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Roles and Tasks

Your group task is to find out as much as you can about Septimus Myers.

Your group roles include the following people. You need to choose or assign the following roles...

;-

8A Researcher: The role of the researcher is to locate and gather information resources
about your subject from websites and books. This will include biographies and other historical
information.

8B Archivist: The role of the archivist is to locate original information resources (primary
resources) about the subject. This will include a visit to the cemetery for photographs of
personal information, printing out or taking notes from newspaper cuttings, and archived
photos where these are available.

8C Journalist: The role of the journalist is to write a series of short narratives or
paragraphs about the subject for publication using material located by the researcher and the
archivist.

8D Editor/Producer: The role of the editor/producer is to gather cemetery
data and to design the layout and create the end product.

A B inEncRe - -7 T




Septimus Myers 1852 - 1930:

For the Researcher
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Septimus Myers is buried in
the plot labelled 110 on
the Genealogy Society map. $BLOCK & Brocx 7
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Septimus Solomon Myers 1852 - 1930

For the Researcher

Septimus Solomon Myers was born in Liverpool on September 14, 1852. A spice of romance came into his life as early as his
baptismal day, when the Christian names of Septimus Soloman Arthur Wellington Daniel were bestowed upon him. The fact that he was the
seventh son accounts for the name Septimus and Solomon, and the fact that he was born on the day on which the Duke of Wellington died
led to the names Arthur and Wellington being added. By this time the child’s father thought he should be in the picture so therefore his

Christian name, Daniel, was added.

Myers, qualified as a dentist, and arrived in Dunedin on the Lady Egidia in 1868, and during his life in Dunedin
played a prominent role in a remarkable number of activities of value to the community generally. In fact one
wonders how he found time to earn a living, so numerous were his community involvements, with some of the
highlights as follows.

He was an enthusiastic cyclist, enjoying touring, and becoming president of the Otago Cycling Club. He took a
keen interest in rowing and yachting and held office as president of the Otago Rowing Club and commodore of
the Otago Yacht Club. He was a foundation member of the North End Boating Club. This club was formed in
the early 1890s and he held the office of president from its inception until he retired in 1925 when he was
elected Patron.

In his younger days he lived in North East Valley and was one of the leading figures in public life. He was
mayor of the borough for five years and chairman of the local school committee, and chairman of the North
East Valley Licensing Committee. He was a member of the Otago Harbour Board from 1888 until 1890. He
was a Dunedin City Councillor from 1910 until 1914, and stood for mayor in 1915 but was narrowly defeated.

One of his greatest pleasures, especially in later life, was playing chess. He was a long-term member of the Otago Chess Club of which he
was a past-president, and finally elected as Patron. He was first president of the Southern Star-Bowkett Society, holding that office from
1899 until 1930. He was a Justice of the Peace and a member of the Masonic Order. Having spent some 30 years in the service of the
community he suffered ill health and died on 8 April 1930, aged 77 years, and is buried with his wife, who had died some three years
earlier, in the Jewish Section of Dunedin’s Southern Cemetery.

Stories in Stone Historic Cemeteries Conservation Trust of New Zealand. Research taken from Otago Daily Times’ files dated 9 April 1930.
Photograph used with permission from Otago Daily Times 9 April 1930.




Septimus Solomon Myers 1852 - 1930

Obituary 1930 Otago Daily Times.

of names with -ease,  and, ‘afectionateiy
known as: S.:S: Myers; he went on. to

St MRS S:MYERS, -
|~ The death occured on Tuesday night, |
‘at 17 Elder street, of Mr S. S. Myers, ne’ v aequ | .
a well-known -Dunedin dentist. * ~ i} held -him ' in the highest .respect as  a
 Mr Myers, who-was born in Liverpool, §" gentleman inevery sense: of the word.

saw | ' . | Mr Myers, who adopted dentistry as
14, 1852. A spice of romance came into : ssion, arri
~his. life "as _early - as his baptismal day, [ |-Lady Egidia in " ‘ i

mes g T greater partc of the intervening | years.

Solomou: Arthur Wellington Daniel were | | played _ a b
“bestowed upon him: Apparently various I markably Iarge number of  activitics of

|
RCrSs I" His death will- be* deeply - regretted. by

He possessed a- most genial nature,. and
every: one who was ‘acquainted with him

Afirst saw the light of day on- September ] vho . :
a profession, arrived in: Dunedin by the

- when the Christian names of: ‘Septinius | _ : th en
2 prommment . part N a  re-.

considerations of - a  widely - divergeot L] value  to the communily generally
nature entered ‘into the calculations of | relinguishing - his  numerous  oflices
the parents in connection with __'th_ls"_all-‘ll'(mly - when:  advancing  years - com-
imporiant event - The. fact that Mr-W nofled Liim to  take a- rest.. - 1le

Ism't'_r.‘d ‘the people faithfully - for many
yoars on various public. bodies, and was a
| prominent member of nnmerons organisa-
tions which have done a great deénl of good

in cenconrazing clean and healthy sport
1

" Myers was the. seventh son ‘accounts for.
‘the names Septimus and Solomon, and the
“additional fact that he was born ou the
day on: which the Duke of Wellinzton
died led to the mames mentioned ‘above
‘being supplemmented. by Arthur and Wel-
lington. By thig time the child’s father:
~thought he should be in. the picture, and
therefore his :Christian: name (Daniel)

2% 2dded Lo ap alreadv somewhat for. ]

amongst the young people. It cin safely
be said of Mr AMyers that if he {ook an

Obituary on this and following pages is reproduced with
permission from the Otago Daily Times 9 April 1930.

Tidable.Jist.  The boy carried his-burden

reach an age well past the allotted span..

all-'who had' the pleasurce of knowing bim.-

1868, - and: duirinzx - the-

»II
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L
' i-interest in anything he was not content |
1" to be a mere figurehead, but always
Iworlged hard to secure the . best reSuIts.I
1t aring neither -time nor money in his

| ciorts to promote success, snd it may bel
I¥ 2added that any movement for the  wel-
g fare. of the city and province was ||
| ! staunchiy supported by him.,
1l
|

For more than 30 years Mr Myers ||
piaced his services at the disposal of the
public_in_numerous ways, and the appre-|
-ciation in which he was held is shown
by the fact that some of the positions |
I held by him were relinquished only’ when
he insisted on retiring, much to the re-
1 gret of tl]mse gss’ociatég. with him. Dur:
g—a-——lengthy - residence -—in— North
Ir'ﬁrl’ast,\-alle}" in }is‘%%unger.da)'s he was
B one of the-ieading figures in the publie
I_.hfe of the community. He was Mayor
1" of the bortot?;h,- w_l;lich j:henfhad an exist- I
ence apart Irom the city, for five years,
|I and he also held tke position’ of chairman
Iof the local ‘school committee. At that |
| " time a North-East Valley Licensing Com-
Im:ttee was in operation, and Mr Alyers |
| ! held the ition of chairman of that
body. Subseguently North-East Valley |
was inciuded in the Port Chalmers Licens-

ing District. and he
ber of ‘the Por

then became a mem-

Port _Chal_mer_s Licensing_Com-_



Septimus Solomon Myers 1852 - 1930

ater years he became a mem-
ty Council, and for a period
of three ycars he was chairman of the
Tramways Committee. He was a can-
didate for the mayoralty of the city in n
1915, and in a triangular contest he was
defeated by Mr J. J. Clark. The voting u
on that occasion was:—Mr Clark, 6783
votes; Mr Myers, 5220; Mr Marlow, 3911
This contest marked Me Myers’s rétire-
ment from ublie life, thqugh he cofitinued
to hold office in other bodies for many
years. Mr Myers was an enthusiastic sup-
porter of the Volunteer movement in the
days before the territorial forces came
into existence, and devoted many years
of service in the interests of our defence
forces, rising from the rank of private
to the honourable position of lieutenant-
colonel in command of the Otago Rifle
Volunteers. He took commissioned rank
with the North Dunedin Rifles, of which
he was captain,” and was subsequently
promoted to the rank of major of the
lst Battalion, Otago Rifle Volunteers,
while still later he attained the rank of |
lieutenant-colonel.  He received the V.D.
in recognition of his long and faithful ser-
vices. Hospital and charitable aid work
engaged Mr Myers’s attention for several
years. He was one of the Hospital Trus-
tees prior to the establishment of the
present Heepital and Charitable Aid
Board. He waa one of the original mew-
bers of the latter body, which came into
existence in 1910, and held office until
1915, when he did not seek re-election.
During hia term of office he held at
various times the poaitior of chairman
of the Hospital Commit’ . and chairman
of the Sanatorium Committee.

It is doubtful whether any other man
in Dunedin has ever been actively asso-

r—_—_—_—

k5

ciated with so many bodies catering for L'\

. . . 1
of the eb  and after holding that poss
tion from 1911 till 1915 he was patron for

aport and. varione forms of athletica asg ; !
.\?: Mycrs was. All forms of rncing,l' "_!.‘”."“ BIX  Vears, ITe was nssocinted.
cricket, football, coursing, boxing, eychag, g !th the Onoho aml  Andersons  Bay

|| Cricket Clubs, in each of whiech he held

the offire of vice-president. I3z interest
Ilfn foothall was devoled to the Associa-
tion eode.  ITle was the first -president of
Il'ho Mago  Football Association,  shich

was formed about 1890, and held that
resignation of Mr J. H. Jowitt, till 1925, lloffice for some 32 years, when advancing
and in recognition of hig services he had g #xe compelied him to retire.  Since his
the honour of life membership I)(.‘Slon'cdllH‘Lil'('ln'*n{ from the 1i§"f~"_<|l'f=<fb' e  lhas
upon him on July 20, 1926. After the g been patran al the assuciaticn e took-
death of Mr P, Miller the deceased and W20 eXxvept:onaily keen anterest in coursing,

rowing, and yachting received his eup-
vort, and in oll of these organisations he
veld official positions at one time or
another. He was a steward of the Dun-
cdin Jockey Club from October. 1897,
when he filled a vacaney caused by the

Mr James Gow were the only twog 2l al one time his kénnels: which were
life members of the club. At onell#ituated at I‘JIP:'H;\II. were mmonsst «the
ljn)e hl.‘ finurcd pron]incn‘tl." an]n“gdt hinest 1n .\l"-'n-' /o!'-’l’;”"[. ':IS many a4 :}0
the list of owners, having no fewcrl wreyhounds being in training at the came
than 19 gallopers in  training amg tme.  He waa a very srominent leash
addition' to some trotting horses. Op Wman for several years, and was an ex-

one occasion he and Mr ¥. J. Townsend
set out from Duncdin tozether in a uis
and by usineg =six changes of horsea which
had been previousiy sent to various towns,
between  here and  Christehurch, com
pleted the journey in what was probably
record time, saw the New Zm:‘m:dl
Cup, and started on the return journey
mmediately afterwards.  Mr Myers was

president of the New Zealand Coursing
Aszsoaciation, The Otage Boxing Asso-
ciation had the benefis of Mr Myers's ser-
vicos ag an cexeeuntive oficer for a lenzthy
period. and at the time »f his death he
was a life member of that body. In &is
vounger days the deceased was an enthusi-
astic cvelist, and he derived great pieas
sure from almost innumerable tours in i3

)

nne “l- [.{:l" (n”:':‘“" nu‘-:n},cl‘g (,f tll"\.' ’l'nh"na I!_ii)ai'e ZKRIL‘. covering (‘X.::?r.ls:\'e d:.*‘::l!tc'u:-'
Park Trotting Club (now the Forbury | in a very short space of time. Ha was
Park Trotting Club), which was formed a} one _Lime presiient “0! .§§_€_~_9t?5_
in 1892, _and after being vice-president Cyreling Cia:b: w:m‘-l_l was then an organisa-
for some years he becemie president in |8 of considerable strenzth. N ‘\\‘11“_3_5_’?
1807, He held the latter position tidl I'S:'N'h'l:} had a staunch {riend in Mr Myevs,

who teok a keen interest in both rowing
and yachting.  Me had held office as
president of the Otago Rowsng Associa-
tion and commodore of the Otago Yacbt

UGG, and 1n the same vear he was elected
atron of the club.  He has been a life |
member of the elub for nearly 20 years, I

sharing hiat our 111 v . . 3,
'I[-‘ I"’(: l\;: i iu,nlu"-n. W Il":f.- .\l.r : L; (.i | Club. but probably his greatest ”}tcj'g:c;;“”“
mecling. of~the Otago. Hunt Club: tohic) ['this branch of eports was centeed in the
woe - formoed -85 1atn " apy Wil WeH ENorth - End:"Boating:, Club: “ef<iwhich he
was formed an I91), was . held n Mr I'.\"l.s one of the foundation members, This
Ivers’s rooms: He'was the first nresident I oo = R . et e =22
TEEE BT I I S S S S e e e L e e e D D EEE DS BEE mEm Emm
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club was formed 1n the early nineties, andl
Ihe he!d the position of president from its |
| inception until his retirement some five
vears ago, when he was elected patronl
in recognition of his valued support. On
| the attainment of his majority as preei-
dent he was the recipicnt of a presenta- |
lion of a handsome clock and 2 SthCTI
| salver from the club members. He was
a2 member of the Otamo Harbour Board |
Lirom 1888 till 1890. :

| One of Mr Myers's greatest pleaszgres,l
| especially in his latter years, was denvgd
ircm playing chess. He was a very oid |
I member of the Otago Chess Club, of which I
| he was an ex-president. He was a very
keen player of considerable ability for |
I many years, and was one of the ex-junior I
[champions-of _the club. - He held the office
of president on two occasns, and aiter |
lthe death of Sir William Sim he was |
elceted- patron. To complete the list of
Mr Myers’s activities it must be mentioned |
lthat he has been chairman of the Schools ,
Committees’ Conference, president of the
Dunedin Poultry Club, president of the |
| Dunedin Fanciers’ Club, and president of I
Jthe New Zealand Poultry Association. He
was the first chairman of the directors |
f—the—Southern—Starr-Bowkett Society, |

—_— —_— L — —_— —_— - - —_— —_— [ ] - — ‘_

| holding that position from 1896 till the l
jday of his death. He was appainted a |
justice of the peace many years ago.
3 fr Myers was a member of the Masonic |
| Order. and for two vears he was Master |
jof Lodge No. 622, S.C. He was also a
past grand treasurer of *the Otago and
I Southland District Grand Lodge. A I
| summary of Mr Myers's record is in- |
|teresting. He was associated with almost
30 different organisations, and was at the
I head of affairs on at least 18 of them, |
| while he was vice-president or chairman |
Iof committee on five others., Apart from
the practice of his profession. he was asso-
| ciated in business with Mr H. Divers for

Isome years, Dbut he retired irom |
I this connection about five years ago. I
Mr Mpyers did mnot enjoy good health

| for the last yecar or so. and his illness |
 took a scrious turn a few weeks betorc |
his death. His wife died about throe
Iyears ago, and he is survived by van |
| daunghter (Mrs Dingwell), who lives wa |
| the North Island. |
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APPLICATION FOR LICENSE
FOR A CLATM—No 103.

To the Warden of the Otago Mining
District, at Lawrence.
URSUANT to ¢« The Mining Act, 1898,”
the . undersigned .SerTIMUS SoLoMON
Mrygrs, of Dunedin, dentist, hereby applies
for a license for a Special Dredging
Claim, as specified in the 8chedule hereto,in
respect of the land therein referred to which
has been duly marked out for the purpose,
Address for service: The office of Alfred
Orooke, solicitor, Ross Plage, Lawrence,

Date and No. of Miners Right :
92/5/1900 ; No. 13181.
Dated this 4th day of June, 1900,

SCHEDULE.

WELL-DESERVED PROMOTIONS.

The announcement of the promotion o
stwo such well-known volunteer officers a
Major E. R. Smith and Captain Myers (o
the North Dunedin Rifles) will be receivec
with pleasure. Major Smith has been pro
moted to the rank of Iieutenant-colonel, anc
Captain Myers to that of Major of No.
Battalion of Otago Rifle Volunteers. Botl
gentlemen have long been associated with th
volunteers, and their self-sacrificing effort
in that connection have contributed in n
small degree towards bringing the force
generally up to their present state o
efficiency.

Majar Septimus Solomon Myers joined the

OTARO CHERS CLYIR

The following gentlemen were elected the
office-bearers of ‘he club for the year 1906-
1907 : —President, Mr Septimus S. Myers;

OTAGO CHESS CLUB. Otago Witness, Issue
2718, 11 April 1906, Page 62

LICENSING COMMIPTEE ELECTIONS,

THE CITY.

The polling for the election of the Licens-

ing Committee for the licensing district co-
terminous with the elecloral dizstriet of Dun-
edin took place on Thursday.

There was not a great deal of interest

Riyerton Rifles in 1876 as lieutenant, and was taken in the voting, and the general im-
senior lieuténant in that company in 1877. pression during the day was that the * Mode-
Captain Hirst, who was in command, being a 1{‘“’5 11"‘]"5{ “'{“‘*ld pe "ﬁ'"“l""“?d by a sub-
- > - t H H Yery miIng, Wjorivy.
‘member of Parliament, and away for some- stantial, bub not an overwhelming, wmajority,
. ’, A : All returns came promptiy to hand, and

.what lengthy periods in Wellington, Liecu-

Locality where land is situated and its area
—Block 15, Maungatua distriet, on
south side of the Waipori River ad-
joining the eastern boundary of the

special claim applied for by George shortly betore 9 o’clock Mr Taylor announced

Milne MacLean, extending down

stream for a distance of about 80
chaing including the_ flats for an
average width of 5 chains and taking
in the bed and baunks of the said
river. Area, about 40 acrzs.
Propored term of license—42 years,
Style under which claim is to be worked—
Myers and party.
Proposed mode of working—Dredging.
Remarks—Pegs marked S8.8.M
8.C.
The land applied for is part of the land
comprised in the Prospecting License
No. 109 which will be surrendered on
the grant hereof.
8.'8. MYERS,
Signature of applicant., .

Page 2 Advertisements Column 1 Tuapeka Times,
Volume XXXII, Issue 4760, 9 June 1900, Page 2

tenant Myers was acfing captzin for some
time. He joined the North Dunedin Rifes
in, 1885 as lieutenant, and was elected captain
in place of Captain, M‘Nab, who went ta
Invercargill. Captain Myers has -devoted
a great deal of time to volunteering, and is
fond of and encourages shooting. His lec-
ture on the “Training of Veclunteers for
Defence Purposes,” which was published in
the Witness. was favourably criticised. He
has been acting major for the 1st Battalion’
for some time, and while the North Dunedin

. Rifles regret losing his services as captain,

they are pleased at his receiving well-
deserved promotion.

WELL-DESERVED PROMOTIONS. Otago Witness,
Issue 2442, 2 January 1901, Page 17

the result of the poll to be as follows: —

Mop=raTE CANDIDATES.
Votes.
Hugh Geurley e ee ed e 2941
Seplimus Myels .., +e o0 o 2006
David Pinkerton .. .. .. .. 2863
Alexsnder Judge +v .0 .. .. 2791
C. .. Chepman v ee ee ee 2739

Cuvresa CounNcin, CANDIDATES.
Charles C. Morzis .. +. .. .. 2075
A, H. Burton .. .. .. .. .. 1975
J. Braithwaite e es ee es 1958
D. C. Cameroa eeee ee .. 1907
Eyre Evans e ee e s 1814
Informal, 114,
The Returning Oificer thercfore declared

Messts Gourley. Myers, Pinkerton, Judge,
and Chapman elected.—(Cheers.)

OTAGO CHESS CLUB. Otago Witness, Issue
2718, 11 April 1906, Page 62
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Riverton Riflo Volunteers,—Henry Hirst to
be captain ; Septimus Solyman Myers to be
lieutenant ; Robert Acheson to be sub-lieu-
tenant, Date of commissions, 5th June, 1879,

NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE. Otago Witness, Issue
1458 25 October 1879, Page 12

NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE.

Robert Wilson is gazetted a member of the Otagi
Harbour Board ; the Hoh. J. Menzies member of the
Bluff Harbour Beard; and Fred. Joseph Locke, Sep
timus Solomon Myers, and John William Chapman
members of the Riverton Harbour Board,

NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE. Otago Witness, Issue
1535, 9 April 1881, Page 19

LOCAL & GENERAL.

The mayor of North-East Valley (Mr Septi«
mus Myers) treated the councilors and officers
of that borough to a pleasant drive in a
four - horse drag to Outram on Friday
The party spent a highly enjoyable day,
and the feature of the outing was a shoot-
ing competition, in which all took part, the
result beine as follows :—Mr Myers, 1; Ot
Brindsley, 2; COr Bhort, 3; and Cr Calder, 4,

LOCAL & GENERAL. Otago Witness, Volume 05, Issue
1928, 5 February 1891, Page 12

DEATH UNDER CHLOROFORM.

Emily Callick, wife of Mr Walter Callick,
surfaceman, of Abbotsford, died while under
‘chloroform at Mr Myers’ dental surgery, in the
Octagon, on Thwuis layat midday. Forsometime
past Mrs Callick has been suftering from tooth-
ache, and she went to Mr Myers to have the
tooth extracted. It being decided that the
"operation should be performed with the aid of
‘chloroform, Dr Macpherson was called in, and
‘having examined the patient the anwsthetic
agent was administered. While under the
influence of the chloroform the woman’s pulse
‘suddenly ceased, and although efforts were
immediately made to resuscitate her they were
‘without avail, and she quietly passed away.
The deceased, who was the mother of three
young children, was 30 ycars of age.

THE INQUEST.

An inquest was held on Friday afternoon in Mr
Myers’ dental surgery, beforo the district oroner
(Mr E. I Carew) and a jury of six (Mr Jas. Todd
foreman). Sergeant Morice conducted theinquiry,
and Mr Gallaway appeared on behalf of the
velatives of the deceased to watch the proceed-
ings. )

The Jury then returned the following verdict :—
“We find that death resulted from the failure of
the heart's action while under the influence of
chloroform. We desire to add that the evidence
fully shows that all necessary medical precau-
tions were taken to ascertain the fitness of the
deceased for the administration of the anwsthetic,

and that no restorative measures were left
untried.”

DEATH UNDER CHLOROFORM. Otago Witness,
Issue 1981, 11 Feb 1892, Page 15

AHUNA PARK  TROTTING AND
RACING CLUB,
DUNEDIN:

(Tahuna Park is distant two miles from Dunedin,
with a cinder track half-mile round—the best
in New Zealand.)

INAUGURAL MEETING.
Saturday. 2Sth May 1S92.

PresipeNT : Dr F, H. Jeffcont.
VICE-PRESIDENT : Septimus Myers, Esq.

——

Otago Witness, Issue 1992, 28 April 1892,
Page 26

Also check out

Past Dunedin City Councils - Council
1910 — 1914
http://www.cityofdunedin.com/city/?pag
e=council_1910

All articles and advertisements on this
and previous age have been obtained
from http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/




