
Students will conduct supported research investigating what happened to the men 
that are listed on their school ʻRoll of Honourʼ plaques, local community memorials 

and memorials located in their local historical cemetery and the soldierʼs cemetery. Students use a 
variety of both primary and secondary sources and use the material gathered for writing brief 
biographies for publication and for a creative writing exercise using historical postcards. 

Principles 
 

1 

Curriculum links 

• Explore with empathy the 
  values of others 
 
• Learn to accept different kinds 
   of values – social & cultural 
 
• learn about the values on 
  which NZs cultural & institutional  
  traditions are based. 

• High expectations 
• Cultural diversity 
• Learning to learn 
• Community engagement 
• Coherence 

• Thinking 
• Using language symbols and text  
• Managing self 
• Relating to others 
• Participating and contributing 

Key  
Competencies 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Values  

Learning Areas 
      L3 and 4 

Investigating School and      
Community war memorials 
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In the arts, students explore, refine, and 
communicate ideas as they connect thinking, 
imagination, senses, and feelings to create     
works and respond to the works of others.

In English, students study, use, and enjoy  
language and literature communicated orally, 
visually, or in writing.

In learning languages, students learn to 
communicate in an additional language,  
develop their capacity to learn further languages, 
and explore different world views in relation to 
their own.

In mathematics and statistics, students explore 
relationships in quantities, space, and data and 
learn to express these relationships in ways that 
help them to make sense of the world around them.

In science, students explore how both the natural 
physical world and science itself work so that 
they can participate as critical, informed, and 
responsible citizens in a society in which science 
plays a significant role.

In technology, students learn to be innovative 
developers of products and systems and 
discerning consumers who will make a 
difference in the world.

In the social sciences, students explore how 
societies work and how they themselves can 
participate and take action as critical, informed, 
and responsible citizens.

In health and physical education, students learn 
about their own well-being, and that of others and 
society, in health-related and movement contexts. 
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Learning Areas: 

Strand: Listening, Reading and Viewing 
Learning activities encourage students to integrate sources of information, processes, and strategies and to 
develop confidence to identify, form, and express ideas.  

 
• Processes and strategies: Students can 

o recognise and understand the connections between oral written, and visual language; 
o Integrate sources of information and prior knowledge with developing confidence to make sense of 

increasingly varied and complex texts. 
o Selects and uses a range of processing and comprehension strategies with growing understanding and 

confidence 
o Monitors, self evaluates, and describes progress with growing confidence, 
 

• Purposes and audiences: Students develop a broader understanding of how texts are shaped for different 
purposes and audiences. 
 

• Ideas: Students show a developing understanding of ideas within and across and beyond texts. 
o Students make meaning of increasingly more complex texts 
o Students make connections by starting to think about underlying ideas in and between texts. 
 

• Language features:  
o Shows an increasing knowledge of how text conventions can be used appropriately. 

 
• Structure: Students are introduced to and can demonstrate a developing understanding of text structures. 

o Identifies a range of text forms and recognises some of their characteristics and conventions. 

 

Strand: Speaking Writing and Presenting 
Learning activities encourage students to integrate sources of information, processes, and strategies and 
to develop confidence to identify, form, and express ideas.  
 
• Processes and strategies: Students can 

o Uses a developing understanding of the connections between oral written, and visual language when 
creating texts. 

o Creates a range of texts by integrating sources of information with growing confidence. 
o Seeks feedback and makes changes to texts to improve clarity meaning and effect. 
o Is reflective about production of own texts and self evaluates own progress 
 

• Purposes and audiences: Students show a developing understanding of how to shape texts for different 
purposes and audiences by careful choice of language content and form and by conveying personnel voice 
where appropriate. 
 

• Ideas: Students select, form, and communicate ideas with increased clarity and drawing on a range of 
resources. 
 

• Language features:  
o Uses oral, written and visual language features to create meaning and effect and to engage interest. 

 
• Structure: Organises texts using a range of appropriate structures and sequences ideas and 

information with increasing confidence. 

 

Level Three and Four - English 



 

 

Set up an Anzac Learning Centre with library books, school journals, places to display 
photographs, and encourage students to bring along any memorabilia they may have at home 
relating to relatives or ancestors involvement in war.  

Have students think about what they know about the wars and make up a worksheet for an 
individual activity. 

What do I know about New Zealanders 
involvement in the world wars 

What I would like to find out about my schools’ 
ex-pupils involvement in the world wars 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Activity One 

Start Up Activity:   



 

 

Visit the school ‘roll of honour’ plaque/s with the children. These may be attached 
to the school memorial archway or in some cases these can be found in the school 
hall or elsewhere.  Have children visit the plaque in small groups and have them fill 
out a question sheet with number of names on the plaque, what they think ‘paid 
the supreme sacrifice’ might mean, numbers of names listed that have paid the 
supreme sacrifice.  What was the Great War?  When was it?  What do they know 
about it?  What do they think the forces are? This could also be a post box starter 
activity.  

Discuss with students what the purpose of the plaques or archway might be and 
why they think the plaques might be at the school.  

 

Activity Two 

Visit plaques or school memorial Archways 

War Memorial 
Archway Caversham 
School. Dunedin. 

War Memorial 
Archway Anderson’s 
Bay School. Dunedin. 



 

 

Activity Three 

Visit the community war memorial 

If you have a local community war memorial make sure you have your 
students visit. Encourage students to,  

• Record the inscription and names of the dead.  
• Take digital photos of the memorial, make drawings  
• Record its general appearance and upkeep. What it is made of,  

and any decorative features 
• Mark the location of the memorial on a map. 

Have students find out more about the memorial when they return to 
school. 

• When was the memorial built?  
• Why was the memorial located in its present position? 
• Find photographs of the memorial in the past. 
• Check out the names on the memorial with the names on the 

schoolʼs roll of honour boards. How many names feature on 
both? 
 

Hyde War Memorial 
Central Otago 

Arthur’s Seat war 
Memorial Otago 
Peninsula. Dunedin. 



 

 

The length of time required for a cemetery visit will depend on the size of your local cemetery. 
This is a straightforward activity in smaller communities where the cemetery is small and most of 
the men will have attended the local primary school. Large urban cemeteries will contain many 
commemorations for men who will have gone to other schools in the city.  

Students will need  

• a list of the names that appear on their honour board/s  
• a cemetery map.  
• sheets for recording inscription information. (Sometimes this information is quite detailed) 

Assign sections of the cemetery to pairs of students.  They need to visit and read the inscription 
on each headstone looking for information about men who were killed in action or died of 
wounds while on active service. Students record the details that are available about each young 
man on each of the headstones and photograph the headstones if the names match those on 
their honour board list. Encourage students to locate the position of the headstone on the 
cemetery map. The class should be able cover the cemetery this way and quickly locate the 
men. 

[Unless you have access to headstone transcription records, visiting the cemetery is about the only way 
these men can be located. Cemetery records do not contain the names of these men as they are not 
buried in the plots but are buried in overseas cemeteries marked with Commonwealth war memorials. Not 
all the cemetery needs to be covered. WW1 men are recorded on taller headstones of marble and granite 
in the older sections of the cemetery. By WW2 families do not appear to have recorded sons killed in 
action this way as readily as during WW1.] 

Back at school timeline the deaths listed on the headstones for these men. Print and attach 
photos of the memorials for these men on stripes of paper. Then sequence them on the 
classroom wall to make a display that can be added to as students find out more about each man. 

Students develop and produce a cemetery trail for the men listed on the school plaques 
and who can also be found at the cemetery. This is a good opportunity for students to 
visit, leave poppies and tidy the graves every year as an ANZAC day action activity.    

 

Activity Four: Cemetery Visit To Locate Headstones 



 

 

Using an online database to Find out More about these men 

Whole class activity; With a data projector introduce students to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission website 
http://www.cwgc.org/default.asp and show students how to effectively use the search tool on the site by searching for each of the 
men found on family headstones at the cemetery. ‘Walk the students’ through the information they can find out about each man from 
this website.  

Once students are aware of what information can be discovered about each man have them carry out a search for the remaining men 
listed on the school board who are not commemorated at the Cemetery and find out when these men died and where they are buried 
or commemorated.  

Encourage students to have a look at photos of the military cemeteries where each of these men have headstones or are 
commemorated on special memorials or cenotaphs.  Have students add this information to their timeline strips on the classroom wall.  

Also have students keep a record of the details of the next of kin information, (that is the names and addresses of parents or wives) 
for the  ‘sending a postcard home’ activity which comes later in this unit. 

Also introduce students to the Auckland Museum Cenotaph Database at 
http://muse.aucklandmuseum.com/databases/cenotaph/locations.aspx  As with the CWGC database provide a guided tour for younger 
students through this database and show them how the database can be used and what sort of information can be found here. The 
database provides further information about those killed in action and it is a good place to search for information about returned 
servicemen or women. Allow students time to explore the database. Many of the men have photographs available online.  

Read 

Begin reading Should We Forget: The significance of ANZAC Day by Jim Rolfe to students. This is written as a series of letters by Jim 
Rolfe to his grandson.  This book is widely available from regional public libraries and the National Library and is highly recommended. 
http://www.natlib.govt.nz/about-us/search-home  

 

Activity Four 

Investigate Internet databases  



 

 

mapping activity.  Students investigate the extent of NZers 
involvement in the two world wars. 

Whole class activity: Map the final resting places (by country) of the men listed on the roll of honour board. 
An outline map has been included but a wall map with markers pins is probably preferable and will show 
clearly that most ex-pupils fell in the battles on the Western Front during the First World War and the 
Battles in North Africa and Italy in the Second World War.  

If you use different coloured pins or 
marking pens for each year of the Great 
War then it will become clear that there 
is a timeframe within which the men 
were involved in the various places.   

Allow students to see that men were 
often in different parts of the world at the 
same time.  

 

Activity Five 

where did they go? 

2nd NZEF 
leather 

identification 
tags worn by 
all soldiers. 
Information 
provided 

includes name 
rank and 
enlistment 
number  



 

 

   

Where in the world 
did they go? 



 

 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission was founded in 1917 by Sir Fabian Ware. The Commission pays tribute to the 1,700,000 
men and women of the Commonwealth forces who died in the two world wars as well as civilian casualties from WW2.  

The Commission's principles 

Each of the dead should be commemorated by name on 
the headstone or memorial 

Headstones and memorials should be permanent 

Headstones should be uniform 

There should be no distinction made on account of military 
or civil rank, race or creed 

The Commission has constructed 2,500 war cemeteries 
and plots, erecting headstones over graves and, in 
instances where the remains are missing, inscribing the 
names of the dead on permanent memorials.  

Over one million casualties are now commemorated at 
military and civil sites in some 150 countries. The 
commission has an ongoing responsibility for 
maintaining the headstones. 

The New Zealand Naval Memorial Devonport Auckland. Over 
half the names listed here are a result of the sinking of the 
HMS Neptune in 1941 

The Lone Pine Memorial Gallipoli Turkey 

Fact Sheet - The Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission Photos and information from http://www.cwgc.org/default.asp 



 

 

Activity Six  

Students are assigned, choose, or ‘draw a name from the roll of honour board/ memorial archway or community memorial from 
a hat’, and investigate individual and background information about the respective places, events and situations where these 
men served. See the resources list for some excellent web resources that will provide some good background information.  

Note: For level 3 and 4 students it is suggested that the WW1 battles of the Somme and Paschendaele are combined under the 
more general heading of ‘The Western Front’ as the military events are complex and confusing. Similarly the battles occurring 
in Sinai, Palestine, Gaza and Syria, in which New Zealand supplied Mounted Rifles regiments and several companies to the 
Imperial Camel Corps can be treated under the general heading ‘the Middle 
East.’  

 

Activity Seven 

Students’ edit and rework their biographies with a view to 
adding the stories of the men they have investigated to The War 
Memorial Community Contributions section of New Zealand History 
Online project at http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/culture/the-memorials-
register  

The memorials register is an ongoing project to document 
memorials throughout New Zealand. Find your local memorial. 
Scroll down the page. You will see where you can contribute 
the information you have gathered about the men from your 
school or send your information to info@nzhistory.net.nz 
and it will be added to the register. 

Activities 6 and 7  

Investigate & write brief Bios of these men’s experiences 

WW2 Signals Truck Headquarters Coy 
25th Battalion Syria1942 



 

 

For students finding out about WW1 soldiers experiences at Gallipoli  

• Simpson and his donkey is a story presented at the Brainways website at 
http://www.brainways.co.nz/sampler/inform/simpson/simpm.htm and much more detail about John Simpson Kirkpatrick at 
http://www.anzachouse.com/simpson.shtml  
 

• The Diary of Frederick Dill at the English Online WebQuest site 
http://english.unitecnology.ac.nz/resources/webquests/gallipoli/Diary%20of%20Fredrick%20Dill.htm  
 

• Lockyer, John. (1998). Lottie Gallipoli Nurse. Reed Childrenʼs Books Auckland New Zealand. This excellent story is a fictional 
story based on the letters of the main characters. It is written in a diary format from the point of view of a young New Zealand 
nurse on board the hospital ship Maheno. Highly recommended.  

 

For students finding out about WW1 soldiers experiences in the Middle East.  

Note: There is very little good background material for younger children in this theatre of war in which many ANZACs continued to 
oppose the Turks long after Gallipoli. New Zealanders were involved both in Mounted Rifles units and in the Imperial Camel Corps.  

• Sinai and Palestine Campaign available at Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinai_and_Palestine_Campaign 
 

• Imperial Camel Corps available at Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Camel_Corps 
 

• Personal Histories of the New Zealand Mounted Rifles at http://www.nzmr.org/troopers.htm  This is an excellent site  for content 
and for visual documentation of the mounted rifles brigades. The Middle East campaigns have become a largely forgotten 
theatre of war in NZers collective memory but not so when we look closely at the reminders in our cemeteries. The site includes 
many photos of the men, their horses and equipment and the engagements they were involved in.  

WW1 Resources   

Student Internet links and books for activity 6/7 



 

 

For students finding out about WW1 soldiers experiences on the Western Front the following videos and audio are 
recommended.  

• Film: Fighting at the Somme and Messines is available from New Zealand History Online at 
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media/video/film-new-zealand-division-at-the-somme-and-messines  
This film shows action at the Battle of the Somme in September 1916 and the Battle of Messines in June 1917. It includes 
scenes of tanks being used and descriptions of what the battles were like from New Zealand troops who were there. 
 

• Film: Trench life in the First World War is available from New Zealand History Online at 
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media/video/film-trench-life-in-the-first-world-war  
 

• Film: New Zealand troops in Belgium (silent) is available from New Zealand History Online at 
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media/video/new-zealand-troops-in-belgium-film  
 

• Audio: Bert Stokes remembers Passchendaele is available from New Zealand History Online at 
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media/sound/bert-stokes-remembers-passchendaele You can listen to Bert and read along with him 
as he describes his experiences at Passchendaele at the time of the October 1917 offensive. Photos of Bert as a young soldier 
and in old age are included. (He lived until he was 92). 

Books for young readers  

• Lockyer, John. (1997) Harry and the ANZAC Poppy. Reed Childrenʼs Books Auckland.  
• Laffin, John. (1999) The Somme. Kangaroo Press. Sydney.  

Maps  

• World War 1 Trenches on the Web.  Detailed Gallipoli map http://www.worldwar1.com/maps/gallbig.gif 
• Passchendaele interactive map is available from New Zealand History Online at 

http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media/interactive/passchendaele-interactive-map  

WW1 Resources (Continued)  

Student Internet links and books for activity 6/7 



 

 

WW2 Sailors experiences: The Battle of the Atlantic The Merchant Navy and the Royal Navy 

The Merchant Navy http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/the-merchant-navy  

The Battle of the Atlantic - the Merchant Navy http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/the-merchant-navy/battle-of-the-atlantic 

No grave but the sea - the Merchant Navy http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/the-merchant-navy/no-grave-but-the-sea  

Royal New Zealand Navy http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_New_Zealand_Navy  

HMS Neptune (20) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Neptune_%2820%29  

Stan Kirkpatrick. (2003). Battle of the Atlantic 60th Anniversary Address, First Church, Dunedin, 3rd May 2003.  Tribute offered in the 
service marking the 60th Anniversary. Pamphlet available at First Church Heritage Centre. Moray Place Dunedin. Recommended as this 
is very readable by a younger age group. 

 

WW2 Airmen’s Experiences 

Royal New Zealand Air Force http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_New_Zealand_Air_Force  

There are some good, brief background notes at New Zealanders in the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force 
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/hands/from-memory/royal-navy-and-royal-air-force  

 

WW2 Soldiers (Army) experiences: The Campaign in Greece and Crete 

The Battle for Crete http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/the-battle-for-crete There is a lot of information here about the Battle of Crete 
here where for 12 days New Zealanders, British, Australian and Greek troops, assisted by Cretan civilians, tried to repel a huge 
airborne assault by the Germans. They almost succeeded. 

WW 2 Resources (Continued)  

Student Internet links and books for activity 6/7 



 

 

WW2 Soldiers experiences: The North African Campaign  
The North African Campaign Media Gallery available at NZ History Online website at http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media_gallery/tid/78  

Operation Crusader - The North African Campaign (including the battles at Sidi Rezegh and Belhamed) available at NZ History Online 
website at http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/the-north-african-campaign/operation-crusader  

El Alamein - The North African Campaign available at NZ History Online website at http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/the-north-african-
campaign/el-alamein  

Tunisia and victory - The North African Campaign available at NZ History Online website at http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/the-north-
african-campaign/tunisia  
 

WW2 Soldiers experiences: The Italian Campaign  
Italian campaign timeline available at NZ History Online website at http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/the-italian-campaign/timeline  A brief 
outline of the key events of the Italian Campaign, particularly focusing on the involvement of New Zealand. 

Sound: A veteran remembers Cassino available at NZ History Online website at http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media/sound/cassino-reg-
minter 

Into action at the Sangro River - The Italian campaign available at NZ History Online website at http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/the-
italian-campaign/sangro-river  

Faenza, Trieste and home - The Italian campaign available at NZ History Online website at http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/the-italian-
campaign/faenza-trieste  

 
Maps  
Campaign maps - The North African Campaign http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/the-north-african-campaign/campaign-maps 
 
Printable PDF maps, both labelled and blank, are available at http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/  

WW 2 Resources (Continued)  

Student Internet links and books for activity 6/7 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit the Soldiers’ Cemetery 

Is your school close to a soldiersʼ cemetery? Then try this next activity 
with your students. Students gather data about the number of 
emblems they find on the soldiersʼ memorials and can calculate which 
services most men were involved in for the First World War and how 
this changed by the Second World War. 
 



 

 

The soldiers’ cemeteries generally are a mix of Commonwealth War Graves and Veterans Graves and 
were laid out in order of date of death.  

Until 1951 individual stele for soldiers and veterans were made of a grey NZ granite and stood in an 
upright position. After 1951 memorials were made of bronze plaques that were set on slightly angled 
concrete beams at ground level as the two examples below show. 

The headstones all look uniform in design but you can see some differences when you look carefully. 
You will notice that many headstones bear the same insignia and many show quite different ones. 
By surveying the headstones in the Soldiers’ Cemetery younger students can investigate the range 
of forces and units that were in operation during both the first and second world 

wars and in which services men (and later women) most commonly 
enlisted.  

 The following activity is set in the upright granite headstones because 
these are larger and easier to read. However the activity could be carried 
out in the later bronze markers as the same insignia are used. 

 

 

Activity Eight: A Visit to the Soldiers’ Cemetery  

Background notes for Teachers-Student Survey 

At Dunedin’s Anderson’s Bay Soldiers’ Cemetery there lie the remains of two men who have been awarded the Highest Honour for 
Valour: The Victoria Cross. Sergeant Horace Martineau who died in 1916 has an upright granite stele. Midshipman Duncan Boyes who 
was disinterred from the Southern Cemetery and now has a bronze plaque at the Anderson’s Bay Cemetery. Do you have someone so 
honoured in your cemetery? 



 

 

1. Estimate and then count the number of headstones in 
your allocated section.  
 
Estimated Number  ______________________ 
 
Counted Number  _______________________ 
 

2. What is the date of the earliest death recorded in your 
section_____________________ 
 

3. What is the date of the latest recorded death in your 
section? ____________________ 
 

4. What do you think these insignia show? ___________ 

4. Draw a sketch of CWGC headstone and label the parts of the 
headstone. 

5. Each of the soldier’s graves is decorated with a symbol or an 
insignia which indicates the force they served with if they 
joined New Zealand military forces.  Many men however served 
with overseas forces and their units are also shown on the 
headstone.  

Look closely at the symbols on your allocated headstones and 
record the symbols you see with a tally mark or tick. For 
example if you see 3 symbols the same in your allocated area 
you should have three tally marks or ticks beside that symbol 
on your sheets. Most symbols are not common so you may not 
see some in your area. 

Soldiers’ Cemetery 

Student Survey worksheets – When and how did they serve? 

Find out more about H R Mart ineau VC at 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horace_Robert_Martineau  

Find out more about D. G Boyes at 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duncan_Gordon_Boyes  



 

 

Symbol  (Insignia) Meaning Keep a tally record of numbers of headstones in your 
section with similar symbol 

Total 

        
 

     

        

      
 

     

Symbol (Insignia) Meaning & Tally Symbol (Insignia) Meaning & Tally Symbol (Insignia) Meaning & Tally 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3  4  5 



 

 

Symbol (Insignia) Meaning & Tally Symbol (Insignia) Meaning & Tally Symbol (Insignia) Meaning & Tally 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

6 



 

 

Symbol (Insignia) Meaning & Tally Symbol (Insignia) Meaning & Tally Symbol (Insignia) Meaning & Tally 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

19 

22 

23 

20 

21 

24 

27 

26 

25 

28 

29 



 

 

Symbol (Insignia) Meaning & Tally Symbol (Insignia) Meaning & Tally Symbol (Insignia) Meaning & Tally 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         

 

30 

31 

33 

32 

34 

36 

35 

37 

38 

These were all the insignia that could be found at the cemetery visited by this writer. However you are find additional insignia. If so 
write the name of the force or unit served in one of the spaces below and take a photo with your digital camera.  

When you return to school collate your results with the whole class. Graph the class results and try and answer these questions.  Your 
teacher may need to introduce you to percentages to do this next section.  

Which was the most common force men enlisted for?  Compare the percentages of men and women in the cemetery served in the 
army, navy, merchant navy, and the air force?  Did you find any women in these services?  

What percentage of men in the cemetery fought with military units in overseas countries? Can you think of reasons why there may be 
so many overseas units represented?  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing Postcards 

This is a fun activity in which students have a look at several online diaries 
of men who were away during the First World War, search for a photo or 
postcard online that they would like to use (some cards are provided if this 
is not practical) and write a postcard home from one of the men who 
appear on the school plaque or memorial archway.  

Postcards were very popular before the war and were commonly sent 
during the war as a means of quick communication when men were often 
unable to say much or preferred to say little. 



 

 

Sending letters and postcards home to family and friends was a vitally important channel of 
communication for the men and their families.  

Have students read the Letter from the Somme http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media/photo/alex-
mccoll-somme-letter written by Captain Alex McColl to his mother. He wrote with some 
excitement about the prospect of going into battle on the opening day of the Battle of the 
Somme. He described this as ‘a red letter day in my history’ and how they were ‘just the boys for 
this game’. For McColl this ‘game’ ended the next day when he became one off more than 150 
boys from his old school to die on what was known as the Western Front. 

Print and laminate the postcard sheets and talk about these with students. These are a small 
range of examples of the letters and communication the men had with families and friends at 
home. Collecting and sending picture postcards was extremely popular in the early 1900s, 
reaching its peak in popularity just prior to the outbreak of World War I. Although wartime 
restrictions led to a decline in postcard traffic, picture postcards remained a popular and 
convenient means of communicating news and images from afar. 

Students write a postcard on behalf of their chosen soldier from the school Roll of Honour board 
to the next of kin listed on the CWGC website telling family members something about the daily 
life of a soldier that would pass the censors.  Students may get a feel for day-to-day trench life 
by reading a few pages of Edward P. Cox’s Gallipoli Diary especially Wednesday June 9th 15 
QUINN'S POST at http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/tei-CoxDiar-t1-body-d9-d236.html 

remember though that much of a soldiers life can be a boring and uncomfortable one and many letters home were largely to allay the 
fears of family about the safety of those at the front.  

Students can chose an appropriate photograph from Internet postcard sites to decorate the picture side of their postcard or use one of 
the ones provided with this unit.  The choice of postcard is important as some postcards are specific about time. For example a 
Gallipoli card would not have been sent from Damascus or Flanders. Nor would the romantic example provided below complete with 
French wording have been sent from the Middle East or Gallipoli. Postcards from the front also did not usually include scenes that 
would worry relatives back home.  

Activity Nine 

Writing postcards 



 

 

Students can choose an image from the following galleries  

Gallipoli For images of Gallipoli use http://www.anzacsite.gov.au/4panels/ 

For images of the men in Sinai, Palestine and Syria use ʻThe Mountedsʼ website at http://www.nzmr.org/ 

Battle of the Somme Media Gallery http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media_gallery/tid/131 

Battle of Passchendaele Media Gallery http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media_gallery/tid/1563 

ANZAC Photo Gallery http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/?t=258  

The North African Campaign Media Gallery http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media_gallery/tid/78  

The Italian Campaign Media Gallery http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media/photo/a-shell-blast-near-cassino  

Timeframes: Royal New Zealand Returned and Services' Association: New Zealand official negatives, World War 1914-1918.1917-
1919.  

Students can choose an image from online postcard collections.  

The silk postcards collection at the Australian War memorial site 
http://cas.awm.gov.au/TST2/cst.acct_master?surl=1762659064ZZMJPEXIYRHW31204&stype=5&simplesearch=&v_umo=&v_product_
id=&screen_name=&screen_parms=&screen_type=RIGHT&bvers=5&bplatform=Netscape&bos=MacIntel There is some information 
about the making of the silk postcards on this site. These postcards were handmade by French women.  

Postcards from the Front http://www.diggerhistory.info/pages-posters/postcards.htm  

From your soldier boy http://www.pukeariki.com/en/resources/onlineexhibitions/postcardex.asp students to click on the download larger 
image link under each photo to use a printable quality photo for their own postcard.  

Old Postcards WW1 http://ourpasthistory.com/Gallery/WW1?page=1  There are more postcards on page 2.  

Resources (Continued)  

Student Internet links for activity 9 



 

 

Postcards 

sent home 

from WW1 

These images show both sides 
of a personal postcard sent by 
the author’s husband’s 
grandfather (on the left) to his 
sister Gertie in England in 
1915.  

Will served as an electrician on 
the hospital ship Maheno, 
although it is unlikely from the 
comment that this photo is 
taken on the Maheno. The 
Maheno was funded by public 
subscription in NZ to aid 
improved hospitalisation of 
wounded New Zealanders 
evacuated from Gallipoli.   

What do you think the word 
Blighty might mean? 

What do you think “the briny” 
might be?  

A lot of postcards sent home 
to family were personal 
photographs of the men taken 
in uniform and were often 
taken with mates.  



 

 

Postcards sent home from WW1 

(Number 2) 

These images show both sides of a personal postcard sent by Bal to Mabel dated 28 July 
1916. 

Trentham Military camp is where the men who enlisted were gathering for basic training 
before embarking for overseas theatres of war. Find Trentham Camp on a map of New 

Zealand. 

Note that the news on the postcard is wordy and contains lots of information about the 
things the men have been doing. This is very different from the postcards from men at 
the front where mail was censored and the men had little they could say about their 

living conditions that would hearten loved ones at home. 

(Transcript of message written on the postcard)  

Dear Mabel  

Just a postcard to let you know that I am well settled 
down after a good trip across. I was sorry I didn’t see 
you before on Wednesday & had a good old yarn. I knew 
quite a few that day. In fact I was sorry we were going 
so soon.  This is a great place. Nothing but kapai. I have 
met all the Fairlie Boys and they are all happy. Today is 
the first day out and we have had a great time doing the 
goosestep. We do look hard cases in our dungarees. They 
are miles to [sic] big and would hold two men. They say 
the stew will fill them out so you won’t know us when we 
get out on leave. Well Mabel how are you getting on this 
long time? I though you were away from … I was quite 
surprised to see you and glad too eh? Well Mabel I will 
have to draw the line on the time. So to give just now (4 
son our oldest friend Bal x x x x )  

 



 

 

Postcards 

sent home 

from WW1 

(Number 3) 

These images show both 
sides of a personal and quite 
delightful hand-coloured 
postcard sent by Monty to 
his sister from France dated 
August 19th 1916. 

Postcards were a good way 
of telling family members 
they were fine without having 
to write too much about the 
realities of the front.  

Postcards depicting romantic 
scenes such as this were 
very commonly sent to 
sisters, cousins and 
girlfriends. 



 

 

Postcards 

sent home 

from WW1 

(Number 4) 

These images show both 
sides of a postcard sent by 
Leslie to his father from 
Cologne Germany dated 12th 
January 1919. 

Postcards were a good way 
of telling family members 
they were well without 
having to write too much 
about the realities of The 
Front or give information 
away that would be 
censored.  

Postcards depicting the 
rigours of the battlefields of 
Flanders in ’comic form’ were 
commonly sent to fathers 
and brothers. 



 

 



 

 

Christmas Cards sent home from WW2 

Postcards and Christmas cards were commonly sent during the second world war as well.  This image shows a Christmas card sent by Rob 23 battalion from Palestine 
to his young cousin Sheila. It is dated New Year 1942-3.  

Cut out the Christmas card and fold along the fold line. Write a short letter home to a family member  

 



 

 

Teaching Units 

ANZACs and Us from the English Online website http://english.unitecnology.ac.nz/resources/units/anzacs/home.html  An English 
learning area unit for Level 3 on Gallipoli.  

Conflict and War from the English Online website at http://english.unitecnology.ac.nz/resources/units/conflict_war/home.html An 
English learning area unit for Level 3 – 5. This unit involves a study of war poetry from the First World War through to the Vietnam war. 

Lice and Latrines from the Social Studies online website http://www.tki.org.nz/r/socialscience/curriculum/SSOL/gallipoli/index_e.php 

Gallipoli Web Quest: Parcel for a soldier from the Social Studies online website 
http://socialstudies.unitecnology.ac.nz/gallipoli_webquest/index.htm  

A selection of recent books WW 1. (Based on the stories of the men who were there) 

Reid, Frank. (1934). The Fighting Cameliers: The exploits of the Imperial Camel Corps and the Desert and Palestine campaigns of the 
First World War. Angus and Robertson: Sydney. (Available Dunedin Public Library Stack) 

Shadbolt, Maurice (1989) Voices of Gallipoli.  Hodder & Stoughton: 

Kinloch, Terry. (2005) Echoes of Gallipoli: In the words of New Zealandʼs Mounted Riflemen. Exisle Publishing Titirangi Auckland. 
Kinloch, Terry. (2007) Devils on Horseback. Exisle Publishing Titirangi Auckland.  

(More to be added) 

Movies / DVDs  

Tolga Örnek (2005) Gallipoli: The Front Line Experience. Narrators Jeremy Irons & San Neill. This documentary uses archival photos 
and film footage, as well as aerial photography and dramatisations to provide a detailed account of the military campaign. Örnek uses 
the letters and diaries of 10 soldiers—British, Australian, New Zealand and Turkish. The voices of the men, gives the movie an 
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 A selection of recent Books WW 2 (Based on the stories of the men who were there).  

These books are excellent. Each book offers a good cross section of stories that represent the experiences of many men. Students 
may want to dip into stories that are similar to a men they are wishing to investigate. For further information about books that make up 
this project see Second World War Oral History Projects at http://www.mch.govt.nz/projects/history/oral-ww2.html  

 

    *  A Unique Sort of Battle: New Zealanders Remember Crete, edited by Megan Hutching, 2001 

    * Inside Stories: New Zealand Prisoners of War Remember, edited by Megan Hutching, 2002 

    * A Fair Sort of Battering: New Zealanders Remember the Italian Campaign, edited by Megan Hutching, 2004 

    * The Desert Road: New Zealanders Remember the North African Campaign, edited by Megan Hutching, 2005 

    * Hell or High Water: New Zealand Merchant Seafarers Remember the War, edited by Neill Atkinson, 2005 

    * The Big Show: New Zealanders, D-Day and the War in Europe, edited by Alison Parr, 2006 

    * Against the Rising Sun: New Zealanders Remember the Pacific War, edited by Megan Hutching, 2006 

    * Last Line of Defence: New Zealanders Remember the War at Home, edited by Megan Hutching, 2007 

 

Please Note: While every care is taken to provide links to suitable material from this site, the nature of the internet prevents us from 
guaranteeing the suitability or accuracy of any of the material that other sites may be linked to. Consequently, the Historic Cemeteries 
Conservation Trust of New Zealand can accept no responsibility for unsuitable or inaccurate material that may be encountered. 
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