limestone for the parts 

above; slate roofs.  
Description: A large, three storeyed municipal office building with a clock tower. The 

inspiration is Michaelangelo’s Senate House on the Campidoglio in Rome but this 
has north European features: the mansard roofed corner turrets and the very high 
tower. The front elevation forms a triangle, as the architect’s First Church, East 
Taieri Church, Larnach Castle, Otago Boys High School and 15 Scotland Street also 
do. There are Corinthian pilasters and a pronounced corbel table but the rubble 
stonework of the ground floor is perhaps the most satisfying feature.  

Building history: Constructed 1878-1880 as the first part of a municipal complex which 
would include a town hall. Added to in 1930 when a smaller and a larger auditorium 
were built behind it. The clock tower was reduced in 1964 but the upper part was 
replaced with a replica in 1989 as part of a general refurbishment. The council 
chamber on the top floor was then enlarged, although in keeping with its original 
dressing. 

Condition: Good.  
State of preservation: Reasonable to good. 
Notes: 1. A competition was held and T.B. Cameron was the winner, Lawson’s design 

being placed second.413 However when the plans were costed it was found none 
could be built to the budget. The city council’s building committee had liked 
Lawson’s façade so after modifying the specifications to reduce the building’s size 
and cost it recommended he be given the job which the council accepted.414  

2. It has been said the tower is modelled on Cuthbert Brodrick’s for the town hall at 
Hull.415 That was built in 1863 and the first two floors of Lawson’s tower above the 
parapet, including the second housing the clock faces, are indeed like Brodrick’s, 
down to details. However above that the two towers differ markedly. Brodrick’s has 
a two stage, open, circular cupola while Lawson’s has a square, open belfry 
surmounted by a mansard roof. In other respects while the two buildings’ principal 
elevations have some overall similarities of planning they are not much alike. 
Notably Brodrick’s doesn’t evoke Michaelangelo’s for the Senate House. 

3. Registered as a category 1 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2197. 

                                                                                                                                          
indication this is the second building to serve that purpose. (Email, Alison Breese, 
Dunedin City Archives/Peter Entwisle 11/5/2010.) A photograph in the Hocken shows 
this building, or the upper parts of it, and has been securely dated to October 1885. 
(MS-2248/34, HC.) 
411 22/8/1879 p.4c is for the supply and fixing of telephonic bell communication; 
1/3/1880 p.1h is for laying linoleum and carpet; 10/6/1880 p.4c is for window blinds. 
412 E.g. no 737 637 a cross section inscribed by Lawson and signed by him dated 
5/3/1878, reproduced on the back cover of Trotter, 1994. 
413 North Otago Times 3/8/1877 p.2. 
414 ODT 12/9/1877 p.3c. 
415 Dictionary of Scottish Architects, website: http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk. 
Accessed 31/5/10. 
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235. Name/location/address: Fire Brigade Station, Harrop Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. Demolished 1964. 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 14/3/1878 p.3g, 

10/3/1879 p.3h. 
Built for: The Dunedin City Corporation.  
Materials: Stone foundations and walls; a slate roof. 
Description: A small pair of buildings flanking - and the larger one facing - the intended 

northward extension of the municipal offices where the town hall proper is now. The 
present Harrop Street lies between the sites, the Fire Brigade buildings occupying the 
present car park below St Paul’s cathedral. The larger was two storeyed with a wide 
central entrance at ground level for the horse-drawn appliances, and offices or 
accommodation above, and a recessed wing to the south. The smaller structure, set at 
an angle to it further south, was the stable, a lower, two storeyed building, the upper 
floor markedly low. The ground floors of both buildings were rusticated, the upper 
ones ashlar-finished, relieved with understated string courses and arch topped 
windows.416 The larger building had a prominent corbel table and its principal 
forward reach was topped by an ornamented balustrade. The stable had a central 
pediment. The whole effect was of a modest but interestingly finished small cluster 
of palazzi.  

Notes: 1. This was conceived as part of the same project as the Municipal Chambers 
above. The first contract for that was described as ‘Block No 1 Municipal 
Corporation Offices’ the first for this as ‘Block No 2’.417  

2. The second contract for this was for building a retaining wall ‘near new Fire Brigade 
Premises’ perhaps the surviving bluestone wall at the entrance to Harrop Street 
below the cathedral.418 

236. Name/location/address: Seacliff Temporary Asylum, Warrington, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1878-1879. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 15/10/1878 p.1h, 

26/3/1879 p.3g. 
Built for: The New Zealand Government. 
Builder: William Mill of Waikouaiti.419 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: Temporary accommodation to house sixty male patients and their 

attendants before the construction of the new hospital. 
Building history: There were difficulties with the site slumping at an early stage. 

Nevertheless the building served to accommodate patients throughout the life of the 
main hospital and still survived in 1988.420 

Notes: The second tender was for the chimneys. 

237. Name/location/address: Seacliff Asylum, 22, 36 Russell Road, Seacliff, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. Finally demolished 1957. 
Built: 1879 -1884.421 

                                                
416 Knight, 1985(b), p.21 reproduces a photograph giving a clear impression of the stone 
work. 
417 ODT 18/1/1878 p.3e; 14/3/1878 p.3g. 
418 ODT 10/3/1879 p.3h. 
419 Tod, 1970, p.18. 
420 Tod, 1970, p.18; Knight & Wales, 1988, p.147. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 7/7/1879 p.4c; article 
reporting commission of enquiry ODT 16/2/1888 pp.2hi, 3a.422 Also signed drawings 
JSHC. 

Built for: The New Zealand Government. 
Builder: Contractor Mr Gore of Dunedin.423 Clerk of Works Mr Alfred Brindley.424 
Cost: Lawson’s commission £4,185.425 £78,000 to construct. Perhaps over £100,000 

altogether.426  
Materials: Unreinforced concrete foundations;427 brick rendered in cement for the upper 

parts; Oamaru limestone trims; slate roofs.428 
Description: A large, specialist hospital in a Scottish baronial style with a central block 

including a clock tower. The tower has some similarities with A. W. N. Pugin’s 
originally intended one for Scarisbrick Hall, although the crowsfoot gables, corner 
turrets, crenellations and heavy corbelling make it Scotch baronial while Scarisbrick is 
not. It seems its planning was informed by a very recent precedent in Norfolk in 
England. But its imposing appearance was probably influenced by David Bryce’s 
Edinburgh Infirmary, and his Fettes College, and was perhaps ultimately inspired by 
the Cour d’Honneur at the palace of Fontainebleau in France.  

It was a very large building of a broadly E shaped ground plan though with 
several subordinate ranges advancing between the principal ones. The central range 
contained a dining hall and recreation hall on different floors and was flanked by a 
clock tower. The main structure was three storeys to the eaves with attic floors above. 
When completed it was the largest building in New Zealand and it is one of Lawson’s 
most ambitious designs. The failure of its north east corner’s foundations damaged his 
reputation and led to the building’s progressive demolition. 

Building history: There were difficulties with the foundations from an early time in the 
construction. The resulting failure of part of the building led to a parliamentary 
Commission of Inquiry. The extent of Lawson’s responsibility has recently been 
carefully re-examined by Norman Ledgerwood. The tower was demolished in 1945,429 
the rest by 1957.  

Notes: 1. Apparently the organisational planning was similar to that used for the Norfolk 
County Asylum in England.430 Its adequacy for its purpose was criticised in 1886 by a 
new Inspector of Lunatic Asylums, Dr G.W. Grabham who also faulted the concept 

                                                                                                                                          
421 Work started on a ‘temporary’ asylum at Seacliff in 1878 (ODT 15/10/1878 p.1h) 
and on the new principal building in 1879. (ODT 7/7/1879 p.4c.) The final contract for 
that was completed by July 1884. (ODT 16/2/1888 p.2h.) 
422 The tender advertisement was for the new asylum, ‘Contract No 1’, placed by R.R. 
Ussher the district engineer for the Public Works Department, but indicating Lawson 
was the architect. The article details Lawson’s full responsibility for the design and 
specifications. 
423 ODT 19/3/1883 p.3a. 
424 ODT 16/2/1888 p.2h. 
425 ODT 16/2/1888 p.2h. 
426 Truby King Recreation Reserve Management Plan. Dunedin City Council Website 
for the £78,000. An ODT editorial, 30/12/1885 p.2e said ‘The present buildings have 
been erected at a cost variously estimated at from £80,000 - £100,000, for even on this 
open fact authorities do not agree.’ The larger figure probably includes expenses other 
than construction such as land acquisition or the construction of associated buildings. 
427 ODT 16/2/1888 p.2i. 
428 Tod, 1970 p.24. 
429 Tod, 1970, caption to ill. between pp. 68&69. 
430 Tod, 1970, p.24. 
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planning of other New Zealand mental hospitals.431 Lawson defended himself saying 
he had made his plans in light of ‘the most modern and approved models’ and under 
the guidance of Grabham’s predecessor.432  

2. Lawson himself described the building’s style as ‘Scotch Baronial’ – a useful insight to 
his understanding of the term.433 

3. The Norfolk County Asylum was built in 1814 and later extended. In 1876 plans 
were produced for an annexe, a separate building across the street, later called St 
Andrew’s Asylum completed in 1881. This was probably the template Lawson was 
given for his hospital’s operation. St Andrew’s treatment is plain and its 
accommodation smaller than Seacliff’s.434 Given his larger commission and perhaps 
his preferences, Lawson seems to have taken his inspiration for his building’s 
appearance and style from other things. David Bryce’s Edinburgh Infirmary has been 
pointed to and surely is a source.435 The spire of its clock tower is close to Seacliff’s, 
although its lower parts are less so. Lawson’s use of tourelles at the topmost corners 
is more like Pugin’s unrealised tower at Scarisbrick. Bryce is considered to have 
perfected the Scottish Baronial manner but also to have been early in Scotland 
reviving the French Chateau style, with Fettes College (1863-69). Like his Infirmary 
- and Seacliff - Fettes has steep roofs, towers, turrets, crenellations, marked 
corbelling and crowsfoot gables. Fettes doesn’t have rubble masonry and neither did 
Seacliff, whereas Bryce’s Infirmary does. Scottish defensive architecture of the 16th 
and early 17th centuries is an adaptation of the French so the two styles are very close 
anyway. The only specifically Scottish characteristics appear to be the use of rubble 
walling and crowsfoot gables. It seems for Lawson the presence of the latter alone, 
together with the other shared features, was enough to warrant the description 
‘Scotch baronial’. With its several long forward reaches Seacliff echoes Bryce’s 
Infirmary. But Seacliff’s gable ends are closer to Fettes. Also, Fettes and Seacliff 
both have ground floor open arcades – unlike the blind ones at Chambord, Lawson’s 
apparent inspiration for the Benevolent Institution. The Cour d’Honneur at the 
Palace of Fontainebleau doesn’t have towers, turrets and crenellations, being a later, 
more domesticated, Baroque building. But it does have an open arcade and most 
unusually for any French chateau, a clocktower. It was probably part of the 
background thinking for Bryce’s Fettes, perhaps also for his Infirmary - and 
Lawson’s Seacliff.  

4. For contemporary newspaper correspondence see ODT 26/12/1885 p.3b, 25/5/1886 
p.3de, 26/5/1886 p.4i, 27/5/1886 p.4i, 3/6/1886 p.3de, 7/6/1886 p.3d, 16/6/1886 p.5h. 
For editorial comment ODT 30/12/1885 p.2de. The Commission of Inquiry papers 
are at AJHR 1888 H7 at HC. 5. The site is registered as a category 1 historic place by 
the NZHPT reg. no. 9050. 

238. Name/location/address: Post Office, Timaru District. Also known as the Government 
Buildings. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1879. 

                                                
431 ODT 19/5/1886 p.3b. 
432 ODT 27/5/1886 p.4i. 
433 AJHR 1888 H7 p.47, HC. 
434 Evelyn Simak ‘The Norfolk Lunatic Asylum’ 
http://www.geograph.org.uk/snippet/4751 & 
http://www.neilfellowes.co.uk/UE%20WEBSITE%20GALLERIES/StAndrews 
AsylumThorpeStAndrewNorwichNorfolkUK/index2.html both accessed 30/4/2012. 
435 Prior, 1990. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 3/6/1879 p.1b. 
Built for: The New Zealand Government. 
Materials: Stone foundations? Brick rendered in cement for the upper parts? Originally 

slate roofs? 
Description: A handsome, two storey palazzo the principal elevation having a central 

clocktower rising another two storeys and then topped by an ornamented balustrade. 
That elevation has shallow forward reaches at either extremity and another at the 
centre, the base of the clock tower. Interestingly, and unusually for Lawson, instead 
of a single, central entrance there are two, each set on the inner recess where it joins 
terminating forward reaches. These are flanked by pillars and hooded with friezes but 
not pediments. The ground floor window embrasures are completely unadorned 
while the first floor ones in each of the forward reaches have pronounced architraves 
and abacus hoods supported on bold, volute consoles. There are double cornices at 
the top of the ground floor, a very pronounced one topping the first floor, and a blind 
balustrade above. There is a stylobate at ground floor level and the result is a 
vigorously modelled composition nicely contrasting exuberance and restraint. The 
modelling around the clock dial is reminiscent of Lawson’s Dunedin Municipal 
Chambers.  

Building history: At some time the tower was removed. 
State of preservation: Compromised by the removal of the tower.  
Notes: There is a Muir and Moodie photograph of the building in its glory days. 

239. Name/location/address: Dunedin YMCA’s, new rooms, Moray Place, Dunedin. 
(Opposite First Church.)436 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1880. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/3/1880 p.1g. 
Built for: Dunedin YMCA.  
Materials: Hibberd’s patent stone. 
Description: ‘New rooms.’ 
Notes: It seems clear this was a replacement of Lawson’s 1863 building for the same 

organisation. It was superceded by a later building in Moray Place nearly opposite 
the foot of View Street which has since been demolished. 

240. Name/location/address: Council Hall, Roslyn Borough, Roslyn, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1881. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 13/5/1881 p.4e. 
Built for: Roslyn Borough. 
Notes: This cannot be the ’Roslyn Hall’ Lawson extended and added to in 1873 &1874 

because this is for a new building. 

241. Name/location/address: Timaru Garrison Hall, corner of Grey and High Streets, Timaru 
District. 

Legal description: Sect 475. SO 13397. 
Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Timaru Gas Limited. 
Built: 1886.437 

                                                
436 OW 2/10/1880 p.21 gives the location and describes the building. It says it is made of 
‘Hibberd’s patent stone.’ 
437 ODT 14/8/1886 p.2g reported it was completed that day. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Articles Timaru Herald 14/8/1886 p.3de and ODT 
14/8/1886 p.2g. 

Built for: Timaru Garrison Corps. 
Builder: Contractor W. Hall Jones of Timaru; Messrs Ogilvie and Craigie for the 

ironwork.438 
Cost: ‘About £900.’439 
Materials: Concrete foundations and piers; timber intersteces; laminated timber trusses 

for the roof spans; corrugated iron roof.440  
Description: It had been intended the building should have an elaborate street front but 

this was abandoned for reasons of cost. The result was a hall, with a striking arched 
roof making the structure appear low, but very wide. The span was ‘the largest in the 
Colony’ and was ‘a segment of a circle, struck from a radius of 74 ft.’ The principal 
structure was 96ft by 95 ft and had a lean-to attached to it accommodating ‘orderly 
rooms etc.’ The main building compartment was chiefly taken up by the drill room. As 
built it had an earth floor and apparently was substantially unlined. It had laminated 
roof trusses designed to expand and contract to accommodate like movements in the 
roofing material caused by temperature variations.441  

State of preservation: Substantially intact. 
Notes: 1. Structurally this is an unusual and in New Zealand a pioneering work. Norman 

Ledgerwood has observed ‘The use of laminated timber trusses of such a large span 
and a fixing system that allowed for movement of the whole roof structure was as 
important in building structural design in New Zealand as was the introduction of 
structural concrete several years earlier.’ He points out that although it has been 
termed a ‘Nissan [sic] Hut’ it is not, that standardised military design being later and 
different. He says ‘However it came about this was a daring structure’ and observes 
Lawson was unable to use it again. 2. It would be good to know more about the 
genesis of this design, the extent to which it was Lawson’s own or some pre-existing 
military one.

                                                
438 Timaru Herald 14/8/1886 p.3de. 
439 ODT 14/8/1886 p.2g. 
440 Timaru Herald 14/8/1886 p.3de. 
441 Timaru Herald 14/8/1886 p.3de. 
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Domestic 

242. Name/location/address: Villa Residence, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1862. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/6/1862 p.6b. 

243. Name/location/address: Eight-roomed wooden cottage. 
Extant: 
Built: 1862. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/6/1862 p.3d. 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: ‘Eight-roomed wooden cottage.’ 

244. Name/location/address: Cottages for J.J. Waters M.D. 
Extant: 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 5/8/1862 p.3a. 
Description: ‘Six 4 roomed cottages.’ 

245. Name/location/address: Dwelling house near Halfway Bush, Dunedin. 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 19/3/1863 p.3c. 
Materials: ‘Chiefly of wood.’  
Description: ‘Dwelling house.’  

246. Name/location/address: Cottage in Dowling Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 10/3/1863 p.3d. 
Materials: Timber. 

247. Name/location/address: Dwelling house near Halfway Bush, Dunedin. 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 19/3/1863 p.3c. 
Materials: ‘Chiefly of wood.’  
Description: ‘Dwelling house.’  

248. Name/location/address: Thomas Dick, residence, Queen Street, Dunedin. (On the site 
of the present no. 80.) 442 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 16/4/1863 p.7c; George 

O’Brien’s painting Designs of R.A. Lawson… See note. 
Built for: Thomas Dick. 
Materials: Apparently brick rendered in cement.  
Description: A substantial two storey dwelling in a revived Netherlandish renaissance 

style. There was a central forward reach, with a Dutch gable with a portico with a 

                                                
442 Harnett’s, 1864, p.xcix shows Thomas Dick living on the west side between Park 
Street and Regent Road. The city council’s rate books show Thomas Dick owned 
sections 69-71 and that his house ‘Viewmount’ was on 69 which corresponds to the 
present street number 80. (Email Alison Breese DCA/Peter Entwisle 9/12/2011.)  
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bay window above. Behind there was a single, transverse compartment whose ends 
were similarly gabled. Its street front, on either side of the forward reach, had 
single storey verandahs surmounted by balustrades providing promenades for the 
upstairs rooms. The transverse compartment’s gable ends had bay windows at the 
ground floor and the windows above were topped with what appear to be bas 
reliefs of elaborated strap work. Above those again, in the gable peaks, were slit 
windows illuminating the attics. At least by the time of a later photograph there 
was another small, gable-roofed timber compartment behind the transverse one, no 
doubt accommodating household services. The main building had three, twin-
flued, chimney stacks, very tall in the Netherlandish manner. 1863 is fairly early 
for a Renaissance Revival house in New Zealand although William Mason’s 
Highlawn, for C.W. Richmond further along Queen Street, is another. But one 
reviving a Netherlandish manner in particular is also early in a wider context.  

Notes: 1.Thomas Dick was the Provincial Secretary at this time.  
2. David Murray found the old photograph showing a house on this part of Queen 

Street which is not there now. Its very unusual design is clearly that of the house at 
the lower right, second to the most extreme, in George O’Brien’s painting Designs 
of R.A.Lawson… 

3.The loss of this house – and also Highlawn – is truly regrettable. 

249. Name/location/address: Four roomed cottage, Maitland Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 29/8/1863 p.6d. 
Description: ‘4-roomed Cottage.’ 

250. Name/location/address: Several cottages in Royal Terrace, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 8/9/1863 p.7f. 
Built for: Wm. Fraser Esq. 

251. Name/location/address: James Barr’s residence, York Place, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1863-4. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 14/11/1863 p.6a. 
Built for: James Barr Esquire. 
Description: ‘Additions.’  
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

252. Name/location/address: Cottages, Royal Terrace, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1863-4. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 30/11/1863 p.7e. 
Description: ‘Two cottages.’ 

253. Name/location/address: Villa in Royal Terrace, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 16/1/1864 p.2f. 
Description: ‘Villa.’ 
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254. Name/location/address: Salisbury Estate, 141 Wairongoa Road, north Taieri, 
Dunedin.  

Legal description: Pt Lot 1 DP 301501 (CT 6322), Otago Land District. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1864 & 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 8/2/1864 p.7d and Reid 

& Eccles, 1939, p.77 for its completion by Lawson in September 1873. 
Built for: Donald Reid. 
Materials: Brick rendered in cement. 
Description: A substantial, two storey brick house. 
Building history: The later villa was built around the earlier, smaller house. 
State of preservation: Good. 
Notes: An NZHPT category II historic place reg. no. 2125. 

255. Name/location/address: William Purdie’s residence, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 24/2/1864 p.7e. 
Built for: William Purdie M.D. 
Description: ‘A suburban Residence.’ 

256. Name/location/address: Archibald Barr’s residence, London Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 29/7/1864 p.2f. 
Built for: Archibald Barr. 
Description: ‘Alterations and additions.’ 
Notes: As these were alterations and additions Lawson may not have been responsible 

for the building’s whole design. 

257. Name/location/address: Cottage at Port Chalmers, Dunedin. 
Extant: Possibly (see note). 
Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 23/8/1864 p.2f. 
Description: Six room cottage at Port Chalmers. 
Notes: 1. This may be the house now at 12 Constitution Street which Ian Church has 

identified as formerly Kettle’s.443 

258. Name/location/address: R.A. Lawson’s residence, Bellevue St., Roslyn, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. Demolished about 1975. 
Built: Apparently in 1864.444 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: The appearance of this building in George O’Brien’s 

Designs of R.A. Lawson… at lower centre right.445 
Built for: R.A. Lawson.  
                                                
443 Norman Ledgerwood advised me of the identification. 
444 Harnett’s, 1864, which was published in January that year gives no residential 
address for Lawson. However Harnett’s, 1865, published in January 1865 gives his 
residential address as ‘Rosslyn’. (P.cxvii.) There is no street directory for that area at 
this time but presumably it is a reference to the house Lawson is known to have 
designed himself and lived in on Bellevue Street. It is curious no tender advertisement 
for it has been identified.  
445 O’Brien’s painting is now in the OSM. 
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Materials: Brick rendered in plaster for the basement floor? Timber for the floor above. 
The main roof slate? The lantern roof flat iron? 

Description: An unusual dwelling with a principal floor set above a basement floor, the 
entrance being approached by a prominent flight of steps at the centre. It was 
rectangular in plan with a square bay projecting from its eastern elevation. The 
principal, southern elevation, had a central forward reach accommodating the main 
door. The bay to its left featured a three light window while that on the right 
consisted of an open arched verandah in front of a wall with another three light 
window. There was a low parapet at the eaves with a hipped roof visible behind it 
surmounted by a prominent central lantern. The basement had arch topped windows 
matching those of the verandah. Instead of a gothic cottage or villa this was a 
Palladian cottage which might have been absurd but instead seems charming. The 
central forward reach is not unlike the one on the 1869 15 Scotland Street house. 
The frontal arches’ timber architraves and faux keystones are like those on 9 Dundas 
Street, the 1872 house for James Whitelaw. 

Notes: The ‘Rustic Villa near Dunedin’ Lawson advertised for tenders for in 1866 
might possibly be for his own house. The description and location fit. If there were 
an existing cottage on the land the 1865 Harnett’s reference might indicate 
Lawson’s moving there before building a house of his own design (see also below). 

259. Name/location/address: Andrew Todd’s residence, east Taieri, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1864-5. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/12/1864 p.2f. 
Built for: Andrew Todd. 
Description: ‘Residence.’  

260. Name/location/address: James Shand’s residence, west Taieri, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/2/1866 p.6f. 
Built for: James Shand. 
Description: ‘Residence.’  

261. Name/location/address: A Rustic Villa, near Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: tender advertisement ODT 17/4/1866 p.6f. 
Description: ‘A Rustic Villa.’ 
Notes: One wonders if this might be for Lawson’s own house. The description 

suggests something of the sort and the location ‘near Dunedin’ would also fit 
Roslyn at the time. We saw above there is reason to think Lawson was living on 
the site by 1865. But perhaps there was an existing cottage and this is its 
replacement? 

262. Name/location/address: Cottage, George Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 17/4/1866 p.6f. 
Description: ‘Alterations and additions.’  
Notes: As this is for alterations and additions Lawson may not have been responsible 

for the building’s whole design.  
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263. Name/location/address: Six roomed residence, Cargill Street, Dunedin.  
Extant: Possibly. See note. 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/6/1866 p.1c. 
Notes: This may be the present 56 Cargill Street. That looks like a Lawson house and 

of this period. It appears clearly in a photograph dated c. 1868446 where it still lacks 
some later 19thC modifications.  

  It has shiplap weatherboards and construction detailing like 15 Scotland Street 
which was designed by Lawson and built in 1869. 56 Cargill Street had a central 
chimney stack with two flues, visibly divided above the roof ridge, a feature 
Lawson favoured. (The chimney stack was removed to roof level shortly after the 
22 February 2011 Christchurch earthquake.) It is a single storey villa looking out 
from a high point. And 56 Cargill Street has a bay window at the front with a small 
half floor above it with a window, another feature Lawson sometimes used.  

  However, Lawson also advertised for tenders to build ‘Six-roomed Dwelling-
house in Cargill street’ on the 20th of May the following year and that 
advertisement may refer to number 56 rather than this one. The two advertisements 
are very similar. What is the difference, if any, between a ‘Six-roomed Residence’, 
specified in this advertisement, and the ‘Six-roomed Dwelling-house’, of the later 
one? 

  There were a few other houses on Cargill Street which have since disappeared 
which could account for one of these advertisements. But because number 56 looks 
like a Lawson and was definitely there in the later 1860s, and because Lawson only 
advertised tenders for two houses in Cargill Street in that time, it seems clear 
number 56 is one of them. 

264. Name/location/address: Residence, York Place, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/7/1866 p.1d. 
Description: ‘Four-roomed Residence.’ 

265. Name/location/address: Residence in Roslyn Township, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 11/8/1866 p.6b. 
Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: Because these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

266. Name/location/address: Manse for St Paul’s Presbyterian church, Oamaru, Waitaki 
District. 

Extant: 
Built: 1866-1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 27/8/1866p.1f. 
Built for: St Paul’s Presbyterian congregation Oamaru. 
Cost: £523.447 
Materials: Stone? Slate roof? 

                                                
446 S07-062e HC. It seems somebody has misidentified the Street as London but it is 
definitely Cargill. 
447 Knight, 1993, p.209. 
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Description: According to Knight this was ‘almost identical’ to Lawson’s First 
Church manse in Dunedin. It had crenellations over the entrance.448 

Building history: Apparently completed in 1867 and superceded in 1871. 

267. Name/location/address: Presbyterian manse, Otepopo (Herbert), 1895 Maheno, 
Herbert Road, Herbert, Waitaki District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1866. Extended 1883. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article, North Otago Times 26/10/1866 p.2. This 

names Lawson as the architect, says the building was then under construction and 
names the builder as Mr King. 

Built for: Otepopo Presbyterian congregation. 
Materials: Limestone foundations and walls; slate roof. The 1883 extension is in 

timber. 
Description: A modest, gothic villa of one and a half storeys. The forward gable has a 

large bay window at ground floor level. 
Building history: It has been suggested the building wasn’t initially completed and 

that the 1883 timber extension reflected a lack of funds, as though the intention had 
been to complete the house in stone.449 

Notes: 1. It is depicted in George O’Brien’s painting Designs of R. A. Lawson… at the 
upper right, the second building from the extremity. 

2. Registered as a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 5250. 

268. Name/location/address: R.B. Martin’s house, near Roslyn, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 5/1/1867 p.6a. 
Built for: R.B. Martin Esq. 
Description: ‘Villa Residence near Roslyn.’ 
Notes: Fresh tenders were called for this project ODT 25/1/1867 p.7f. 

269. Name/location/address: H. J. Miller’s residence, Brook, Oamaru, Waitaki District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 25/1/1867 p.7f. 
Built for: H.J. Miller Esq. 
Materials: Stone. 

270. Name/location/address: J. P. Hepburn’s residence, Brooklands, 71 Brookland Road, 
Goodwood, Waitaki District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 25/1/1867 p.7f. 
Built for: J. P. Hepburn. 
Materials: Limestone walls; slate roof. 
Description: A modest gothic villa. Its crowsfoot gables were intended to indicate the 

Scottish Baronial in particular. 
State of preservation: Apparently reasonable. 
Notes: 1. Hepburn was Lawson’s brother-in-law.  
                                                
448 Knight, 1993, p.209. 
449 McKenzie, 1989, pp.41&42. McKenzie reproduces a photograph of the house as it 
appeared in 1988 p.41. 
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2. NZHPT historic place, category II, reg. no. 5238.  
3. The house is depicted in George O’Brien’s painting Designs of R.A. Lawson… at 

the extreme lower right. 

271. Name/location/address: Six roomed dwelling house, Cargill Street Dunedin. 
Extant: Possibly. See note. 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/5/1867 p.1b. 
Notes: 1. This may be the present 56 Cargill Street. That seems like a Lawson and is 

definitely of this period. However Lawson also advertised for tenders for a six 
roomed ‘Residence’ in Cargill Street, the year before. (ODT 20/6/1866 p.1c.) Some 
other old houses of the period have disappeared from Cargill Street which may 
account for this or the earlier advertisement. But it seems clear the present number 
56 is the building referred to by one of them.  

2. See also the entry above for the 1866 six roomed ‘Residence’. 

272. Name/location/address: H.S. Fish’s house, Stafford Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/6/1867 p.1e. 
Built for: H.S. Fish Esq. 
Materials: Stone and brick. 
Description: ‘Dwelling House.’ 

273. Name/location/address: Manse for First Church, Moray Place Dunedin. 
Extant: No. Demolished 1963. 450 
Built: 1867-1868.451 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 24/7/1867 p.3b, 

21/3/1868 p.1g. 
Built for: First Church of Otago Presbyterian congregation. 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick rendered in cement plaster for the upper walls; slate 

roof. 
Description: A Gothic villa with a principal two storeyed compartment with a 

subordinate one at right angles fronting a third of one storey, parallel with the first. 
There was a prominent bay window on the ground floor of the main elevation of the 
principal compartment. There was a multiple flue chimneystack at the centre of the 
main compartment emerging from the roof, just where the secondary compartment 
joins. Similar chimneystacks occur in other Lawson houses.  

Building history: In 1885 Lawson added a small outhouse.452 
Notes: 1. The 1868 tender was for picket fencing.  
2. It is visible in George O’Brien’s watercolour First Presbyterian Church, Dunedin… 

1868? now in the OSM. Salmond, 1983 p.32 reproduces a photograph of it, probably 
in its latter years.  

3. It also appears in O’Brien’s painting Designs of R. A. Lawson… at the immediate 
right of First Church’s tower. 

274. Name/location/address: J. Mackenzie’s Residence, Wakari, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1867. 
                                                
450 Salmond, 1983, p.32 
451 Salmond, 1983, p.32 says it was completed in December 1868. 
452 Tender advertisement ODT 11/2/1885 p.1i. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 28/9/1867 p.3c. 
Built for: J. Mackenzie Esq. 
Materials: Stone. 

275. Name/location/address: Manse for the Presbyterian church, North Taieri, Dunedin. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 25/9/1867 p.1b, 

22/11/1867 p.3a.  
Built for: North Taieri Presbyterian congregation.  
Builder: William Smith.453 
Cost: £670.454 
Materials: Timber; corrugated iron roof. 
Description: A two storey Italianate villa with a verandah across the front. It is fairly 

plain, without bays, but the verandah has some attractive pierced fretwork. There is 
a deep corbel table with timber faux corbels and the central window of the 
principal elevation’s first floor is a three-light Palladian array. It resembles ‘The 
Argoed’, 504 Queens Drive Dunedin, built about 1889, which has been attributed 
to Lawson by the comparison. ‘The Argoed’ has the later lumber weatherboarding 
while this uses the earlier shiplap, or feather-edge planking. Knight reproduces an 
old photograph of the North Taieri manse which suggests some of the verandah 
detailing at the corners resembled that still present on 385 Leith Street Dunedin, 
Lawson’s 1875 commission for Mr J. Eva. It does but North Taieri’s fretwork 
incorporates a central circlet, a motif Lawson favoured and which appears e.g. on 
his Municipal Chambers and the Malloch Store, 741 Cumberland Street, now the 
Good Earth Café. It may not be a fingerprint but is a very personal touch. Knight 
called the North Taieri manse a ‘gem’.455  

Notes: 1. The first advertisement was for tenders for building in wood or brick.  
2. The present 152 London Street Dunedin is similar but with bay windows and no 

verandah. There is no explicit record Lawson designed 152 London Street but the 
resemblance is suggestive and there is an available 1870 tender advertisement (see 
below). 

3. A short article, with a contemporary photograph appeared ODT 17/5/2012 p.2. It 
has information about the occupation and building history, including work done 
restoring the house since the present owners, Debbie and Philip Craigie moved in 
in 1988. 

276. Name/location/address: Cottage, Canongate, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 9/12/1867 p.3b. 
Description: ‘Four roomed Cottage.’ 

277. Name/location/address: A.J. Grant’s Residence, Beaumont Station, Clutha District.  
Extant: 
Built: 1868. 
                                                
453 Builder’s specification, copy in the possession of the present house owners, Mr and 
Mrs Craigie. 
454 Dodds, 1966, p.13 relying on the minutes of session 1867 and perhaps 1868. 
Dodds notes it was decided on the ‘saving of not so many pounds’ to build in timber 
rather than brick. 
455 Knight, 1993, p.201 for the quote and p.203 for the photograph. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/3/1868 p.7f. 
Built for: A.J. Grant. 
Description: ‘Residence.’  

278. Name/location/address: James Paterson’s Residence, Crichton, Tokomairiro (now 
Milton), Clutha District.  

Extant: 
Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 8/9/1868 p.1f. 
Built for: James Paterson Esq. 
Description: ‘Residence.’ 

279. Name/location/address: Residence, High Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 8/9/1868 p1f. 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: ‘Alterations.’ 
Notes: Because these are alterations Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

280. Name/location/address: J. Blakeley’s Residence, Manor Place Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 24/9/1868 p.1g. 
Built for: J. Blakeley Esq. 
Description: ‘Additions.’  
Notes: Because this is for additions Lawson may not be responsible for the building’s 

whole design. 

281. Name/location/address: A country residence. 
Extant: 
Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/11/1868 p.4b. 
Description: ‘Country Residence.’ 

282. Name/location/address: Residence, Caversham, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 19/2/1869 p.1g.  
Description: ‘Additions to Residence.’ 
Notes: As this is for additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

283. Name/location/address: Robert Watson’s Residence, Sunnyside, Roslyn, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1868-1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 22/12/1868 p.3a. 
Built for: Robert Watson. 
Description: ‘Additions.’  
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design.  
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284. Name/location/address: J.S. Webb’s Residence, Belleknowes, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 4/2/1869 p.4g. 
Built for: J.S. Webb. 
Description: ‘Additions.’  
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

285. Name/location/address: Dwelling house, Pelichet Bay, Dunedin.  
Extant: 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 9/4/1869 p.3a. 
Description: ‘Additions to a Dwelling-House.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

286. Name/location/address: Peter Engel’s Residence, 15 Scotland Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Robyn Notman. 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 23/8/1869 p.1g. 
Built for: Peter Engel. 
Materials: Bluestone for the ground floor; timber for the two upper floors; scotch iron 

roof. 
Description: A very plain three storey house with a stone ground floor and timber 

upper floors. The street elevation has a narrow, central breakfront, giving it the 
triangular composition Lawson used for the main facades of the east Taieri 
Presbyterian Church, First Church, Larnach Castle, the Municipal Chambers and 
Otago Boys High School. There is a single, central, multi-flue chimneystack. At 
the rear there is a bay window at the first floor level supported on pillars with 
pierced timber decoration in the spandrels resembling that on Lawson’s own house 
in Bellevue Crescent.  

Condition: Good.  
State of preservation: Good. 

287. Name/location/address: Presbyterian manse, Clinton, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/10/1869 p.3b. 
Built for: The Presbyterian congregation, Clinton. 
Builder: Mr James Young.456 
Cost: £507.457 

288. Name/location/address: Cottage formerly in George Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/10/1869 p.3b. 
Description: ‘Removing Cottage &c., in George-street and re-erecting same with 

small additions; also earthwork and fencing.’ 
                                                
456 ODT 7/12/1869 p.3d. 
457 ODT 7/12/1869 p.3d. 
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Notes: The building’s whole design may not be Lawson’s. 

289. Name/location/address: Double cottage, Rattray Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/10/1869 p.3b. 
Materials: Timber.  
Description: ‘Double Cottage.’ 

290. Name/location/address: Dr Reimer’s Residence, Moray Place, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869-1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/11/1869 p.3b. 
Built for: Dr Reimer. 
Materials: Brick and Stone. 
Description: ‘Residence.’ 

291. Name/location/address: Residence, Royal Terrace, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869-1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 2/12/1869 p.1c. 
Description: ‘Additions.’  
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not be responsible for the building’s 

whole design.  

292. Name/location/address: Residence, London Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869-1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 2/12/1869 p.1c.  
Description: ‘Additions.’  
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not be responsible for the building’s 

whole design. 

293. Name/location/address: Harvey Allan’s cottage, Palmerston, Waitaki District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869-1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 2/12/1869 p.1c. 
Built for: Harvey Allan Esq. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: ‘Cottage.’ 

294. Name/location/address: Residence, Heriot Row, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1869-1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 9/12/1869 p.3b. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

295. Name/location/address: House, Canongate, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1870. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 19/2/1870 p.1d. 
Description: ‘Verandah and small addition.’  
Notes: Lawson may not be responsible for the building’s whole design.  

296. Name/location/address: Residence, London Street, Dunedin.  
Extant: 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/3/1870 p.3a. 
Description: ‘Residence.’ 
Notes: The tender was for the removal of a brick building and constructing a 

residence. This might be the present 152 which has similar construction details to 
15 Scotland Street and resembles the North Taieri Manse. 

297. Name/location/address: Essequibo House, Montpellier Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. It was on the site of the later High Street School which was built in 

1887.458 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 17/3/1870 p.3f. 
Built for: The Hon. James Paterson.459 
Materials: The roof appears to have been shingled. 
Description: ‘Additions’. A single storey cottage with an attic floor above. A 

surviving photograph of the principal elevation shows a central doorway flanked 
by generous three- light windows. Above the doorway is a very large dormer 
projecting forward beyond the wall below and thus serving as a very shallow porch 
for the entrance. The large dormer is flanked by two lesser ones each centred on 
the ground floor’s three-light windows. The roof is gabled, not hipped and there 
are flanking chimneystacks on either side. The whole composition is very 
symmetrical and the central entrance with the projecting dormer above with its 
gable, seems a variation of Lawson’s triangular theme while the three-light 
windows are notable for having a wide central light and narrow flanking ones, 
another arrangement he favoured.460 

Notes: 1. The tender advertisement locates Essequibo House at High Street, probably 
because at that time Montpellier Street, which is near High Street, hadn’t been 
formed or named.  

2. The tender advertisement was for additions but the photograph leaves little doubt 
Lawson was responsible for the whole design. 

298. Name/location/address: Residence, Maori Hill, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/4/1870 p.1c. 
Description: ‘Residence.’  

299. Name/location/address: Cottage, York Place, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/6/1870 p.1g. 
                                                
458 Hutton, (ed), 2010 p.71 for the site and its relationship to the school.  
459 Paterson called his Dunedin home ‘Essequibo House’ after the Essequibo River, 
Georgetown, British Guiana, where he had been stationed. Hutton (ed), 2010, p.7. Mr 
Ledgerwood discovered this identifying information. 
460 The photo is reproduced Hutton (ed), p.71 citing HC as the source. 
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Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

300. Name/location/address: J. Douglas’s Residence, Mount Royal, Waitaki District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 22/7/1870 p.1c. 
Built for: J. Douglas Esq.  
Description: ‘Additions and alterations.’ 
Notes: As these were additions and alterations Lawson may not have been responsible 

for the building’s whole design. 

301. Name/location/address: L. Thoneman’s Residence, George Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 25/7/1870 p.3g.461 
Built for: Louis Thoneman. 
Materials: Stone and brick. 
Description: ‘Residence.’ 
Notes: Thoneman is shown as living on Regent Road in 1871, the only occupant on 

the left hand side between George and Queen Streets.462 That may have been the 
building Lawson’s advertisement refers to, although Thoneman may have owned 
land elsewhere on George Street and built a house there as a speculation, as Dr 
Borrows did on Stuart Street while living in Moray Place. In 1872 Thoneman is 
given as living at Queen Street, which is quite likely the same place as the one 
given before on Regent Road.463 Thereafter he seems to disappear from the record. 

302. Name/location/address: W. H. Teschemaker’s Residence, Taipo Hill Estate, North 
Otago, Waitaki District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: The estate of the late Hirotomo Ochi. 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 22/10/1870 p.1c. 
Built for: W. H. Teschemaker. 
Materials: Oamaru limestone; originally a slate roof? 
Description: An extensive villa the principal façade having two forward reaching 

wings at either extremity and a long verandah between. The wing at the right hand 
side is of one storey while the compartment linking the two is of one and a half 
storeys with four attic dormers above the verandah. The wing on the left hand side 
was also of one and a half storeys. Each of the flanking wings terminated in bay 
windows under gables, that on the right being single storey and having a low 
pitched roof while that on the left was of one and a half storeys and had a flat roof. 
The linking compartment had a lateral extension at the right hand side terminating 
in a gable below which was a triple window array with narrow lights flanking a 
central wider one. To the rear of the lateral extension and extending still further in 
the same direction was a single storeyed pitched roof structure which appeared as 

                                                
461 The text reads: ‘Tenders invited for the Erection of Residence in George street 
(stone and brick) for L. Thoneman, Esq. Tenders will be received by the undersigned 
up till the 20th inst. At 2:pm. R.A. Lawson, Architect. 
462 Wise’s Dunedin Directory 1871-2, Henry Wise, Dunedin, 1871 p.39. 
463 Wise’s Dunedin Directory 1872-3, Henry Wise, Dunedin, 1872, p.305. 
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almost a separate building though joined at the corner to the lateral extension. The 
wall of this apparently separate structure set at right angles to the end wall of the 
lateral extension had a similar triple window array to the one in the lateral 
extension’s gable end. The apparently separate structure’s own gable end had a 
single storeyed, flat-roofed bay window. The building had prominent quoining and 
decorations in some of the gables.464 The complex described may not have all been 
built in 1870 but is how it appeared later in the 19thC. 

Building history: A house was built on the site by Teschemaker in 1863. It is not clear 
if Lawson’s 1870 structure replaced it or added to it. The homestead became a 
Catholic girls boarding school in 1912 when presumably the building was 
modified. A chapel designed by F. W. Petre was built shortly after. Earlier a 
convent had been built to accommodate nuns of the Dominican Order who 
operated the school. The school closed in 1977 but the building continued to be 
used by the Order as a retreat until 1996. In 2000 the land and buildings were 
bought by a Japanese businessman Hirotomo Ochi and the homestead and convent 
were destroyed by fire in 2003.  

State of preservation: It has been said the house has been rebuilt since the fire but 
how much of the original fabric remains is unknown.465  

303. Name/location/address: Residence, Regent Road, Dunedin.  
Extant: 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 3/11/1870 p.1c. 
Description: ‘Residence.’ 

304. Name/location/address: Residence, Otago Peninsula, near Portobello, Dunedin. 
(Probably the villa Larnach used as a temporary home, not Larnach Castle. See 
Notes.)466 

Extant: In 1981. 
Built: 1871. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/12/1870 p.1g.  
Built for: William Larnach. 
Materials: Stone foundations, brick chimneystacks.467 Timber.  
Description: A modest single storey dwelling with four bedrooms, a central passage, a 

shallow-pitched roof, three chimneystacks and a verandah on the north west 
elevation, supported by seven pillars.468 Unusually it was of vertical plank and 
batten cladding and the front door’s upper panels were pointed arches.  

Building history: It was later moved to another site with other farm buildings where it 
still was in 1981.469 

Notes: The tender advertisement doesn’t name the client but gives the location as on 
the Peninsula near Portobello. It is for stonework foundations for a ‘Residence’ and 
says all the necessary stone is on the ground. Larnach built his grand house with 
stone from a nearby quarry and it might be thought the tender is for that. But it says 

                                                
464 This description is based on a photograph held by the North Otago Museum. 
465 Joy Monteath, article ODT 11/8/2010. 
466 Knight 1981, p.20 says Larnach paid for one piece of land on the Peninsula 
19/1/1870. 
467 ODT 15/12/1870 p.1g. 
468 Knight, 1981 p.23 gives a description and reproduces a photograph p.22. 
469 Knight, 1981, p.23 and plan, inside rear cover, no.13. 
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‘a few thousand’ bricks will be needed which seems too few. More likely this is the 
building Larnach referred to as ‘The Camp’. 

305. Name/location/address: Presbyterian manse, Palmerston, Waitaki District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1871. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 13/1/1871 p.3b. 
Built for: Palmerston Presbyterian congregation. 

306. Name/location/address: Dr Borrows’s Residence, Moray Place, Dunedin. (Now part 
occupied by Tangente café, 111 Moray Place.) 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1871. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 18/7/1871 p.1c.470 
Built for: Dr Robert Borrows. 
Materials: Bluestone foundations? Upper walls brick rendered in plaster; slate roof. 
Description: A substantial Palladian town house with a portico, two storeys high at 

the front, three at the back. This is one of Lawson’s overlooked, surviving, 
substantial commissions. There is still a masonry window hood in the west wall 
and many other interesting features – such as plasterwork quoining. It is a large 
house for the period.471 

Building history: Calvert’s 1875 woodcut shows this building very clearly. At that 
time there was no other between it and the Congregational Church on the corner of 
View Street. There is a greater gap between the house in Calvert’s picture and the 
Wesleyan Church next door on the other side than there is today. Presumably it 
was extended towards the church later. That part is in keeping with the first and 
must have been made in the 19thC. Between the first and the second world wars 
the house became the premises of Redpath’s Ltd who removed the portico, 
although keeping its pillars as interior structural elements, in a curving Art Deco, 
windowed extension to the street, serving as a shop. The building was later the 
premises of Corso and since then Tangemte café on the piano nobile, and in the old 
shop front. 

State of preservation: Compromised by the addition, but Lawson’s building is still 
mostly present.  

Notes: Another example of Lawson’s special interest in Palladio. The 1877 Otago 
Harbour Board offices are slightly smaller and also in masonry. By 1890-1891 it 
seems Borrows was dead but his widow and son were still living in the house. 472 

307. Name/location/address: Larnach Castle, 145 Camp Road, Otago Peninsula, Dunedin. 
Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Larnach Castle Limited. 
Built: 1871-1876.473  
                                                
470 The identity of the building is confirmed by Wise’s… 1880-1881 p.103 which 
shows ‘Borrows, Robert M.D.’ living in Moray Place west, just below the ‘Methodist 
Chapel’, the present Fortune Theatre, another Lawson project. 
471 Calvert’s 1875 woodcut shows it had twin gables terminating compartments facing 
the street, the right hand one with a pillared portico with three windows above, the 
central one taller. Behind these compartments there are two transverse ones, the first 
extending further to the left and the second, the rearward, extending still further in the 
same direction. An i874 photograph also shows the building clearly. (Burton Brothers, 
Dunedin 1874 Panorama 5/12/1874, 77/665 c/n E684/15A, HC.) 
472 Wise’s… 1890-1891, p.543. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 20/11/1872 p.5g, 
17/7/1873 p.1g, 24/4/1874 p.3g. Also signed drawings JSHC. 

Built for: William Larnach. 
Materials: Stone foundations; locally quarried stone, brick quoining and Oamaru 

limestone for the upper parts; slate and corrugated iron roofs. 
Description: A substantial country house set on a high ridge of the Otago Peninsula, 

in Scottish baronial style, with two storey, wrap around verandahs.  
  The description of it as Scottish baronial has been questioned. It is true it 

represents a late form of domestic gothic architecture, or an early form of domestic 
renaissance work as that appeared in Britain, and is very symmetrical. But the 
presence of a turret, crenellations, heavy corbelling, and rubble stonework, all 
characteristics of Walter Scott’s house Abbotsford which is often pointed to as the 
exemplar of the Scottish baronial style, not to mention Larnach’s ancestry, suggest 
this is how the building was intended to be read.  

  An oddity is the ironwork verandahs which have no parallel in the referenced 
British architecture. While Scottish by descent Larnach was Australian by birth and 
upbringing and the verandahs probably reflect that. (Similarly overt brick quoining 
is more common in Australia than New Zealand.)  

  The principal elevation is dominated by a central tower which stands above the 
main entrance at first floor level and is reached by a flight of stairs whose 
balustrades are ornamented with carved stone animals. The triangular composition 
of the main elevation is like Lawson’s First Church, East Taieri church, the 
Municipal Chambers and Otago Boys High School, as it is also modestly 
represented at 15 Scotland Street. 

  As Lawson completed it the floor plan is a simple rectangle to which another 
smaller one was soon added behind. This has two floors, accommodating a pastry 
kitchen and a butchery on the ground floor and a billiard room on the first.474 A 
ballroom was added later, in 1887, designed by N.Y. A. Wales, standing to one 
side of the main house as a pavilion, linked by a low corridor.475 There are the 
beginnings of a comparable development on the opposite side of the main 
structure. The resulting plan is something like an 18th century English country 
house, or one of Palladio’s, the ultimate source for this kind of planning. Lawson 
may or may not have anticipated such developments. 

  Lawson’s original house has three principal floors around a central stairwell 
with a four storey tower in front. The interiors are elaborately finished; materials 
were imported from Europe and work continued on the interior embellishment for 
years. 

  The verandahs were not at first glazed but the site’s altitude and latitude 
rendered them and the house inhospitable while left open like their Australian 
counterparts.476 However the glazing rather diminishes their elegance and the effect 
of the whole design. 

                                                                                                                                       
473 A crest on the building carries the inscription ‘erected 1871’ and the NZHPT 
citation records the foundation stone was laid in August that year. Knight, 1981, p.33 
refers to a specification for the erection of the building dated 18/11/1872 but notes 
that other specifications, e.g. for the foundations, are undated. At p.47 he gives 1876 
as the year the building was finished, according to the ‘official contract’. At p.38 he 
says the family moved into the still unfinished building in December 1874. 
474 Knight, 1981, p.77. 
475 Knight, 1981, pp.78-80 quotes a letter from Wales referring to the ballroom’s 
construction dated 13/12/1886. 
476 Knight, 1981, pp.31-32. 
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  Lawson’s 1892 Lowther Hall in Victoria is an interesting, Palladian counterpart. 
His Otago Boys High School is directly comparable in style and partly in its 
composition. 

Building history: A two storey extension was completed at the rear soon after the 
main house was built. There are associated service buildings notably stables also 
designed by Lawson with crenellations and floor paved with Marseilles cobbles, 
apparently built at the same time as the house.477 A ballroom designed by N.Y.A. 
Wales was added in 1887. 

State of preservation: Good. 
Notes: 1. This is probably Lawson’s best-known building now. While remaining the 

occasional home of Mrs Margaret Barker, the grounds and much of the house have 
been open to the public since before she and her husband bought it in 1967. 

2. In the 20thC a rumour arose that Lawson was only the supervising architect of 
some unknown overseas designer’s work.478 While the client clearly made 
significant contributions to the result the evidence is overwhelming that Lawson 
was the only architect. There are plans and drawings signed by him. He placed the 
tender advertisements. There is no suggestion in contemporary newspaper reports 
that any other architect was involved. Moreover, as noted above, Larnach Castle 
has a number of features, essential to its design, which are shared by other Lawson 
buildings. 

3. In JSHC there is a plan and elevation of the main façade of a castle-like house. Mr 
Ledgerwood has suggested this may be the origin of the idea of an imported 
design, modified by Larnach. Instead he views the drawings as Lawson’s own 
starting point for the final design and I concur. Given that is so we can see how the 
design evolved and it tends to confirm what I have long supposed, that the 
verandahs were Larnach’s contribution. The elevation shows a symmetrical façade 
with a central tower with a ground floor entrance and no steps. The tower is 
flanked by bays and then forward reaches terminating in ground floor bay 
windows. There are corbels and crenellations but no verandahs. The tower has a 
turret, as Larnach Castle does, but the turret is on the left rear corner rather than the 
right. This design is even more like Otago Boys High School than what was built. 
In my view it is also more attractive, if also much less unusual, indeed distinctly 
colonial.  

4. The tender advertisement ODT 20/11/1872 p. 5g was for ‘Labour only – for Mason, 
Joiner, Slater, Plumber, Painter, and Glazier Works’. That of ODT 17/7/1873 p.1g 
was ‘for internal woodwork and finishing (labour only)’. The one ODT 24/4/1874 
p.3g was for ‘Plaster Works’. 

5. The building is regularly advertised as New Zealand’s only castle. It isn’t in any 
substantial sense of the term. In its original meaning a ‘castle’ was a type of 
stronghold, or fortified defence work, built in the middle ages and outdated by 
advances in offensive technology in the 17thC. Such structures didn’t have large 
open windows. The term was later used for buildings which do, on the sites of 
former castles. William Larnach’s house is neither. 

6. The house is an NZHPT category 1 historic place reg. no. 2190. The stables are 
listed separately as a category 1 historic place reg. no. 2191. 

                                                
477 Knight, 1981, p.107. 
478 Prior held this view, the reason he didn’t discuss the building. Snedden, 1997, p.78 
says the plans ‘originated in England and with modifications stipulated by Larnach 
were drawn up by R.A. Lawson’. 
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308. Name/location/address: James Smith’s Residence, Greenfield Station, near Lawrence, 
Clutha District. 

Extant: 
Built: 1871. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/8/1871 p.1c. 
Built for: James Smith Esq. 
Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

309. Name/location/address: Residence in Melrose, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1871. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/10/1871 p.1c. 
Materials: Timber.  
Description: ‘Four-roomed residence’. 

310. Name/location/address: ‘Fairy Knowe’ James Smith’s residence, 29 Spencer Street, 
Andersons Bay, Dunedin. (Later Edgeley, later still Wesley Manor, now Edgeley 
Bed & Breakfast.) 

Extant: Yes. 
Owners: Janet & Alan Parker 
Built: 1872. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 13/1/1872 p.3e. 
Built for: James Smith. 
Materials: Stone foundations? Timber for the upper parts; originally a slate roof? 
Description: ‘Additions and Alterations.’ A large, two storeyed addition to an existing 

lower, two storeyed masonry farmhouse. The principal elevation has two gables 
and single storey flat roofed bays at ground floor level. There is a central entrance 
with a porch. The windows are set very low to the ground. 

Building history: At the time of construction part of the pre-existing building was 
demolished, at the point where this joins it at the left of the principal elevation. 
There have been many changes since. 

Occupation history: The pre-existing house was owned and occupied by a Mr Todd, 
was later owned by Mr A.W. Morris and a Mr Dodds lived there. The property was 
then acquired by James Smith, a lawyer who built the addition. It was later let to 
various tenants including Messrs Low and Hazlett. A Mr. W. Emery bought it and 
re-named it Edgeley.479 This was in 1897 and Emery was the managing director of 
Inglis and Co. In 1928 it was bought by the Paterson family of Paterson & Barr and 
N & E S Paterson who apparently lived there. The Methodist Mission bought it in 
1953, re-named it Wesley Manor and made it into a men’s rest home. It later 
served other purposes including accommodating Kampuchean orphans. It was 
bought from the Methodist Mission by John and Angela Ware who had it for at 
least 18 years.480 The present owners have had it since about 2010.481 

State of preservation: Compromised. The exterior has been roughcast and numerous  
wooden sash windows have been replaced with metal frame ones. There have been  
numerous changes to the interior but a number of original features survive. 

                                                
479 Duckworth, 1982, p.27. 
480 Anonymous information sheet ‘Brief History of Wesley Manor (previously known 
as Edgeley)’PEA. 
481 Personal communication, Janet & Alan Parker to the compiler 17/7/2012. 
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Notes: As these were additions and alterations Lawson may not have been responsible 
for the earlier building’s design. 

311. Name/location/address: James Smith’s, Residence, Greenfield, Tuapeka, Clutha 
District. 

Extant: 
Built: 1872. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/1/1872 p.4c. 
Built for: James Smith. 
Description: ‘Additions and alterations.’ 
Notes: As these were additions and alterations Lawson may not have been responsible 

for the building’s whole design. 

312. Name/location/address: Villa residence off Queen Street, Dunedin. (9 Dundas 
Street.)482 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Jindra Tichy. 
Built: 1872. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 19/2/1872 p.1d. 
Built for: James Whitelaw. 
Materials: Bluestone for the basement floor; the upper floors in timber; slate roof. 
Description: A substantial villa in a prominent position it has the same floor plan as 

the First Church manse – with the same central, multi-flue chimney stack – and 
like 15 Scotland Street employs shiplap weatherboarding above a stone basement 
floor. However its arch topped windows with their faux timber keystones, pilasters 
hoods and decorative fascias, give it an Italianate feeling. An unusual and 
interesting building. 

Condition: Fair. 
State of preservation: Has had features removed and some minor additions. There 

have been periods of neglect. But much is original and the structure still reads 
essentially as it did when it was built.  

Notes: Lawson’s own house, depicted in George O’Brien’s large painting Designs of 
R.A. Lawson, late 1860s, (now in the OSM) has similar faux keystones in timber 
above its frontal arches. 

313. Name/location/address: Cottage, Wakari, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1872. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/3/1872 p.3f. 
Description: ‘Small cottage’. 

314. Name/location/address: Residence, Cargill Street, Dunedin.  
Extant: 
Built: 1872. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/4/1872 p.5f. 
Description: ‘Additions.’  
                                                
482 The title deeds show the land 9 Dundas Street occupies was bought by James 
Whitelaw 6/2/1872. Lawson’s tender advertisement appeared eleven days later. 
Wise’s… directories show no-one living on the site in 1872 but Whitelaw living 
below it on George Street. By 1875 he was living at Dundas Street. (1871-2 
pp.12&138; 1875-76 p.16.) John Timmins’ index of ODT tender advertisements has 
no other for a dwelling which could be the house now on the site built in that time. 
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Notes: This might or might not be for one of Lawson’s Cargill Street houses above.  

315. Name/location/address: J.W. Murdoch’s Residence, Pleasant Valley, Waitaki District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1872. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 22/4/1872 p.3g. 
Built for: J.W. Murdoch Esq., R.M.  

316. Name/location/address: Residence in Melrose Township, Dunedin.  
Extant: 
Built: 1872. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/9/1872 p.3g. 
Materials: Stone. 
Description: ‘Two storey Stone Residence.’  

317. Name/location/address: Residence, Maitland Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/1/1873 p.3e. 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: ‘Additions and Alterations.’ 
Notes: As these are additions and alterations Lawson may not have been responsible 

for the building’s whole design. 

318. Name/location/address: Dr J.T. Deck’s residence, Moray Place, Dunedin.  
Extant: May not have been realised. See note. 
Built: ? See note. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 29/5/1873 p.3d. 
Built for: Dr J.T. Deck.483 
Description: Residence. 
Notes: This may never have been built. The Dunedin City Council’s 1873 and 1874 

rate books are lost but their 1875 ones show no freeholder or leaseholder ‘Deck’ 
anywhere on Moray Place.484 Dr Deck might have built the house and sold it very 
soon after but he is elusive in the contemporary directories. He does appear in 
Wise’s 1880-1 in the Medical section where he is given as ‘Deck, John Field 
M.R.C.S. & P. Lond 1862 M.D. St And.’ But exceptionally he is given no 
address.485 (The second initial ‘T’ of the tender advertisement is presumably a 
misreading of the advertiser’s handwritten ’F’.) 

319. Name/location/address: Cottage for James Mollison, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 3/9/1873 p.3g. 
Built for: James Mollison Esq. 
Description: ‘Four roomed Cottage.’ 

320. Name/location/address: J. & J. Curle’s cottages, St Andrew Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 

                                                
483 ODT 29/5/1873 p.3d. 
484 Emails, Alison Breese, Dunedin City Archivist/Peter Entwisle 30/9/2011; Chris 
Scott, Assistant Dunedin City Archivist/Peter Entwisle 14/10/2011. 
485 Wise’s 1880-1, p.841. 
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Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 15/10/1873 p.3d, ES 

15/10/1873 p.1b. 
Built for: J. & J. Curle.  
Description: ‘Removal and re-erection of four cottages.’ 
Notes: Lawson may not have been responsible for the original design. 

321. Name/location/address: Residence, Heriot Row, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 1/11/1873 p.4f. 
Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

322. Name/location/address: J.L. Butterworth’s Residence, Heriot Row, Dunedin.  
Extant: 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 10/11/1873 p.1d. 
Built for: J.L. Butterworth. 
Materials: Stone and brick. 
Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

323. Name/location/address: John Reith’s Residence, Smith Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 25/11/1873 p.1d. 
Built for: John Reith. 
Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

324. Name/location/address: Teacher’s residence, Purakaunui, Dunedin.  
Extant: No. 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *A. Tender advertisement ODT 13/12/1873p.3f.  
Built for: Otago Provincial Council. 
Description: ‘Teacher’s Residence.’ 
Notes: The tender advertisement was placed by an education committee clerk and 

doesn’t name Lawson. It referred to the ‘Erection of a School House and Teacher’s 
Residence at Purakanui’. Lawson designed other such school houses and the 
surviving Purakaunui one’s Palladian window array suggests he was responsible. 
As tenders were called in one advertisement for both projects he would have 
designed the teacher’s house too. 

325. Name/location/address: Cottage at Mornington, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 30/1/1874 p.3c. 
Materials: Wood. 
Description: ‘Five roomed cottage of wood at Mornington’. 
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326. Name/location/address: J. McHerron’s Residence, Shrigley Bank. 
Extant: 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 30/3/1874 p.3h. 
Built for: J. McHerron. 
Materials: Stone. 
Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

327. Name/location/address: D.F. Main’s stable, 12 Dundas Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. 
Built: 1874? See note. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 30/3/1874p.3h. 
Built for: D.F. Main Esq. 
Description: ‘Stabling and outhouses.’ 
Notes: 1.This was a domestic, not a commercial stable.  
2. The city’s ratebooks from a time in the 1860s until 1875 are missing or destroyed. 

The 1875 ratebook shows David Forsyth Main owned the parcel of land where the 
present 12 Dundas Street stands, that there was a house there and Main was the 
occupier. The 1877 ratebook shows a stable was a feature of the property.486 From 
this one might suppose that more than two years passed after Lawson advertised 
for tenders before the stable was built. On the other hand it may only reflect 
tardiness in the city’s record keeping.  

3. The stable is no longer on the land but the house at number 12 is old and looks like 
a Lawson of this period. It is a two storey timber villa with two single storey bays 
at the front and a slate roof. Its cladding is lumber at the front and shiplap at the 
sides and the back, which has been replaced in some of the upper parts of the walls. 
It has deep eaves with brackets which seem like somewhat lesser versions of those 
on the Keith Ramsay house (see below). 

328. Name/location/address: House, Royal Terrace, Dunedin.  
Extant: 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 16/4/1874 p.3h. 
Description: Residence of sixteen rooms. 
Notes: This must be a different building from the Keith Ramsay house, now no. 34. 

The tender advertisement for that mentions it’s for Ramsay and describes it as a 
‘residence’. This one doesn’t say who it’s for and describes it as a ‘RESIDENCE 
of sixteen rooms, in Royal Terrace’. 487 

329. Name/location/address: Addition to a Residence in Cargill Street, Dunedin. (Probably 
the present 96.)488 

                                                
486 Email, Chris Scott DCArchives/Peter Entwisle 21/10/11. 
487 The quote from ODT 16/4/1874 p.3h. There were advertisements for the Keith 
Ramsay house ODT 21/9/1874 p.3f & 30/9/1874 p.5d, the second being the closing 
one. 
488 The reasons for thinking this are: 1. Photographic and title evidence shows a house 
at 96 was constructed at this time and there are no other tender advertisements in the 
period, in the ODT or the ES, explicitly for building a dwelling in Cargill Street. 
Furthermore all the tender advertisements for dwellings which are not site specific are 
for buildings too small to be what was constructed at 96. We may thus be fairly sure 
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Extant: No. Replaced in 1923.489 
Owners: Of the house added to: Peter Entwisle and Margaret Davidson. 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *I. Tender advertisement ODT 16/4/1874 p.3h. 
Built for: David Turner. 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: ‘ADDITIONS (wood) to RESIDENCE in Cargill street’.490 The upper 

floor of a house whose ground floor is bluestone. The ground floor is oblong and 
then had a small extension on the west flank in other materials. The upper floor 
appears to exactly match the bluestone part of the ground floor in plan. It had a 
central chimneystack and a shallow pitched roof with a triangular gable facing 
south and a window in the wall beneath the gable.491 

Building history: The house was re-made in English cottage style in 1923 when the 
upper floor was replaced. 

Notes: It is unclear who designed the bluestone ground floor. It looks like Lawson’s 
planning but not his supervision. The advertisement which seems to refer to it is 
one asking for ‘four good rubble wallers’ which appeared ES 9/3/1874 p.1a. 
Presumably it was built using day labour with the owner managing the project. 

330. Name/location/address: Residence for Keith Ramsay, Royal Terrace, Dunedin. Now 
34 Royal Terrace, ‘Alyth’. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 21/9/1874 p.3f & 

30/9/1874 p.5d. 
Built for: Keith Ramsay. 
Materials: Stone foundations? Timber for the upper parts; corrugated iron roof. 
Description: An asymmetric, two storey colonial bay villa which could serve as a 

classic of the type. At the left of the principal elevation there is a gabled forward 
reach terminating in a two storeyed bay window. To its right there is a recessed 
lateral range fronted by a two storeyed verandah. The entrance is set at the join of 
the two compartments. The verandah has decorative fretwork and there is a dentil 
decoration at the top of the walls beneath the eaves. These are exceptionally deep 

                                                                                                                                       
that the whole of 96, as it was first built, was not the subject of any single tender 
advertisement. 2. Structures were sometimes built on a different tendering system by 
which an architect, or an owner, advertised for specific work. The original house at 96 
consisted of a bluestone ground floor and a timber upper one. There are ES tender 
advertisements for rubble wallers which could account for the construction of the 
ground floor. Lawson’s advertisement is for additions in wood so it might refer to 
adding the first floor. On the other hand it might refer to the extension of some other 
pre-existing house in Cargill Street. 3. The building constructed at 96 Cargill Street in 
1874 had a central chimney stack of the sort Lawson favoured. The resulting whole 
structure was similar to other documented projects such as 15 Scotland Street 
representing his most spare domestic style. 
489 The bluestone ground floor was not replaced. D.G. Mowat’s detailed plans for the 
replacement of the upper floor and restyling of the interior of the ground floor to 
match are with his permit application, 6712 at DCA and are dated 10/12/1923. 
490 ODT 16/4/1874 p.3h. 
491 It is visible in the Burton Brothers’ panorama taken 5 December 1874 (c/n 
E2505/15 HC.) It is at the far left above and to the right of the old St Paul’s church 
steeple. 
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and have decorative, volute corbels incorporating high relief floral motifs at the 
groynes. Behind the principal elevation there are lateral extensions. At the rear the 
main compartment extends as two separate, two storeyed rearward reaches. The 
eaves, with their decorative corbels, extend around the whole perimeter. There is a 
central roof lantern, illuminating the interior stairwell, not a common feature on 
such houses but one it seems Lawson liked. (There is a substantial one at Larnach 
Castle, a very large one on his Municipal Chambers and a prominent one on his 
own house.) The cladding is shiplap weather boarding, lumber having not yet come 
into general use. The roof was originally - and still is - corrugated iron. 

Building history: Very little modified for a long time. Substantially renovated in the 
late 20th C. 

State of preservation: The exterior is very good although the view of the main façade 
from the garden has been somewhat compromised by the extension of a terrace 
with obtrusive fencing. The interior was very well–preserved in the early 1970s. In 
the late 20thC the house was extensively and sensitively renovated outside and in. 

Notes: 1. This shows Lawson embracing a new type of house. It had precedents in 
earlier forms he used – other architects employed them too – but ‘Alyth’ is a fully 
articulated example of what is regarded as a distinctively Australasian type. (It is 
derived from United States precedents rather than British ones.) Lawson didn’t 
invent the type but this house is evidence for arguing he perfected it. Magnificently 
light and exuberant it fully realises the potential of its timber construction while 
maintaining the gravitas and dignity of a masonry building. 

2. An NZHPT category 2 historic place, reg. no. 4725. 

331. Name/location/address: Cottage, Moray Place, Dunedin. (Probably Carnegie Cottage, 
the present 197 Moray place.) 

Extant: Probably. See note. 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *I. Tender advertisement ODT 9/10/1874 p.3h. 
Materials: Stone. 
Description: ‘Four-roomed cottage (stone).’ 
Notes: This may be Carnegie Cottage the still extant former Dunedin Public Library 

bindery, 197 Moray Place. It is sited behind the row of terrace houses on Stuart 
Street which extends from just above the Octagon to Moray Place. The land it is on 
(Block XIV section 40) has a frontage on Moray Place so its address might be 
given there. It has a single storey of brick set on a massive bluestone foundation 
which doesn’t quite rise to the height of a full floor. The principal or living floor 
has an angled corner, conspicuous brackets under the eaves and prominent cement 
quoining. An intention to build this floor in stone might have been changed to 
favour brick. The December the 5th 1874 Burton Brothers Panorama shows the rear 
of a building facing Stuart Street occupying the site. The 1875 and 1876 council 
rate books appear to reflect the demolition of the Stuart Street building and the 
construction of 197. The ratepayer was John Bathgate.492 Carnegie Cottage looks 
like a Lawson. The other information shows it is possible and its timing is 
suggestive.  

332. Name/location/address: Mr C. Ziele’s Residence, Smith Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 30/4/1875 p.4d. 
                                                
492 Emails, Chris Scott, Dunedin City Archives/Peter Entwisle 17/10/201, 18/10/2011, 
19/10/2011. 
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Built for: Mr C. Ziele. 
Description: ‘Additions.’  
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

333. Name/location/address: Walter Hislop’s Residence, George Street north, Dunedin. 
(The present 859 George Street.) 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 5/8/1875 p.1h. 
Built for: Walter Hislop Esq. 
Materials: Stone foundations? Timber for the upper structure. Originally a slate roof? 
Description: ‘Residence’.493 A timber two storey villa with a central breakfront and a 

single storey verandah extending across the whole elevation. (A portion at the left 
has been glazed in.) There is faux quoining and deep eaves with prominent scroll 
brackets. The weather boarding of the street front is lumber while that on the other 
elevations was shiplap, a not uncommon feature at this time of transition in the use 
of the older to the later form of cladding. The south elevation has a single storey 
bay window. This is another variation of the type Lawson used for the North Taieri 
Manse, for Mr Eva in Leith Street and, we have supposed, for ‘The Argoed’ 504 
Queen’s Drive. (See above and below.) 

Building history: There have been alterations and additions at the back. 
State of preservation: Tired. The north elevation has been stripped of its shiplap 

which has been replaced with manufactured sheeting. 
Notes: In 1875 there were two Walter Hislops in Dunedin, one in Heriot Row, the 

other in George Street.494 (The one in Heriot Row was referred to as Junior so the 
George Street one was presumably his father.495) The Dunedin City 1862 ratebook 
shows Walter Hislop already owned section 47 on George Street and that it was 
then unoccupied. The 1875 ratebook notes that ‘the’ building on the section was 
unfinished. The 1876-7 one shows by then Hislop had three houses on the land. 496 
Section 47 is the site of the present numbers 853, 859 and 865. Number 859 is the 
largest. This will have been Hislop’s own residence while the smaller ones 
flanking it, single storey asymmetric bay villas, were perhaps investment 
properties. 

334. Name/location/address: J. Eva’s Residence, Leith Street, Dunedin. (The present 
385.)497 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: The University of Otago. 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *A. Tender advertisement ODT 25/8/1875 p.1d. 
Built for: J. Eva. 
Materials: Timber with a corrugated iron roof. 

                                                
493 ODT 5/8/1875 p.1h. 
494 Wise’s 1875-76, Dunedin, Part II D p.7. 
495 ODT 30/4/1875 p.3a ‘Fire in Heriot Row’. 
496 Emails Chris Scott, DCA/Peter Entwisle 20/10/11. 
497 The city’s valuation roll for 1876 shows J. Eva owned and occupied the land which 
is now numbers 385 and 387. (Email, Alison Breese, City Archivist/Peter Entwisle 
3/5/2010.) Eva was a manager of the Evening Star company. 
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Description: A single storey double bay villa with a peaked verandah right across the 
front. The verandah has some elegant fretwork decoration. The bays at the front are 
wide and rectangular. There is another bay on the north side wall which is 
multifaceted. Late in the 19thC or early in the 20th a substantial two storey addition 
was made behind the original house. Its treatment is not the same as Lawson’s 
original but is in character. Until fairly recently the adjacent section to the north 
was a lawn on to which Lawson’s building looked from the side. Lawson’s 
building, which is quite large, is set well back from the street. The whole effect is 
gracious, strikingly so in a part of the city where most of the housing is smaller and 
densely set.  

Building history: It has been substantially extended at the rear. 
State of preservation: The exterior at least is generally good. 
Notes: 1.The tender advertisement was for ‘additions &c’. However the whole design 

seems convincingly one of Lawson’s types, represented e.g. by his 1867 north 
Taieri manse, (see above). ‘The Argoed’, 504 Queens Drive Dunedin, built 
about1889, seems another (see below).  

2. This appears to be another building whose authorship by Lawson has been lost to 
sight. 

335. Name/location/address: Residence for Dr Borrows, Albert Street, Dunedin. (Now 325 
upper Stuart Street.)498 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Jan and Ray Snowden. 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/9/1875 p.3h. 
Built for: Dr Borrows. 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick rendered in plaster for the upper parts; slate roof. 
Description: A two storeyed Palladian villa with two bay windows on the ground 

floor at the front. There is faux quoining and a prominent corbel table with 
decorative corbels. 

State of preservation: Good. The bays have been plastered with roughcast in the 
20thC but the exterior is well preserved. 

Notes: 1.An attractive, well-preserved, substantial house.  
2. Borrows didn’t live here. Presumably it was an investment property. 

336. Name/location/address: Cottage, Forth Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/11/1875 p.1d. 
Description: ‘Addition to Cottage.’ 
Notes: As this was an addition Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

337. Name/location/address: House for George Young, Heriot Row, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1875-1876. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 30/11/1875 p.1d. 
                                                
498 A search of the street directories shows Borrows was never in residence at this 
address. The city council’s valuation rolls show he owned the site by this time, 
together with sections on London Street, and had demolished an earlier building. 
(Valuation Rolls for 1875-6, Bell Ward, Volume 84 & 1878, Bell Ward, volume 86. 
DCA.) 
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Built for: George Young Esq. 
Description: ‘Residence.’ 
Notes: The tender advertisement for this appeared only twice, ODT 30/11/1875 p.1d 

& 1/12/1875 p.1d. In the next issue and for several after another advertisement 
appeared for tenders to erect a Residence in Heriot Row but without any mention 
of George Young. I have supposed the advertisements all refer to the same project. 
Perhaps Mr Young didn’t like having his name bandied about. 

338. Name/location/address: Residence, Moray Place, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1875-1876. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 16/12/1875 p.3f. 
Materials: ‘Brick or Concrete.’ 
Description: ‘Residence.’ 

339. Name/location/address: Mrs Duthie’s residence, Tokomairiro, now Milton, Clutha 
District. 

Extant: 
Built: 1876. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/1/1876 p.1d. 
Built for: Mrs Duthie. 
Description: ‘Residence at Tokomairiro for Mrs Duthie’. 

340. Name/location/address: Eight roomed dwelling house, Cargill Street, Dunedin. 
(Probably the present 106.)499 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1876. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: * I. Tender advertisement ODT 22/8/1876 p.1d.  
Materials: Stone or brick foundations; timber for the floor above; slate roofs.  
Description: A one and a half storey bay villa with a two storey bay facing over the 

city on the outward side and a single storey bay facing the street. The basement 
floor is rendered in cement and has faux quoins. These are continued in timber on 
the floor above. The site is very steep in two directions. Where the ground falls to 
the neighbouring section, the present 96 Cargill Street, there is a massive bluestone 
retaining wall erected when the house was built.  

Building history: There have been several, crude, later additions in the 20thC. 
Condition: Tired.  
State of preservation: Compromised by ungainly additions on the face overlooking 

the city and on the uphill Cargill Street side. The street elevation’s verandah has 
been clumsily built in and there is a ramp on the east side. While the additions are 
unfortunate most of the original building remains. 

                                                
499 The house at what is now 106 Cargill St. was built in this time. A photograph taken 
5/12/1874 shows the site clearly vacant. (Burton Brothers, Panorama from the top of 
First Church, pt5 77/665 c/neg E684/15A HC, reproduced, Ledgerwood, 2008, p.47.) 
Another taken c.1880 shows the present no.106 on the site above a massive bluestone 
retaining wall, neither of which were in the earlier photograph. (Panorama of 
Dunedin c.1877 pt 2 E2688/11 HC. Despite the attributed date David Murray advises 
c.1880 is more likely.) There is one other tender advertisement in the ODT for a house 
in Cargill St., in this time, by H.F. Hardy for a ten roomed wooden dwelling. (ODT 
31/8/1877 p.3c.) But 106 doesn’t seem like a Hardy house while this shares 
characteristics with, e.g. Lawson’s 1874 villa for Keith Ramsay, 34 Royal Terrace, 
and his 1879 villa for Walter Guthrie on the Forbury Road. 
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Notes: The considerable stone work retaining the section and as a basement floor for 
the upper house is like the provision at 15 Scotland Street. A great deal of expense 
has gone into securing the land and supporting the building while much of the 
living space is provided by light and inexpensive materials. This concern with 
creating secure platforms is a recurrent theme in Lawson’s work. So are the 
house’s twin fronts. 15 Scotland Street also has a street elevation which reads as a 
face while the rear elevation, looking over the city, has a bay, with a porch 
beneath, enabling it, too, to be read as a face. With Lawson the sculptor is seldom 
far away. 

341. Name/location/address: Residence, Newington, Dunedin. (37 Newington Avenue.) 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1876.500 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/9/1876 p.1d. 
Materials: Stone foundations? Timber for the walls; slate roofs. 
Description: A two storey, asymmetric colonial bay villa, the principal bay offset to 

the left under a gable, a central bay with a flat roof and a two storeyed verandah to 
the right, the first floor with tall, pillared arches, the spandrels with pierced timber 
fretwork like that at 15 Scotland Street. 

State of preservation: From a superficial external observation, good. 
Notes: An old photograph of this building was drawn to my attention by David 

Murray. I had formerly supposed this tender advertisement referred to Marinoto 
but this seems a more likely candidate. A number of features, such as the pierced 
timber fretwork are characteristic. 

342. Name/location/address: Several cottages in Musselburgh, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1877. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/1/1877 p.1g. 
Description: ‘Several cottages’. 

343. Name/location/address: Residence, near Mornington, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1877. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 9/5/1877 p.1g. 
Materials: ‘Brick.’ 

344. Name/location/address: Residence, Forth Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1877. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: tender advertisement ODT 29/9/1877 p.1h. 
Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

345. Name/location/address: Two houses, Arthur Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1877. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 1/11/1877 p.3h. 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: ‘Two wooden houses.’ 
                                                
500 ODT 6 September 1876 p.1d; 12 December 1881 p.1f; 20 December 1883 p.1f. 
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346. Name/location/address: Residence, Moray Place, Dunedin, (the present 43 Moray 
Place, Asian Licensed Restaurant). 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1877-1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: * I. Tender advertisement ODT 30/11/1877 p.4f. 
Built for: James Winter. 
Materials: ‘Brick.’501 Brick, rendered in cement. 
Description: ‘Additions to Residence’. A forward extension to a house to make a two 

storeyed shop front with an angled corner to the adjacent passage. 
State of preservation: There are some compromising changes to the exterior but it 

essentially survives.  
Notes: 1. As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

design of the whole building.  
2. It seems likely these were alterations to James Winter’s property, the present 

number 43 Moray Place, Asian Licensed Restaurant. The 1877 rate book notes 
‘alterations going to be made’ apparently referring to the forward part, built on to 
an existing house and there are no other tender advertisements in the Otago Daily 
Times which fit such a project.502 The modifications were not as they appear now. 
An image made after 1900 but before 1908 shows the additions to have had four 
window or door embrasures along Moray Place at ground and first floor levels and 
single embrasures on both floors at the angled return. The ground floor embrasures 
were arch topped while the first floor ones had arced hoods, rising from a 
continuous horizontal cornice, supported by volute corbels.503 This is like 
Lawson’s treatment of the first floor south facing bay window of Dr Borrows’s 
house, now Tangente Café, 111 Moray Place.504 

3. Situated at the elbow of Moray Place west from Princes Street the building is 
prominent. The extensions have been modified more than once but retain their 
Victorian character. 

347. Name/location/address: House, Heriot Row, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 14/1/1878 p.3d. 
Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

348. Name/location/address: Cottage, Canongate, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 10/4/1878 p.3h. 
Description: ‘Five roomed cottage.’ 

349. Name/location/address: Residence, Wakari, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1878. 
                                                
501 ODT 30/11/1877 p.4f. 
502 DCC rate book, Block XIV, sections 30&31, assessment, 1877. 
503 Image in the compiler’s possession captioned ‘Building site in Moray Place, 
recently acquired by the Otago Early Settlers’ Association’, probably from OW. 
504 This detail has been removed but is evident in a digital image in the compiler’s 
possession derived from a photograph in the OSM. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 1/5/1878 p.3f. 
Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

350. Name/location/address: Cottage, near Macandrew Bay, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 17/5/1878 p.3g. 
Description: ‘Additions.’ 
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

351. Name/location/address: House, Warrender Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 14/9/1878 p.1c. 
Description: ‘Five-roomed House.’ 
Notes: The tender advertisement gave the location as ‘Forth place’. At the time that 

was the name of Warrender Street. 

352. Name/location/address: Stable, Royal Terrace, Dunedin. 
Extant: No, apart from some of the stonework foundations. 
Owner: St Hilda’s Collegiate School. 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/10/1878 p.3g. 
Materials: Bluestone foundations; brick rendered in cement for the upper parts; slate 

roof? 
Description: A substantial one storey structure with an arched carriage entrance at the 

centre below a prominent triangular pediment. The pediment rose above a blind 
balustrade on either side. Flanking the carriage entrance the walls were relieved 
with blind arches set between pilasters. The upper work was set on a prominent 
bluestone foundation rising directly from the footpath which served as a podium 
for the composition. That continued along the street to the right supporting a high, 
masonry garden wall scalloped to rise at the corner.505 

Notes: The tender advertisement is for ‘brick wall and concrete foundations &c., for 
Stable Buildings’ which may be for the street wall to the main building’s side. 
Nevertheless, on the strength of the photograph, one feels confident assigning the 
whole design to Lawson. 

353. Name/location/address: Dwelling house in Cargill Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1879. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/7/1879 p.1d. 
Description: ‘Removal and Re-erection of Dwelling-House’. 
Notes: It is unclear from the advertisement whether this involved removing a house 

from Cargill Street or re-erecting it there. 

354. Name/location/address: House for Walter Guthrie, corner of Valpy Street and 
Forbury Road, St Clair, Dunedin. 

                                                
505 This is based on a photograph taken at the beginning of the 20thC, album 52, p.25, 
c/n E 6660/6 HC. 
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Extant: No. 
Built: 1879. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Perspective drawing by George O’Brien.506 
Built for: Walter Guthrie.  
Materials: Timber; slate roofs. 
Description: A substantial two storeyed double bay villa. The front elevation was 

symmetrically composed with a central portico surmounted by a balustrade at first 
floor height. The north elevation had a pediment at its centre, rising above the roof 
line with a cantilevered balcony at the first floor. There was faux quoining in 
timber and prominent bracket corbels. The side balcony was supported on bold, 
serpentine brackets. The bays were angled, with dentil decoration under the eaves, 
like that on Keith Ramsay’s house at 34 Royal Terrace, and had shallow-pitched 
roofs. The portico had arched entrances, flanked by similar arches giving onto a 
porch. On the floor above, between the two projecting wings, there was a glazed 
porch also featuring arches, surmounted by circular pierced decorations. There was 
a hipped roof extension at the rear, at least on the northward side. The two 
principal chimneystacks had visible, multiple flues. A grand example of the timber, 
colonial bay villa. 

Notes: 1. Several features of this building, and of 34 Royal Terrace, are shared by 106 
Cargill Street: the angled bays with their shallow pitched roofs and the faux quoins, 
for example. They lend support to the idea that 106 Cargill Street is a modest 
design of Lawson’s in this, his colonial, bay villa style.  

2. The building was demolished about the 1960s. Parts of the bluestone and Port 
Chalmers breccia walling, and its ironwork, remain. 

355. Name/location/address: Residence in Smith Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1880. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 7/10/1880 p.1h. 
Description: ‘Additions.’  
Notes: As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 

356. Name/location/address: Dr Richardson’s house, Glen Road, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1881. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Signed specification dated 20/4/1881 ms-3821/091 

HC. 
Built for: Dr. Richardson. 
Description: A one and a half storey five roomed house. 

357. Name/location/address: Alex McGraw’s Residence, Waiwera, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1881. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 28/10/1881 p.3i. 
Built for: Alex McGraw. 

358. Name/location/address: Residence at Belleknowes, Roslyn, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
                                                
506 Now in HC. It is inscribed ‘Perspective Drawing of House Designed by R.A. 
Lawson for Walter Guthrie’ and dated 1879. Reproduced Collins & Entwisle, 1986, 
p.101, other ref. p.89. 
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Built: 1882. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 14/2/1882 p.1e. 
Description: ‘Residence.’ 

359. Name/location/address: Residence at Burke’s Township, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ES 12/6/1882 p.1f. 
Materials: ‘Wood.’ 
Description: ‘Residence.’ 

360. Name/location/address: G.E. Tennet’s residence, Mornington, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1884. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 4/12/1883 p.4e. 
Built for: G.E. Tennet Esq. 
Description: ‘Residence.’  

361. Name/location/address: Medical Superintendent’s Residence, Seacliff Asylum, 
Warrington, Dunedin. 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1884. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 18/1/1884 p.1e; 

autograph drawings JSHC. 
Built for: The New Zealand Government. 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick for the upper walls; slate roofs.507 
Description: ‘Residence.’508 A substantial three storeyed house in Lawson’s crow’s foot 

gabled Scottish Baronial style, to match the asylum. There was a tower with a turret 
roof; tall, multi-flue chimney stacks, like those at Larnach Castle and the walls were 
topped with crenellations where they were not interrupted by gables. The plan is a 
very short ‘L’ except that every facet is modulated with forward reaches or 
advancing bays, making it more like a knuckled fist. The entrance or west elevation 
shows this at work in a fine display of Lawson’s impressive command of spatial 
geometry. Every elevation is designed to be seen. Each is equally energetic. The 
whole is on a par with First Church or Knox Church as a powerful display of the 
architect transcending the role of builder to become a sculptor.509 

Notes: This is one of Lawson’s finest designs – also one of his most modern. The loss 
of the building is highly regrettable. Mr Ledgerwood rediscovered the drawings. 

362. Name/location/address: Manager’s residence Otago Acclimatisation Society, Opoho, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: 
Built: 1884. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 19/9/1884 p.4e. 
Built for: Otago Acclimatisation Society. 
Description: ‘Residence.’ 

363. Name/location/address: Residence and gateway at the grounds of the Forbury Park 
Company, Forbury, St Clair, Dunedin. 

Extant: 
                                                
507 Indicated by tinting on the drawings. 
508 ODT 18/1/1884 p.1e. 
509 This is based on the surviving drawings. 
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Built: 1884. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 20/10/1884 p.4c. 
Built for: The Forbury Park Company. 
Description: ‘Residence and Gateway.’ 

364. Name/location/address: Henry Reunert’s residence Balclutha, Clutha District. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1884. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Sheet of signed and inscribed drawings JSHC. 
Built for: Henry Reunert. 
Materials: Stone foundations? Timber for the upper work; corrugated iron roof.  
Description: A single storey, double bay, colonial villa with faux quoining, decorated 

barges, crests on the bays and finials on the gables. 
State of preservation: Apparently badly compromised. 

365. Name/location/address: W. H. Mackenzie’s residence, Kaitangata, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1887. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 5/3/1887 p.3a. 
Built for: W. H. Mackenzie Esq. 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: ‘Residence.’  

366. Name/location/address: Mr Chappell’s residence. 
Extant: 
Built: 1887. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 10/5/1887 p.3a. 
Built for: Mr Chappell. 
Description: ‘Residence.’ 

367. Name/location/address: Mr & Mrs Carlton’s house at Ratanui, near Owaka, Clutha 
District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1880s? 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *A. Material held by the Owaka Museum.510 
Built for: Mr & Mrs Carlton.511 
Description: Single storey two bay villa. 

368. Name/location/address: Dr D. Stalker’s residence, Kaitangata, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1887. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 28/10/1887 p.3a. 
Built for: Dr D. Stalker. 
Description: ‘Residence.’  

369. Name/location/address: James. Hendry’s residence, 98 Albany St., Dunedin.512 
Extant: Yes. 
Owner: David Mark Rowe, 3A Imran Terrace, Khandallah, Wellington 6035. 

                                                
510 Mr Ledgerwood has seen this and noted it names Lawson as the architect. 
511 According to Mr Ledgerwood the museum material indicates this. 
512 The tender advertisement names Hendry and says the house is in Albany Street. 
Stone’s…1889 p.1 shows Hendry living at what is now 98. 
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Built: 1888. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 16/2/1888 p.3c. 
Built for: James Hendry. 
Materials: Timber walls, corrugated iron roof.  
Description: A modest, single storey double bay villa. There is a verandah extending 

across the whole front, covering the bays, an unusual feature. The bays are three 
sided and the central window in each is taller than the flanking ones and round 
topped, which is also unusual. If the side windows were folded out the whole 
would make a Palladian array, one of Lawson’s favoured motifs. The verandah 
doubtless originally had timber fretwork which has since been replaced with 
simplified substitutes and then roughcast over. The gable barges have trifoliate, 
decorative piercings. As built it would have presented a charming and delicate, 
shaded face to the world. 

Building history: Its original wooden decoration was modernised perhaps in the 
1920s. 

State of preservation: The timber decoration has been replaced with simplified 
substitutes probably about the 1920s. The building has been heavily roughcast 
which has badly compromised its character and appearance. Regrettable as that 
may be it is a simple matter to remove it, the necessary first step to properly 
restoring the building. 

Notes: 1. This building is another whose authorship by Lawson has been lost to sight 
for a very long time.513 At the very heart of the University of Otago’s campus it is 
being used as a flat. Despite misguided attempts to modernise it it is still serving its 
original purpose as a dwelling. The building is familiar to thousands. It will 
surprise many to discover that it was designed by a distinguished architect. Set 
against Lowther Hall or Larnach Castle it usefully serves to illustrate his range. It 
is a scaled down relation of 385 Leith Street. 

2. James Hendry was a businessman in a modest way. He was a tailor, the principal of 
J. Hendry and Sons.514 

370. Name/location/address: William Wilson’s residence, Grosvenor Street, Kensington, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: No.515 
Built: 1888. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 3/3/1888 p.3e. 
Built for: William Wilson. 
Materials: Probably timber. See note. 
Description: ‘Residence.’ 
Notes: The tender advertisement is to build a residence but specifies ‘Joiner and 

Carpenter Work’. That might be for the fit-out of a masonry structure but in 
Grosvenor Street it seems more likely the whole building was timber. 

371. Name/location/address: Hugh Fraser’s residence, Green Valley, Palmerston, Waitaki 
District. 

Extant: 
Built: 1888. 

                                                
513 It was re-established 18/5/2010. 
514 Stone’s… 1889, p.1. 
515 Stone’s… 1889 p. 39 shows where Wilson lived on Grosvenor Street in the portion 
east of King Edward Road. That stretch has mostly disappeared with the construction 
of the southern motorway while the remainder is occupied by warehouses. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 12/3/1888 p.3e. 
Built for: Hugh Fraser Esq. 
Description: ‘Residence.’  

372. Name/location/address: John Hutton’s residence, Fortrose, Southland District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1888. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 22/3/1888 p.3e. 
Built for: John Hutton Esq. 
Description: ‘Residence.’  

373. Name/location/address: James Durie’s residence, Montpellier, Dunedin. Now 502 
Queens Drive.516 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1889. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Signed drawing JSHC dated 20/11/1888 which 

names Durie as the client. Tender advertisement ODT 1/12/1888 p.3d which 
mentions Montpellier but doesn’t name Durie. 

Built for: James Durie. 
Materials: Timber; iron roof. 
Description: A single storey double bay villa with a return at the left hand side 

terminating in another bay. Behind the return there was a verandah so that the side 
elevation read as an asymmetric colonial bay villa. There were extensions and 
another stand-alone service building at the rear. 

374. Name/location/address: Dr. Lamb’s residence, High Street, Dunedin. Site of the 
present 204. 

Extant: Possibly. See note. 
Built: 1889. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 14/12/1888 p.3g. 
Built for: Dr. Lamb. 
Materials: ‘Brick. 
Description: ‘Small brick additions.’ 
Notes: 1. As these were additions Lawson may not have been responsible for the 

building’s whole design. 
2. At this time Dr Lamb was at what is now 204 High Street, the premises of 

Markhams, Clarke, Craw, one address down from the corner with Clarke Street. 
Lawson himself was next door up on the corner site.517 

3. The present building on the site is an old one which has been made over. It may 
incorporate part of the structure Lawson worked on. 

375. Name/location/address: Residence, Roslyn, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1889. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/6/1889 p.3e. 
Description: ‘Residence.’  

                                                
516 Email, Alison Breese DC Archives/Peter Entwisle 25/5/2010 advised the city’s 
records show James Durie took out a lease on allotment 8 cattle market reserve, 
18/12/1888 and attached a map showing allotment 8 is now the site of 502 Queen’s 
Drive. 
517 Wise’s… 1890-1891 p.170. 



 - 133 - 

376. Name/location/address: Residence for G.A Mackisack, Montpellier, Dunedin. (Now 
504 Queens Drive, ‘The Argoed’.)518 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: 
Built: 1889? See note. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *A. See note.  
Built for: G. A. Mackisack 
Materials: Timber; slate roof.  
Description: A substantial two storeyed villa in a sylvan setting. There is a deep 

verandah extending across the face of the house, now partly glazed in, and 
surviving window pediments. 

State of preservation: There have been modifications but the building’s exterior has 
not been severely compromised. 

Notes: 1. The attribution is entirely based on style. The house resembles the north 
Taieri manse and has Lawson’s favoured serpentine corbelled pediments on the 
first floor windows of the principal façade.  

2. There is a useful article by Lois Galer, republished in 1984.519 It describes the house 
and some of its history particularly from the time it was occupied by James 
Roberts, son of Sir John Roberts, in about 1900. His wife was Welsh and the name 
was given at this time. It is the name of a village in south Wales and means a wood 
or a grove. 

3. Galer suggests the house was built in 1890, two years after Mackisack leased the 
land because at that time he raised a mortgage on the property. However Wise’s… 
1890-1891 p.180 shows a Frank J. Bodle was living on the site. Mackisack was 
living in Maitland Street and seems never to have lived in the house. The directory 
information suggests a date in 1889 is more likely. 

377. Name/location/address: Earlsbrae Hall, 29 Leslie Road, Essendon, Moonee Valley 
City, Victoria, Australia. Now Lowther Hall. 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: The Anglican church. 
Built: 1890. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Citation, Victorian Heritage Database where it is 

given to Messrs Lawson and Grey. Also illustrated perspective ABCN 20/9/1890 
p.203. 

Built for: Mr Collier McCracken. 
Materials: Stone foundations? Limestone for the upper parts? 
Description: A two storeyed Palladian palazzo designed to serve as the grand house of 

a wealthy man. It has a prostyle portico standing in front of a two storeyed, wrap 
around loggia, all supported on Corinthian columns. The loggia ends half way down 
the side walls which are continued with suitably ornamented doorways and 
windows. The building stands on a low plinth reached by shallow steps at the front. 
The roof is invisible behind a balustrade. This is a forceful yet very elegant design. It 
might be seen as a developed and very much grander version of Lawson’s own 
house in Bellevue Street, Dunedin.  

Building history: It was remodelled as a girls’ grammar school after 1918. 
State of preservation: The exterior at least seems very good. 

                                                
518 Email Alison Breese DC Archives/Peter Entwisle 25/5/2010 says the city’s records 
show G.A. Mackisack leased allotments 9 & 10 in the cattle market reserve 
8/12/1888. An attached map shows they are the site of the present 504 Queens Drive. 
519 Galer, 1984, pp.61-63. 
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Notes: 1. The building has affinities with Palladio’s Palazzo Chiericati in Vicenza.  
2. The Dunedin Masonic Hall, 1868, was a smaller, more dynamic precursor. See above 

and below. 

378. Name/location/address: Farm house, Lauriston, Victoria, Australia. 
Extant: 
Built: 1891. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: ABCN 31/3/1891 p.69. 
Notes: Apparently there were also additions. 

379. Name/location/address: Dwelling house in York Place, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1900. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

28/11/1900 p.6a.  
Description: ‘Additions and alterations.’ 
Notes: As this was for additions and alterations Lawson and Salmond may not have 

been responsible for the building’s whole design. 

380. Name/location/address: Two residences in Manor Place, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1901. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

4/12/1900 p.1f. 
Materials: Timber. 
Description: ‘Two residences.’ 

381. Name/location/address: Residence in Union Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1901. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

18/1/1901 p.6a. 
Materials: Timber and brick.  
Description: Two storeys. 

382. Name/location/address: Two dwelling houses, Caversham, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1901. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

9/2/1901 p.9a. 
Description: ‘Two dwelling houses.’ 

383. Name/location/address: Residence, Roslyn, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1901. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

23/2/1901 p.9b. 
Materials: Timber.  
Description: ‘Residence.’ 

384. Name/location/address: Five house terrace, Market Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1901. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 
28/2/1901 p.6a. 

Materials: Brick.  
Description: Five houses as a terrace. 

385. Name/location/address: Residence in High Street, now Highgate, Roslyn, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1901. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

15/3/1901 p.1e. 
Description: ‘Residence.’ 

386. Name/location/address: Residence in Grant Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1901. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

24/4/1901 p.1f. 
Description: Alterations. 
Notes: As this was for alterations Lawson and Salmond may not have been 

responsible for the building’s whole design. 

387. Name/location/address: Residence in Constitution Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1901. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

18/5/1901p.9b. 
Materials: Brick.  
Description: Two storey residence. 

388. Name/location/address: Dwelling house in Clerk Street, North East Valley, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1901. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

22/7/1901 p.1f. 
Description: Dwelling house. 

389. Name/location/address: Residence at Crookston, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1901. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

21/9/1901 p.9a. 
Description: Residence. 

390. Name/location/address: Residence at Anderson’s Bay, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1901. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson & Salmond. Tender advertisement ODT 

23/10/1901 p.1h. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: Residence. 

391. Name/location/address: ‘The Chalet’ High Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 23/10/1901 p.1h. 
Description: ‘Purchase and removal of the residence.’ 
Notes: Lawson and Salmond may not have designed this building.
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Modifications to other designers’ buildings 

392. Name/location/address: Bank of Otago, Princes Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: No. 
Built: 1867. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 5/10/1867 p.3, for 

additions and alterations. 
Built for: The Bank of Otago Ltd. 
Materials: Port Chalmers breccia foundations; brick rendered in cement for the street 

front, unrendered for the side walls; slate roofs. 
Building history: The building, or a precursor, was gutted in a fire reported ODT 

24/1/1865 p.5abc. 
Notes: David Ross constructed or re-constructed this building in April 1865 after a 

fire and there is an extensive description of it then. There is also a photograph of it 
about 1869 after Lawson’s additions and alterations were complete.520 One 
wonders if Lawson’s commission was to make it higher in competition with the 
Bank of New South Wales building to the immediate north which had been 
completed after Ross’s work. 

393. Name/location/address: Masonic Hall, Moray Place east, Dunedin. The site was later 
occupied by the Coffee Palace, later the Criterion Hotel and now by Otago House. 

Extant: No. Demolished in the 1880s. 
Built: Originally 1868. Lawson’s modifications 1869. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 24/6/1869 p.3a. 
Built for: Masonic Hall Company Dunedin Limited. 
Description: ‘Alterations.’ This may have been installing soundproofing between the 

upstairs ceremonial chamber and the room below.521  
Notes: 1. Lawson had tendered for this building before it was constructed but the 

company commissioned William Clayton who was acknowledged as its architect. 
After Clayton left Dunedin to become the Colonial Architect Lawson was 
commissioned to make these ‘alterations’. 

2. See also below under other designers’ buildings influenced by Lawson.  

394. Name/location/address: Congregational Church, Moray Place, Dunedin. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: Originally 1864; this addition 1873. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 26/4/1873 p.3g. 
Built for: The Congregational Church. 
Description: ‘Additions.’  
Building history: Constructed 1864 to a design by David Ross. At some time after 

Lawson’s additions the building’s exterior brick was rendered in cement. In the 
20thC the building was owned by the Seventh Day Adventists who apparently 
replaced much of the interior fittings and the external entrance steps’ masonry 

                                                
520 ODT 18/4/1865 p.9e for the description. Knight, 1981 p.18 reproduces the 
photograph which he dates c.1869. 
521 Clayton is quoted in a letter to the editor ODT 17/8/1870 p.3a defending himself 
against perceived design flaws saying that concern about sound leakage between the 
upper and lower chambers had led the building’s owners to have the space between 
stuffed with sawdust thus spoiling the ventilation. (I am indebted to David Murray for 
drawing this to my attention.) 



 - 138 - 

balustrade with a metal one. In the early 21stC the interior was retrofitted as 
apartments. 

State of preservation: The interior compromised, the exterior less so.  
Notes: 1. The building was originally designed by David Ross and Lawson’s 

additions seem to have been sympathetic. 
2. Registered as a category 2 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2218. 

395. Name/location/address: James Brown’s warehouse, Princes Street, Dunedin. 366 & 
368 Princes Street & 3 Stafford Street.  

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: Paul Blezard, 88 Glen Road, The Glen, Dunedin. (03) 4770075. 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 29/6/1874 p.3d; 

description ODT 17/6/1874 p.2e. 
Built for: James Brown. 
Materials: Stone foundations; cement rendered brick upper parts; originally a slate 

roof.  
Description: A three storey flat-iron building on a prominent corner site. There were 

large shop windows on Princes Street and the facades were modelled in Lawson’s 
more elaborate Palazzo Farnese manner with busy corbelling under the top 
cornice. 

Building history: Lawson extended and remodelled an existing building designed by 
David Ross in 1862.522 By January of 1863, after what seemed like a long time, it 
was ‘approaching completion and promises to be a very handsome structure’.523 
The site is roughly triangular and forms the south east corner of Stafford and 
Princes Streets. A photograph taken by Melhuish in 1864 shows the furthest 
portion facing Princes Street, the present number 368 and other buildings on other 
parts of the site. Another photograph taken c.1867 shows the first part’s Stafford 
Street extension, site of the present number 3. A photograph taken in 1874 shows 
the wooden structure formerly at 366 Princes Street gone and Lawson’s work 
underway. The façade of 3 Stafford Street has been removed but not yet replaced. 
A newspaper report said this was done in order to provide larger windows.524 There 
is a photograph of the building in the later 1870s showing it as it was when Lawson 
finished it. 

  The building’s upper floor street fronts were remodelled in the 1920s in Art 
Deco style. Canopies were added perhaps then or in the 1930s to provide shelter at 
street level. The ground floor street front on Princes Street has been remodelled 
several times since in the 20thC.  

State of preservation: Though modified the exterior is reasonably intact. The Art 
Deco remodelling has changed the character of the building’s appearance but the 
fenestration remains. The verandahs also alter the building’s appearance but are 
superficial additions. Although the ground floor Princes Street front may seem 
significantly altered and very different from its 1870s appearance in fact the 
original structure is there. It would not be difficult to restore Lawson’s original, 
very large windows. 

Notes: 1. Lawson’s additions and modifications were so extensive they essentially 
made the resulting building his own design.  

                                                
522 ODT 10/5/1862 p.8b. 
523 Daily Telegraph 5/1/1863 p.2g. 
524 ODT 17/6/1874 p.2e. 
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2. James Brown was a draper but not the Brown of Brown, Ewing & Co who was a 
Thomas. 

3. A two storey southward extension of this building was constructed in 1879 the 
present 372-378 Princes Street providing shops at ground floor level and 
apartments above. They were described in an article ODT 4/6/1879 p.3d. No 
architect was named and no tender advertisement for them has been found. A 
photograph shows its detailing matched that of the corner building.525 Given this it 
seems reasonable to credit Lawson with this building’s design. 

396. Name/location/address: Provincial Council Hall, Princes Street, Dunedin. (Site of the 
later GPO the block bounded by Princes, Water, Bond and Liverpool Streets.) 

Extant: No. 
Built: Originally 1864. These modifications 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/10/1874 p.3g; signed 

drawing JSHC. 
Built for: The Otago Provincial Council. 
Description: ‘Alterations.’ 
Notes: The building was originally designed by W.H. Clayton and built in 1864. 

397. Name/location/address: Residence, Andersons Bay, Dunedin. Probably Wychwood, 
21 Belmont Lane, Musselburgh. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1877. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: *I. Tender advertisement ODT 5/7/1877 p.1h. 
Description: ‘Additions.’  
Notes: 1. The tender advertisement might refer to work on Wychwood, formerly 

Pomphrey Court, a large stone house built for Mr Howden the distiller and 
traditionally associated with Lawson.526  

2. There is no documented architect for Wychwood but David Murray has 
convincingly argued from stylistic comparisons that John McGregor had a 
significant role in its design, perhaps the primary one. It seems to have been built 
between 1875 and 1879 so an 1877 tender advertisement for additions would allow 
time for it to be constructed before being enlarged.527 

398. Name/location/address: Glasgow Pie House, north east corner of Princes and 
Dowling Streets. (Despite the name these were licensed premises.)528 

Extant: No. 
Built: 1877. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 9/8/1877 p.4d. 
                                                
525 The Cyclopaedia of New Zealand, Volume 4 Otago and Southland, 1905 p.253. It 
shows Mr E.C. Woodward’s premises. 
526 Knight & Wales, 1988 p.152 for the traditional association with Lawson. 
527 W.N. Blair made reference to phonolite that had been used in Howden’s house in a 
book published in 1879. (Blair, 1879 p.20.) He didn’t mention this in his earlier 
discussion of building stones in 1875. (ODT 20/7/1875 p.3.) 
528 Tod, [1985?], p.24 locates this at the north east corner of George Street and Moray 
Place. But Wise’s 1875-6 Otago, Dunedin, Part II p.4 has ‘Donaldson, John, Glasgow 
Pie House’ at ‘Princes Street north’ in its alphabetical list. Wise’s 1878-9 which has a 
street directory as well as an alphabetical one places Donaldson and the Glasgow Pie 
House on the north east corner of Princes and Dowling Streets. Tod, also at p.24 has 
the Glasgow Hotel on the corner of Princes and Dowling Streets. He must have 
confused the two establishments. 
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Built for: John Donaldson.529 
Building history: Demolished in the early 1970s to make way for Cargill House, now 

Scenic Hotel, Dunedin City. 
Notes: Lawson used the style of the pre-existing building, perhaps designed by 

William Mason. This was discerning and tactful. He and David Ross for example, 
were not always so careful of each other’s efforts. 

399. Name/location/address: Colonial Bank of New Zealand, Princes Street, Dunedin. (It 
extended from Rattray Street south to Water Street and from there east to Bond 
Street.) 

Extant: No. 
Built: Originally 1868. These modifications 1877. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/11/1877 p.8h. 
Built for: The Colonial Bank of New Zealand. 
Notes: This building was originally designed by William Mason and completed in 

1868. It was intended as a Post Office, was immediately occupied by the Otago 
Museum, the School of Art in 1870 and the University of Otago by 1871. It 
became the head office of the Colonial Bank of New Zealand, for whom these 
changes were made and from 1898 the Dunedin Stock Exchange. It was 
demolished in 1969. 

400. Name/location/address: Professor’s residence, Leith Street, Dunedin. (This is 
presumably one or both of Maxwell Bury’s professorial houses which are on St. 
David Street, though near Leith Street.) 

Extant: Yes. 
Owner: The University of Otago. 
Built: 1887. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Tender advertisement ODT 2/4/1887 p.3a. 
Built for: The University of Otago. 
Materials: Roughcast cement highlighted with Moeraki gravel? (See note.) 
Description: General repairs. 
State of preservation: Good.  
Notes: 1. The advertisement suggests this was to a single building. There are two 

buildings incorporating four houses. The repairs may have been carried out to both 
structures.  

2. The buildings were originally designed by Maxwell Bury.  
3. This may have been the covering of the original brick with roughcast cement 

dashed with Moeraki gravel. 

401. Name/location/address: Bakehouse, Store &c., Great King Street north, Dunedin. 
Probably the present 546 and in any case in the building housing Scribe’s 
bookshop.530 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1888-9. 
                                                
529 He was the licensee at the time. Tod, [1985?], p.24. 
530 It is not entirely clear from city council records where the bakery was in relation to 
what is now the Scribe’s bookshop although it seems a little south of the corner. But 
Bill King who works in the bookshop told the compiler 23/11/11 that a man who lived 
in the area many years ago had told him a few days earlier there was a bakery in the 
building which he thought might have been in the corner compartment 548. Of that he 
wasn’t certain but he was that it was in the building. Given the city council’s 
information it seems clear it was at 546, the more southerly compartment. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 13/9/1888 p.3c. 
Description: ‘Bakehouse, store, &c.’ Lawson’s tender advertisement described the 

project as a ‘re-erection’.531 A two storey brick building on a corner site with the 
street facades rendered in plaster. Number 546, the southerly compartment on 
Great King Street, has its own separate entrance. The treatment is a fairly plain use 
of the Palazzo revival style and without images from before the reconstruction it is 
difficult to say how much is Lawson’s contribution. 

Notes: 1. Contemporary street directories show several bakers in Great King Street 
north at this time.532 However the city council ratebooks show there was only one 
bakery in its whole extent so the directory evidence is only showing where bakers 
lived. The sole bakery was on the west side a little south of the intersection with St 
David Street and existed before and after Lawson’s advertisement appeared.533 
Lawson presumably reconstructed it.  

2. A tender advertisement ‘for additions, alterations &c., to Baker’s premises in Great 
King street’ was placed ODT 28/2/1872 p.1c by ‘Robert Howlison Architect’. 
Howlison was more a builder than an architect and this was for additions and 
alterations so Howlison may not have been responsible for the building’s whole 
design. Who was is uncertain but it seems unlikely it was Lawson. 

402. Name/location/address: Ashburn Hall Private Lunatic Asylum, Halfway Bush, 
Wakari, Dunedin. 

Extant: Presumably. 
Built: 1889. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 28/5/1889 p.3a. 
Built for: Ashburn Hall. 
Materials: Stone. 
Description: Stone additions. 
Notes: 1. As these were additions Lawson was not responsible for the building’s 

whole design.  
2. Drew and Lloyd, Architects, advertised for tenders for this building in 
1882.534 

403. Name/location/address: The Athenaeum, 23 the Octagon, Dunedin. 
Legal description: Sec 33 Blk XV Town of Dunedin (CT OT253/67) Otago Land 
District. 
Extant: Yes. 
Owner: The Dunedin City Council. 
Built: 1901. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: + Lawson and Salmond. Tender advertisement 

ODT 2/9/1901 p.1g.  
Built for: The Athenaeum.  

                                                
531 ODT 13/9/1888 p.3c. 
532 Stones’ 1888 pp. 17 & 18 shows only one baker on Great King Street north, on the 
west side just south of the corner with St David Street – James Douglas Scoullar. 
Wise’s 1890-91 pp.167 & 168 shows another baker, James Meighan at the location 
where Scoullar had been but now also another, C.F. Anderson on the east side of King 
Street several addresses north of the intersection with Dundas Street. Stone’s 1893 
p.17 shows another baker at this location, James Patrick and places it specifically on 
the north corner of Great King Street and Melville Lane, site of the present 705. 
533 Email, Chris Scott DCA/Peter Entwisle 23/11/11. 
534 ODT 1/3/1882 p.1h. 
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Notes: 1.This building was originally designed by David Ross and built in 1870. Ross 
extended it in the later 1870s.  

2. It is a category 1 NZHPT historic place, register no. 7781. 
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Unidentified piecework 

404. Name/location/address: Obscure. 
Extant: 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 31/7/1863 p.3f. 
Materials: Brick.  
Description: ‘13 Rod of brickwork, Labour only.’  

405. Name/location/address: Obscure. 
Extant: 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 31/7/1863 p.3f. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: ‘To Cart Fifty Thousand Bricks.’ 

406. Name/location/address: Obscure. 
Extant: 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 18/8/1863 p.3f. 
Materials: Timber.  
Description: ‘To Carpenters Tenders wanted for small job.’ 
  

407. Name/location/address: Obscure. 
Extant: 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 14/12/1863 p.6b. 
Description: ‘Fencing and Earthwork.’  

408. Name/location/address: Royal Terrace, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1863. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 24/12/1863 p.3g. 
Description: ‘Fencing ¾ acre section.’ 

409. Name/location/address: Obscure. 
Extant: 
Built: 1864. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/8/1864 p.3g. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: ‘Excavating and building brick tank and laying tube drains.’ 

410. Name/location/address: Obscure. 
Extant: 
Built: 1866. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 5/11/1866 p.7c. 
Description: ‘Small job of excavation and road works.’ 

411. Name/location/address: Obscure. 
Extant: 
Built: 1867. 
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Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 10/8/1867 p.1b. 
Description: ‘Supply of two first class bank safe doors.’  

412. Name/location/address: Princes Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 28/9/1867 p.3c. 
Description: ‘Iron shutters to brick premises.’ 

413. Name/location/address: ‘A building, Port Chalmers’, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 1/9/1868 p.4d. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: ‘Alterations and additions to a building.’ 

414. Name/location/address: Clutha Ferry, now Balclutha, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/12/1869 p.3a. 
Materials: Brick. 
Description: ‘Supply of 100,000 bricks.’ 

415. Name/location/address: Obscure. 
Extant: 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 9/3/1870 p.1g. 
Description: ‘Carving and Cabinet work.’ 

416. Name/location/address: New building, Queen Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1870. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 22/9/1870 p.1c. 
Materials: Plaster. 
Description: ‘Plaster Work.’  

417. Name/location/address: Obscure. 
Extant: 
Built: 1871. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 9/8/1871 p.1c. 
Materials: Earth. 
Description: ‘Earthworks.’  

418. Name/location/address: Obscure. 
Extant: 
Built: 1872. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 19/12/1871 p.3b. 
Description: ‘Retaining Wall and fence.’  

419. Name/location/address: Obscure. 
Extant: 
Built: 1872. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 17/2/1872 p.1d. 
Description: ‘Laying drain and earthwork.’ 
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420. Name/location/address: Rear of premises in Princes Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 10/7/1874 p.3d. 
Materials: Earth. 
Description: ‘Earthworks.’ 

421. Name/location/address: Three sections, Royal Terrace, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/9/1874 p.3d. 
Materials: Earth. 
Description: ‘Earthworks.’  

422. Name/location/address: Shop, Rattray Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1874. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 17/11/1874 p.3g. 
Description: Fittings. 

423. Name/location/address: Small conservatory. 
Extant: 
Built: 1875. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/11/1875 p.3e. 
Description: ‘Small conservatory.’ 
Notes: This sounds like a domestic rather than a commercial commission. 

424. Name/location/address: Scotland Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: Possibly. See note. 
Built: 1876. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/6/1876 p.1h. 
Materials: Bluestone and concrete? See note. 
Description: ‘Retaining wall in Scotland street.’  
Notes: This may be the wall retaining the street at what is now 15, 13, and 11 

Scotland Street, then all in the same ownership. It is made of bluestone with a 
concrete coping and looks like Lawson’s work of this sort. The one at 106 Cargill 
Street is similar. 

425. Name/location/address: Warehouse, Rattray Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1877. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 24/4/1877 p.1h. 
Materials: Galvanised Iron.  
Description: ‘Galvanised Iron roofing & laying gutters.’ 

426. Name/location/address: Bond Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 28/3/1878 p.3b. 
Materials: Cement. 
Description: ‘Cementing wall.’ 

427. Name/location/address: Bond Street, Dunedin. 
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Extant: 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 17/4/1878 p.3f. 
Description: ‘Erection of Roof &c., over right-of-way.’ 

428. Name/location/address: Royal Terrace, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1878. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 17/5/1878 p.3f. 
Description: ‘Retaining wall, steps &c at Royal Terrace’. 
Notes: Because this is in Royal Terrace it is probably a domestic commission. 

429. Name/location/address: Shop, Princes Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1880. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 16/1/1880 p.4d. 
Description: Erection of a brick wall and alterations to a shop. 

430. Name/location/address: Store at Palmerston, Waitaki District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1881. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 6/5/1881 p.4e. 
Materials: Brick and stone. 
Notes: The tender advertisement is for brick and stone work. 

431. Name/location/address: Clark Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: 
Built: 1888. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 16/2/1888 p.3c. 
Built for: R.A. Lawson? See note. 
Materials: Paint. 
Description: ‘Painting work etc.’ 
Notes: This might be for work on Lawson’s own house on Clark Street which he had 

after the one he designed for himself on Bellevue Street. 

432. Name/location/address: Bakers oven, Kaitangata, Clutha District. 
Extant: 
Built: 1888. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/9/1888 p.3b.
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Unrealised projects 

433. Name/location/address: Bell tower, upper Dowling Street, (now Tennyson Street), 
Dunedin. 

Extant: Not realised. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 26/1/1863 p.7c. 
Notes: The tower was built to another man’s design. 

434. Name/location/address: Masonic Hall, Moray Place east, Dunedin. The site was later 
occupied by the Coffee Palace, later the Criterion Hotel, and now by Otago House. 

Extant: Not realised. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisements ODT 6/12/1867 p.6a; 

8/1/1868 p.3d. See notes. 
Notes: 1. Lawson advertised for tenders for the erection of a Masonic Hall in Dunedin 

for the Masonic Hall Company ODT 6/12/1867 p.6a. Nevertheless, a little later, 
Mason and Clayton advertised for tenders ‘for the erection of a Masonic Hall, in 
Moray Place, Dunedin’. Immediately below that there appeared another 
advertisement from Lawson inviting ‘Fresh Tenders’ for the erection of his 
Masonic Hall in Dunedin.535 The report of the laying of the foundation stone is 
explicit that the architect is W.H. Clayton of Mason and Clayton, who was present, 
had the plans and received the credit and much praise for the excellence of the 
design. 536 Presumably Lawson’s design was first preferred but on tendering was 
found too costly. He modified it and tendered again by which time Clayton was 
calling tenders for his design which was ultimately accepted. (The compiler is 
indebted to David Murray for elucidating key parts of this interesting sequence of 
events.)  

2. Lawson’s designs for this project are unknown.  
3. The following year Lawson modified Clayton’s building. 
4. Clayton’s design may have been influenced by Lawson’s (see below). 

435. Name/location/address: Otago Boys High School’s Rector’s residence and boarding 
establishment, Dunedin. 

Extant: Not realised. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Report ODT 11/3/1870 p.2d; Lawson’s signed 

drawing and plan JSHC. 
Notes: There was a competition for this project and David Ross won it with a design 

in the Italian style while Lawson’s Scottish Baronial one came second. The 
newspaper report makes it clear Ross’s was preferred because it would provide 
more accommodation for less expense. It was built beside the Town Belt above 
what is now called the Lower Littlebourne Ground and stood for many years. It 
was a large, rather plain building known as Campbell House. Lawson’s plan was 
for a more lively building with a central crenellated tower set between two lateral 
two storey ranges which then terminated in forward and backward reaching single 
storey pavilions, presenting gable ends to the front. There were impressively tall 
chimneys, nicely arrayed dormers and elegant verandahs across the main front. 
Behind the forward ensemble there was an in-line extension terminating in another 
transverse compartment. It probably would have been expensive to build but it is 
regrettable that it wasn’t. 

                                                
535 ODT 8/1/1868 p.3d. 
536 OW 6/6/1868 p.5. 
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436. Name/location/address: Presbyterian Church, Port Chalmers, Dunedin. 
Extant: Not realised. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 15/12/1870 p.1g 
Notes: This project never got off the ground. Presumably the tenders proved too 

expensive for the commissioners and they turned to another architect. It would be 
fascinating indeed to see what Lawson had proposed. 

437. Name/location/address: Proposed memorial to Dr Burns, Southern Cemetery, 
Dunedin. 

Extant: Not realised. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: OW 15/4/1871 p.14. 
Description: In the Scottish Baronial style 50 feet high, with a marble slab, a burning 

bush as emblematic of the Free Church of Scotland, battlements and flying 
buttresses. 

Cost: To be £500. 
Notes: Instead of this ambitious project Burns has a modest headstone in the Southern 

Cemetery by C. Munro. Presumably the funds weren’t raised and instead Lawson 
was commissioned to design the shrine which now stands in the vestibule of First 
Church. 

438. Name/location/address: The Dunedin Club, High Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: Not realised. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 27/7/1874 p.3d. 
Built for: The Dunedin Club. 
Materials: Stone and brick. 
Description: Premises.  
Notes: 1. It has been said this turned into Lawson’s project for the Royal Exchange 

Hotel for which Lawson called tenders in 1878 and where construction started on a 
vacant site. That being so it seems this project was never realised, or at least not as 
originally conceived. 

2. In 1874 the Dunedin Club bought the late Johnny Jones’s mansion ‘Fernhill’ 
designed by David Ross and built in 1867. It has remained there ever since. 

439. Name/location/address: Guthrie & Larnach’s premises, Dunedin. 
Extant: Not realised. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Tender advertisement ODT 21/11/1874 p.3g. 
Built for: Guthrie & Larnach. 
Description: New building, first section.  
Notes: It seems this didn’t proceed. OW 21/8/1875 p.7 has an extensive account of the 

project and names David Ross as the architect.  

440. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand, Kaitangata, Clutha District. 
Extant: Not realised. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Report OW 16/1/1875 p.14. 
Notes: The OW report said Lawson had plans in hand for a brick building for the 

Bank of New Zealand at Balclutha as well as ones for Arrowtown and Kaitangata. 
However a search of contemporary newspapers suggests the Kaitangata one didn’t 
get built, the Bank maintaining its presence there only through an agency. 

441. Name/location/address: Hotel, High Street, Dunedin. (It was to be on the southern 
side above Manse Street.) 
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Extant: Not realised. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Article Otago Witness 26/9/1874 p.11. 
Built for: The Southern Hotel Company. 
Description: It was to be five storeys high, with an interior courtyard and ornamented 

gardens. Its footprint was to be 14,600 square feet, (1,356 sqm), a very large hotel 
for the time. 

Notes: An ambitious project which never materialised. 

442. Name/location/address: Australian Presbyterian Assembly Hall, Collins Street, 
Melbourne, Victoria. 

Extant: Not realised. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: reports ABCN 1/8/1891 p.91; 15/8/1891 s. p.87; ill 

5/11/1892 p.222. 
Notes: Lawson won a competition with this design but it was never built. 
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Other designers’ buildings influenced by Lawson 

443. Name/location/address: Masonic Hall, Moray Place east, Dunedin. The site was later 
occupied by the Coffee Palace, later the Criterion Hotel, and now by Otago House. 
It is not the later Masonic Hall, now the Temple Gallery, in Moray Place west, 29 
Moray Place. 

Extant: No. Demolished in the 1880s. 
Built: 1868. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Initial construction: +Tender advertisements ODT 

6/12/1867 p.6a; 8/1/1868 p.3d. (See notes.) 1869 alterations: tender advertisement 
ODT 24/6/1869 p.3a. 

Built for: Masonic Hall Company Dunedin Limited. 
Builder: Mr Horsman.537 
Materials: Stone foundations, rendered brick for the upper parts, slate roofs. 
Description: A Masonic Hall, intended to serve the needs of the several Dunedin 

Masonic orders and accordingly designed with reference to prevailing ideas about 
the Temple of Solomon, rendered within a Palladian envelope.538 

Building history: Constructed 1868. Altered 1869. Demolished in the 1880s. 
Notes: 1. This fine building has long been credited to another man on a good 

documentary basis. The relevant facts are: Lawson advertised for tenders for the 
erection of a Masonic Hall in Dunedin for the Masonic Hall Company, ODT 
6/12/1867 p.6a. Nevertheless, a little later, Mason and Clayton advertised for 
tenders ‘for the erection of a Masonic Hall, in Moray Place, Dunedin’. 
Immediately below that there appeared another advertisement from Lawson 
inviting ‘Fresh Tenders’ for the erection of his Masonic Hall in Dunedin.539 One 
could be forgiven for wondering how many Masonic halls were being built in the 
city at the time. In fact there was only one and it was being put up in Moray Place 
east by the Masonic Hall Company. 

  The situation appears to be clarified by the report of the laying of the foundation 
stone.540 It is explicit that the architect is W.H. Clayton of Mason and Clayton, who 
was present, had the plans and received the credit and much praise for the 
excellence of the design. (Lawson was not reported among those attending.) From 
this one might suppose Clayton was the sole designer and people have 
subsequently done so. But the tender advertisements, which are easily overlooked, 
are there to prove Lawson had some sort of role. Was Clayton the principal 
designer and Lawson the supervising one? We might turn to the surviving records 
of Mason and Wales, successor partnership to Mason and Clayton, for clarification, 
but alas they don’t exist.541 In any case it seems more natural to suppose that after a 
competition Lawson’s plans were first selected but when tendered proved too 
expensive. After all, that happened with several of his other projects. Clayton 
might now be asked to cost his plans by advertising for tenders and Lawson invited 
to try again with amended plans. This would explain Clayton’s advertisement and 
Lawson’s one for new tenders appearing about the same time. And the reports of 
the laying of the foundation stone might be taken as showing that finally Clayton’s 

                                                
537 OW 6/6/1868 p.5. 
538 Knight, 1974, ills. 79 & 80, reproduces photographs of the building under 
construction and completed. 
539 ODT 8/1/1868 p.3d. 
540 OW 6/6/1868 p.5. 
541 Stacpoole, 1971, p.87. 
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were preferred and Lawson drops out of the picture. But when we turn to the 
building we have to think again. 

  Knight and Wales observed ‘This substantial building in the Grecian style was 
in contrast to the surviving work by Clayton.’542 So it was. In fact it was wholly 
unlike anything else he ever did in both its manner and its level of achievement. If 
the attribution had been to Mason that would have been more plausible. His Post 
Office, remembered as the Stock Exchange, proves he was an excellent designer 
who knew about the Renaissance and Palladio. By contrast, the Post Office’s 
neighbour, Clayton’s Provincial Council building, was workmanlike but dull, in 
both its geometry and detailing. So was the exterior at least, of his Synagogue, 
from 1881 the Dunedin Mason’s new Masonic Hall when they abandoned this one. 
Clayton’s Port Chalmers Post Office is handsome but not extravagant. His 
Christchurch Post Office, which happily still graces the Square, is probably his 
most exuberant design with its Italianate tower. But it has nothing like the bold 
spatial drama of the first Dunedin Masonic Hall or its crisp execution and it is hard 
to believe he could have produced such a building. One doesn’t wish to wholly 
disparage his abilities. His All Saints church in Dunedin has prettily decorative 
exterior brickwork. Perhaps delicate surface treatment was his forte? 

  On the other hand, not only was Lawson an outstanding geometrician and 
producer of exquisite detailing, he had a special love for the architecture of the 
Italian Renaissance, Palladio in particular, which at this time was regularly referred 
to by contemporary commentators as ‘Grecian’, as this building was.  

  The Masonic Hall has characteristics shared by other buildings he designed. 
There is a forward pillared portico like his Union Bank of Australia, though here 
with a bas relief statuary group in the tympanum, also reminiscent of his Lowther 
Hall in Victoria. Behind the whole forward compartment was another whose 
greater width is reached by graceful curves and beyond it, another high transverse 
compartment, echoing the plan for his Moray Place house for Dr Borrows, now 
Tangente Café. One might suppose he learned this mixture of in-line and 
transverse planning from Clayton except that Clayton hadn’t employed it for the 
comparable Dunedin Synagogue (now the Temple Gallery 29 Moray Place) where 
it would have more usefully worked with the site, and Lawson had used it for his 
First Church design which was publicly known at the time. The Masonic Hall also 
has the deep corbel tables Lawson liked and the emphatic corbels and the upper 
forward face of the rearmost compartment, rising above the ones in front of it, is 
adorned at the corner with a pedimented blind window whose lights are a Palladian 
array – another motif Lawson favoured. So far as this writer is concerned there can 
be little doubt Lawson substantially influenced this virtuoso example of the neo-
Palladian manner. Others are not so sure. If we had the plans Lawson used when he 
advertised for tenders the matter might be ultimately settled. 

2. It has been wondered why Lawson would allow his role to be obscured. One might 
suggest a habit of public reticence, or the deference a younger man felt for an older 
colleague. But having stood back while Clayton took the credit it is not surprising 
his influence was forgotten. At the time some people who had been privy to the 
project may have known of it. Others may have guessed: the advertisements were a 
public record of some involvement and some of Lawson’s later buildings - 
mentioned above - were a prompt to make people think. But advertisements are 
soon forgotten and since Lawson and his generation died his indisputable 
authorship of numerous buildings has faded from memory.  

3. Whatever his influence on this one was its loss is a matter of regret. 

                                                
542 Knight & Wales, 1988, p.101. 
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444. Name/location/address: Bank of New Zealand, now Gabriels Café, Lawrence, Clutha 
District. 

Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1886. 
Architect: J.A. Burnside (1856-1920).543 
Built for: The Bank of New Zealand. 
Materials: Stone foundations; brick rendered in cement for the upper parts; slate 

roofs. 
Description: Corner building of two storeys with a modest stylobate and alternating 

arched and triangular pediments over the windows and doorways. This is like R.A. 
Lawson’s 1882 Martin & Watson building in the Octagon, Dunedin (latterly a 
branch of the ANZ bank and presently accommodating the Bacchus Café). The 
Lawrence building also has similar decorative cast ironwork below the first floor 
windows. 

State of preservation: Unlike its Dunedin counterpart this building’s ground floor has 
not been modified out of recognition. 

Notes: It has been suggested this may have been designed by Lawson but the Tuapeka 
Times 14/4/1886 p.3 names Burnside as the architect. It also gives a detailed 
description of it when it was just completed.

                                                
543 Tuapeka Times 4/4/1886 p.3. 
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Doubtful attribution 

445. Name/location/address: Residence for Watson Shennan, 367 High Street, Dunedin. 
Extant: Yes. 
Built: 1900. 
Evidence of Lawson’s authorship: Traditional but it seems unlikely. (See notes.)  
Built for: Watson Shennan. 
Materials: Stone foundations, brick for the upper parts; slate roofs. 
Notes: 1. Before Lawson formed a partnership with J.L. Salmond the latter advertised 

to remove a dwelling in High Street and to erect a residence there.544 It seems 
likely this was Watson Shennan’s house. The first advertisement in the name of the 
new partnership appeared on the 28th of November 1900.545 Between then and the 
26th of October 1901 there were none for any house in High Street. By that time 
Shennan’s house was complete (or nearly so). It seems the association of Lawson’s 
greater name with his less well-known partner’s, near the time of the construction 
of Shennan’s house, has led to the erroneous supposition Lawson designed it. 

2. Registered as a category 1 historic place by the NZHPT reg. no. 2163.  

                                                
544 ODT 25/4/1900 p.1e, 17/5/1900 p1.e. 
545 ODT 28/11/1900 p.6a. 
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