
Research Group – Overview of roles and tasks for data gathering 

A Pioneer Jewish Community – Septimus Myers 

Roles and Tasks 

Your group task is to find out as much as you can about Septimus Myers. 

Your group roles include the following people. You need to choose or assign the following roles... 

8A Researcher : The role of the researcher is to locate and gather information resources 
about your subject from websites and books. This will include biographies and other historical 
information.  

8B Arch iv ist : The role of the archivist is to locate original information resources (primary 
resources) about the subject. This will include a visit to the cemetery for photographs of 
personal information, printing out or taking notes from newspaper cuttings, and archived 
photos where these are available.  

8C Journa l ist : The role of the journalist is to write a series of short narratives or 
paragraphs about the subject for publication using material located by the researcher and the 
archivist.  

8D Editor/Producer : The role of the editor/producer is to gather cemetery 
data and to design the layout and create the end product.  



Septimus Myers 1852 - 1930:  

Septimus Myers is buried in 
the plot labelled 110 on 
the Genealogy Society map. 

For the Researcher  



Septimus Solomon Myers 1852 - 1930 

For the Researcher  

Sept imus Solomon Myers was born in Liverpool on September 14, 1852.  A spice of romance came into his life as early as his 
baptismal day, when the Christian names of Septimus Soloman Arthur Wellington Daniel were bestowed upon him.  The fact that he was the 
seventh son accounts for the name Septimus and Solomon, and the fact that he was born on the day on which the Duke of Wellington died 
led to the names Arthur and Wellington being added. By this time the child’s father thought he should be in the picture so therefore his 
Christian name, Daniel, was added. 

 
Myers, qualified as a dentist, and arrived in Dunedin on the Lady Egidia in 1868, and during his life in Dunedin 
played a prominent role in a remarkable number of activities of value to the community generally.  In fact one 
wonders how he found time to earn a living, so numerous were his community involvements, with some of the 
highlights as follows. 
 
He was an enthusiastic cyclist, enjoying touring, and becoming president of the Otago Cycling Club.  He took a 
keen interest in rowing and yachting and held office as president of the Otago Rowing Club and commodore of 
the Otago Yacht Club.  He was a foundation member of the North End Boating Club.  This club was formed in 
the early 1890s and he held the office of president from its inception until he retired in 1925 when he was 
elected Patron. 
 
In his younger days he lived in North East Valley and was one of the leading figures in public life.  He was 
mayor of the borough for five years and chairman of the local school committee, and chairman of the North 
East Valley Licensing Committee.  He was a member of the Otago Harbour Board from 1888 until 1890.  He 
was a Dunedin City Councillor from 1910 until 1914, and stood for mayor in 1915 but was narrowly defeated. 
 

One of his greatest pleasures, especially in later life, was playing chess. He was a long-term member of the Otago Chess Club of which he 
was a past-president, and finally elected as Patron.  He was first president of the Southern Star-Bowkett Society, holding that office from 
1899 until 1930.  He was a Justice of the Peace and a member of the Masonic Order. Having spent some 30 years in the service of the 
community he suffered ill health and died on 8 April 1930, aged 77 years, and is buried with his wife, who had died some three years 
earlier, in the Jewish Section of Dunedin’s Southern Cemetery.  

Stories in Stone Historic Cemeteries Conservation Trust of New Zealand. Research taken from Otago Daily Times’ files dated 9 April 1930. 
Photograph used with permission from Otago Daily Times 9 April 1930. 



Septimus Solomon Myers 1852 - 1930 
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Obituary 1930 Otago Daily Times.  

Obituary on this and following pages is reproduced with 
permission from the Otago Daily Times 9 April 1930. 
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Septimus Solomon Myers 1852 – 1930 More for the Archivist   

WELL-DESERVED PROMOTIONS. Otago Witness, 
Issue 2442, 2 January 1901, Page 17 

OTAGO CHESS CLUB. Otago Witness, Issue 
2718, 11 April 1906, Page 62 

OTAGO CHESS CLUB. Otago Witness, Issue 
2718, 11 April 1906, Page 62 

Page 2 Advertisements Column 1 Tuapeka Times, 
Volume XXXII, Issue 4760, 9 June 1900, Page 2 



 

Septimus Solomon Myers 1852 – 1930 More for the Archivist   

NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE. Otago Witness, Issue 
1458 25 October 1879, Page 12 

NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE. Otago Witness, Issue 
1535, 9 April 1881, Page 19 

LOCAL & GENERAL. Otago Witness, Volume 05, Issue 
1928, 5 February 1891, Page 12 

DEATH UNDER CHLOROFORM. Otago Witness, 
Issue 1981, 11 Feb 1892, Page 15 

Otago Witness, Issue 1992, 28 April 1892, 
Page 26 

Also check out  
Past Dunedin City Councils - Council 
1910 – 1914 
http://www.cityofdunedin.com/city/?pag
e=council_1910    
 
All articles and advertisements on this 
and previous age have been obtained 
from http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/  


